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PREFATORY  NOTE 


Among  the  texts  left  unfinished  by  Dr.  Furnivall  was 
the  present  re-issue  of  No.  20,  Original  Series,  of  the 
Society’s  publications. 

As  regards  the  prefatory  matter  of  that  issue,  a revised 
text  of  the  Ojfficium  de  Sancto  Ricardo  de  Hampole,  the 
main  part  of  the  Preface,  had  not  only  been  printed  off, 
but  had  been  bound  up  for  circulation  among  the  members, 
though  it  would  appear  never  to  have  been  sent  out.  It  is 
now  distributed,  as  a separate  brochure,  with  this  re-edition 
of  the  text  and  glossary.  In  view  of  the  obsolete  character 
of  the  remaining  information  in  the  Preface,  it  has  not 
been  deemed  advisable  to  reprint  it  at  this  late  date.  The 
text,  prepared  by  Dr.  Furnivall,  had  already  been  printed 
off’;  the  glossary,  which  he  had  left  unfinished,  has  been 
revised  by  Dr.  Mabel  Day,  who  has  also  added  the  Notes. 

I.  G. 


28  November,  1921. 


RICHARD  ROLLE  DE  HAMPOLE. 


I. 

[Thornton  MS.^  Lincoln  Cathedral  IMyrary,  leaf  192.] 

Of  the  Vertu^  of  the  Haly  Name  of  Ihesu, 

Ricardus  herimita  super  versiculo  * Oleum  efiusum  nomen 
tuum’;  in  Cantic.  [I.  3],  &c. 

4 That  es  on  Inglysce  ‘ Ojle  owt-jettede  es  thi  name  The 
name  of  Ihesu  co7?tmys  in-to  the  worlde,  and  als  sone  it  smellys 
Oyle  out-jetted.  Oyle,  it  es  takyiD,  for  ay-lastande  saluacyone 
es  hopede.  Sothely  Ihesu  es  als  mekytt  to  be  mene  als  saueoure 
8 or  helefutt  b Thare-fore  what  ^ menys  it,  ‘ Oyle  owt-jettide  es 
thy  nam,’  Bot  Ihesu  es  thy  name?  This  name  es  Oyle  owte- 
jettyd,  For  Ihesu,  the  Worde  of  God,  has  tane  ^ manes  kynde. 
Ihesu,  thow  fulfillis  in  warke  that  thow  es  called^  in  name, 
1 2 Sothely  sauys  [j?ou]  man,  pat  wham  ^ we  calle  saueoure,  Thare- 
fore  Ihesu  es  thy  name.  A ! A ! that  wondyifult  name  ! A ! that 
delittabylt  name ! This  es  the  name  J?at  es  abowh)  alt  names ; 
name  althirhegeste,  withowtten)  whilke  no®  man  hopes  hele. 
16  This  name  es  in  myn)  ere  heuenly  sowne  in  my  mouthe  hony- 
fult  swetnes.  Whare-fore  na  wondire  ]?ofe  ® I luf  J^at  name,  the 
whylke  gyffes  comforthe  to  me  in  alt  Angwys.  I can  noghte 
pray,  I cane  noghte  hafe  mynde,  Bot  sownnande  the  nam  of 
20  Ih«5u.  I sauyre  noghte  loye  that  with  Ih^su  es  noghte  mengede. 
Whare-so  I be,  Whare-so  I sytt,  What-so  I doo,  the  mynd  of 
the  sauoyre  of  the  name  Ihesu  departis  noghte  fra  my  mynde. 
I haf  sett  my  mynde,  I haf  sett  it  als  takynnynge  appone  myh) 

The  readings  in  the  foot-notes  are  from  a MS,  of  the  Treatise  in  the 
Harleian  Collection,  No.  1022,  leaf  62,  with  initial  qw  for  Thornton’s  wh, 

’ helpful.  2 qwat.  ® taken.  * J>at  at  ]>ou  art  cald. 

® Sothly  man  sauys  J)ou  qwam.  ® qwilk  na. 

’ ^ J)is  name  es  swete  & loyful,  gyfand  sothfast  comforth  vnto  mans  hert, 
Sothle  Jjo  name  of  ihesu  es  in  my  mynde  joyus  sang,  in  myn  ere  heuenly 
Bounde.  ® qwarfor.  ® If.  qwilk,  J)o.  qwar-so,  &c. 

J)o  mynd  of  J)0  name  of  ihe^tu. 

R.H.  B 


‘ Oil  poured 
forth’  L«,  lesu, 
thy  name. 


By  ‘ poured 
out  ’ is  meant 
the  Incania- 
tion. 

lesu  is  Savi- 
our. 


This  is  the 
highest  and 
most  blessed 
of  names. 


Tliis  name 
will  I ever 
cherish  and 
love. 


2 


My  love  to  it 
is  so  strong 
that  it  causes 
me  to  faint. 


lesu  is  the 
source  of  all 
my  joy. 

LtLf.  19a 
back.] 


Have  mercy 
then  upon  me 
O lesu  1 


Great  is  the 
power  of  that 
sweet  name. 


It  gives  the 
highest  and 
purest  joy. 


' I.  The  Virtues  of  the  Name  of  Jesus. 

arme  for  luf  es  strange  als  dede.  Als  ded  slaas  all,  Swa  lufe 
ouer-comes  all.  Ay-lastande  lufe  has  ou^r-comemyn)’*  me,  noghte 
for  to  sla  me,  hot  for  to  qwykkyn  me.  Bot  it  has  wondyde  me, 
For  it  sulde  leche  me.  It  has  thurghe-fychede  my  herte,  ]?at  4 
merghlyere  it  be  helyde.  And  now  ouer-comen)  I fayle.  Vn- 
nethes  I lyfe  for  Joye.  Nerehand  I dye ; For  I suffyce  ^ noghte  in 
delycyouseste  swettnes,  And  ay  to  be  dronkenede.  It  falles  the 
flesche  may  noghte  of  his  vertu  noghte  defaile  ay  whils  ])e  * saule  8 
in  swylk  loyes  is  rauyste  for  to  loye.  Bot  wheiS  vn-to  me 
swylke  loye,  bot  for  Ih^su  ? The  nairi)  of  Ihesu  has  taughte  me 
t for  to  synge,  and  has  lyghtenede  my  mynde  with  the  hete  of 
vn-made  lyghte.  Thare-fore  I syghe,  and  crye  ‘ Wha  ® saH  schewe  12 
to®  f>e  lufede  Ihesu,  pat  I langwys  for  lufeT  My  flesche  has  faylede, 
and  my  herte  meltes^  in  lufe,  3arenande  Ihesu.  Alt  pe  herte 
festenede  in  pe  5ernynge  of  Ihesu  es  turned  in-to  pe  fyre  of  lufe ; 

& with  pe  swettnes  of  pe  Godhede  fullyly  es  it  fillide.  Thare-  16 
fore,  A gude  Ihesu,  hafe  mercy  of  pis  wreche ! schewe  pe  to  pis  ® 
languessande ! be  pou  leche  vn-to  pis  woundyde  ! If  pou  come, 

I am  hale,  I fele  me  noghte  seke,  bot  langwyssande  for  pi  lufe ; 
late  my  saule  takande,  sekande  pe,  Ihesu,  whaym  ® it  lufes,  with  20 
whas  ® lufe  it  es  takyn),  whaym  ® anely  it  couaytes.  Sothely  pe 
mynd  towchede  wft^  pe  sou^raynge  swettnes,  and  es  for  to  waxe 
hate  in  the  lufe  of  pe  makare,  qwhyls  it  enforthis  for  to  halde 
besyly  in  it  the  swetteste  name  of  Ihesu.  Sothely  fra  thythefD  24 
Inryses  “ a gret  lufe ; and  what  thynge  pat  it  trewely  towches,  it 
rauesche  it  vtterly  to  it.  It  in)flawmes  pe  affeccyone,  it  byndis 
pe  thoghte,  3a,  & alt  pe  name  it  drawes  to  pe  serues  of  it. 
Sothely,  Ih^su,  desederabilt  es  thi  name,  lufabylt  and  comfort-  28 
abylt.  Nane  swa  swete  loye  may  be  consaveuede.  Nane  swa 
swete  sange  may  be  herde.  Nane  swa  swete  & delytabylt  solace 

^ I haue  set  it  as  a takenynge  open  my  hert.  als  takenynge  apon  myn  Arme. 

^ ouercomen. 

® I suffice  noghte  in  ])is  febul  flesche  for  to  here  so  flowand  swetnes  of  so 
mykel  a mageste,  ]>er  skrythes  in-to  my  mynde  delyciost  swetnes. 

* qwylis  ]>o.  ® swa.  ® vnto.  ^ has  meltyd.  ® J)o.  ® qwain,  qwas. 

enforces.  ryses.  rauysches.  “ man.  seruys. 

nane  so  delitabul  solace  may  be  had  in  mynde.  ’ 


/.  The  Virtues  of  the  Nauie  of  Jesus. 
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may  be  hade  in  mynde.  Thare-fore,  what-so-euer  fou  bee  pat 
redies  the  for  to  lufe  Gode,  if  J>ou  will  nowthire  be  dyssayuede  ne 
dyssayue,  if  J>ou  wytt  be  wysse  and  noghte  vnwysse,  if  po\i  will 
4 stande  & noghte  fait,  haue  in  mynde  besely  for  to  halde  pe 
name  of  Ih^su  in  pi  mynde  ; and  pane  thyn)  Enemy  salt  fall  and 
pou.  salt  stande,  Thyne  Enemye  salt  be  made  wayke,  ]:ou  salt  be 
made  strange.  And  if  po\x  wilt  lelely  doo  this  ^ ferre  fra  drede 
8 pOM  salt  be  gloryt^s  and  lowuabylt  ^ ou^rcommere.  Seke  per-iovQ 
the  name  of  Ih^su,  and  halde  it,  and  for-gette  it  noghte.  Sothely 
na  thynge  slokynns  sa  felt  flawmes,  dystroyes  ilt  ^ thoghtes',  puttes 
owte  venemous  affeccyons,  dos  a-waye  coryous  & vayne  Ocupa- 
1 2 cyons  fra  vs.  This  ® name  Ihesu,  lelely  haldyh)  in  mynde,  drawes 
by  pe  rote  vyces,  settys  vertus,  Inlawes®  charytee,  In-^ettis’^ 
sauoure  of  heuendy  thynges,  wastys  discorde,  reformes  pese, 
Gyffes  Inlastande  ryste,  Dose  awaye  greuesnes  of  fleschely  desyris, 
1 6 turnes  alt  Erthely  thynge  to  noye,  fyllys  pe  lufifande  of  gastely 
loye.  So  pat  wele  it  may  be  saide,  ‘ Et  gloriahuntuv*  Omnes  qui 
deligunt  nomen  tuuxa.^  g'uoniaw  tu  henedices  lusto,*  That  es, 
‘ Alt  salt  loye,  pat  lufes  pi  name,  for  ):ou  salt  blysse*  J^e  ryghtwyse.^ 
20  Thare-fore  pe  ryghtewyse  has  dysseiuede  to  be  blyssede,  if  pe 
name  of  Ih^su  trewly  he  base  lulFede;  And  J»are-fore  es®  cald 
ryghtwyse.  For  he  Enforssede  hym  trewly  to  lufe  Ihem  Whare- 
fore,  what  may  de-faile  vn-to  hym  pat  couaytes  vn-cessandly  for 
24  to  lufe  pe  name  of  Ihesu  t Sothely  he  lufes,  and  he  ^arnes  for  to 
lufe,  For  we  haue  knawen)  pat  pe  lufe  of  Gode  standis  in  swylke 
manure  pat.  In  als  mekylt  als  we  may  “ lufe,  pe  mare  vs  langes  for 
to  lufe.  For-why  it  es  saide  ‘ Qui  edunt  me  adhuc  esurient  et 
28  qui  hihunt  me  adhuc  sciciunt  ? ’ pat  es  to  say,  ‘ that  ettys  me, 
5itt  hungres  thaym;  and  pay.  pat  drynkes  tme,  5itt  thristis 
thaym’®."  Thare-fore,  be it-selfe,  delitabilt&  couaytabiltes  pe  name 
of  Ihesu,  and  pe  lufe  of  it.  Thare-fore  loy  salt  noghte  faile^’  vn-to 

^ do  lele  ))is.  ^ synne.  ^ alowabul.  * alle  ille.  ® Also  this. 

® insawes.  ’ jettes.  ® MS.  repeats  ‘ )>e  name  for  }>ou  sati  blysse.’ 
® eshe.  Jjeifor  qwat.  mare.  qwy.  esuriunt. 

“ siciunt.  And  hue  is  added  in  margin  of  Thn.  MS.,  and  the  Latin 
verse  is  repeated  at  the  foot,  with  ‘ in  EuangeKo  ’ added, 
fei  pat.  thrist  ]>ei.  want. 


Therefore 
whoever 
would  serve 
God  should 
ever  have  it 
in  mind. 


How  infi- 
nitely great 
are  its 
powers. 


[•MS.  gloria- 
bitur.] 

[Latin  in  red. 

All  shall 
have  joy  that 
love  that 
name. 


The  more  one 
loves  the 
more  one 
desires  to 
love. 

[Latin  in  red 
letters.] 


[t  Leaf  193.] 
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I.  The  Virtues  of  the  Name  of  Jesus. 


Angels  desire 
to  look  into 
the  virtues  of 
this  name. 


This  is  infi. 
iiite  joy. 


He  that  loves 
not  cannot 
have  joy. 


His  name 
must  be  our 
delight  in 
this  life. 


Tlie  way  to 
find  Jesus  is 


Exerop/nm, 
Exempla  & 
cetera. 


in  poverty 
and  penance. 


hym  pat  couaytes  besyly  for  to  lufe  liym  in  whaym  Angetts 
^ernys  for  to  be-halde.  Angetts  euer  sese,  & euer  fay  5erne  for 
to  see ; and  swa  are  fay  fild,  fat  ^ f aire  fillynge  duse  nogbte 
awaye  f aire  desyre,  ^ and  so  f ayre  desyre  duse  ^ nogbte  awaye  4 
faire  fillynge.  This  es  full  loye,  This  es  Endles^  loye,  This  es 
glorious  loye,  f e whylke  f e fylde  vses  ^ lastandly  wft/i-owtten) 
noye ; & if  we  vse  ® it,  we  salt  be  fyllyde  eu^r  withowttyn) 
lessynge.  Thare-fore,  Ih^su,  att  salt  loye  fat  lufes  tbi  name,  g 
Sothely  fay  salt  loye  nowe,  be  in-5ettynge  of  grace,  and  in  tym 
to  come  be  syghte  of  loye,  and  thare-fore  fay  salt  loye  For  why 
loy  comes  of  lufe  ®.  Thare-fore,  he  fat  luffes  nogbte,  he  salt  euer 
mare  be  wztA-owttyn)  loye.  Thare-fore  many  wreches  of  fe  12 
worlde,  trowande  fam)  to  loye  wft/i  Criste,  salt  sorowe  with- 
owttyn)  ende.  And  why’?  For  thay  lufede  noghte  fe  name 
of  Ihesu.  ® What  so  50  doo,  if  50  gyfe  alt  fat  5c  hafe  vn-to  f e 
nedy,  hot  50  lufe  fe  name  of  Ihesu^  ;e  trauelle  in  vayne.  Alt  16 
anely  fay  may  loye  in  Ihesu  fat  lufes  hym  in  f is  lyfe ; and  thay 
fat  files®  fam)  witA  vices  & venemous  delittes,  Na  drede  fatne’° 
fay  ere  putt  owte  of  loye.  Also  with  alt  ” fat  fe  name  of  Ihesu 
es  helefult,  fruytfutt  & glorious,  fare-fore  wha  salt  haue  hele  20 
fat  lufes  it  noghte,  or  wha  ’’  salt  here  f e frwyte  be-fore  Criste  fat 
has  noghte  the  floure;  and  loye  salt  he  noghte  see  That,  loyeande 
luffede  noghte  fe  name  of  Ihesu.  The  wykkyde  salt  be  don) 
a-waye,  fat  he  see  noghte  fe  loye  of  God.  Sothely  f e ryghtwyse  24 
sekys  f e loye  and  f e lufe,  and  fay  fynd  it  in  Ihesu,  whayin)  fay 
luffede.  I 5ede  abowte  be  couaytyse  of  reches,  and  I fande 
noghte  Ihesu.  I rane  [be  ”]  the  wanntonnes  of  flesche,  and  I fand 
noghte  Ih€5U.  I satt  in  companyes  of  worldly  myrthe,  and  I 28 
fand  noghte  Ihesu.  In  alt  thire  I soghte  Ihesu,  hot  I fand  hym 
noghte.  For  he  lett  me  wyete  by  his  grace  fat  he  ne  es  funden) 
in  f e lande  of  softly  lyfande.  Thare-fore  I tuniede  by  anothire 
waye,  and  I rane  a-bowte  be  pou^r^e,  and  I fande  Ihe^u,  pure  32 
^ of.  * ^ )>at  J>eir  desire  do.  ® endynge.  * qwilk  )>e  fyld  vysibul  loyes. 

® vise.  for  J>ei  luf  J)i  name.  Sothly  warn  J>ei  lufd  )>ei  myghte  not 

loy : & ])ei  })at  lufs  mare  sal  loy  : for  qwi  loy  cummes  of  luf.  ^ & J>at. 

J)ei.  ® fylles.  \>ai  J>ei  are.  witte  alle.  qwo.  qwa. 

“ may.  qwam.  about  couaytys,  ” ran  be  J)o  wantones.  pore. 


II,  A Temptation  that  befell  the  Hermit  Hampole, 
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borne  in  ]^e  worlde,  laid  in  a cry  be  and  lappid  in  clathis.  I 5ode 
by  sufferynge  of  werynes  and  I fand  Ihesu  wery  in  pe  way,  tur- 
ment  with  hu[?z]gyre  ^,tbriste  & calde,fild  wztArepreues  & blames. 
4 I satt  by  myfD  ane,  Fleande  pe  vanytes  of  pe  worlde,  and  I fande 
Ihesu  in  deserte,  fastande  in  pe  monte,  anely  prayande.  I ran) 
by  pe  payne  of  ^ penannce,  and  I fand  Ihesu  bownden),  scourgede, 
Gyffen)  galle  to  drynke,  naylede  to  pe  Crosse,  hyngande  in  pe 
8 Crosse  and  dyeand  in  pe  Crosse.  Thare-fore  Ihesu  es  noghte 
fuwden)  in  reches,  bot  in  pou^rte ; noghte  in  delytes,  bot  in 
penance  ; noghte  in  wanton)  loyeynge,  bot  in  bytter  gretynge  * ; 
noghte  emange  many,  bot  in  anelynes  Sothely  ane  euytt  ® mane 
12  fyndis  noghte  Ihesu,  for,  )?are  he  es,  he  sekes  hym  noghte.  He 
enforces  hym)  to  seke  Ihesu  in  pe  loy  of  pe  worlde,  whare  neu^r 
he  satt  be  funded).  Sothely  thare-fore  pe  nam  of  Ih^su  es  hele- 
futt  *,  & nedys  by-houys  be  lufed  of  att  couaytande  saluacyone. 
1 6 He  couaytes  wele  hyst  saluacyone  f>at  kepis  besyly  in  hym  pe 
name  of  Ihesu.  Sothely  I haue  na  wondyr  if  f>e  ^ temptid  fatt  pat 
puttes  noghte  pe  name  of  Ihesu  in  lastande  mynde.  Sekerly  may 
he  or  scho  chese  to  lyfe  anely,  pat  has  chosen)  pe  name  of  Ihesu  to 
20  thaire  specyalle.  For  thare  may  na  wykked  spyritte  noye,  pare 
Ihe^uesmekyttinmyndeorisneuennyd^^  inmouthe^^,&c.  Explicit. 

[II.  A Tale  of  Hampole’s  Temptation.] 

Narracio. 

A tale  J?at  Richerde  hermet  [made], 

24  Tlien^®Ihadtaken)mysyngulerepn7'pos,&leftef)eseculere 
1 A I ^ be-gane  mare  to  seme  God  pan  man),  it 

w II  felle  one  a nyghte,  als  I lay  in  my  ryste,  in  pe  begyn- 

1 f nynge  of  my  conu^rsyone,  pare  appered  to  me  a futt  faire 

28  womane,t»e  whilke  I had  sene^^  be-fore,  & pe  whilke^®  luffed 

^ scharpenesse.  “ hunger.  ^ 4 gretynge.  ^ jjj  alones. 

* iit.  qware.  ® helpful.  ^ 10  j^e  chese.  hys. 

ne.  neuend.  for  it  is  to  hald  in  my  bysele  >0  name  of  ihesu. 

In  the  Life  of  the  Hermit  (printed  in  Preface)  it  is  said  that  this  nar- 
ration was  found  after  his  death — ‘ in  uno  lihello  de  suis  operibus  compilato' 
In  the  Harleian  MS.  it  is  written  as  one  with  the  foregoing,  and  without 
title.  Qwen.  qwilk  I had  lufd.  & sche. 


I fled  the 
world’s  vani- 
ties, and 
found  Jesus 
in  the  desert. 


The  wicked 
cannot  Hud 
Him  nor 
know  Him. 


All  that  de- 
sire salvation 
must  love 
His  name. 
Nofa  hunc 
istumpassuni . 
[t  Lf.i93bk.] 


Richard  Her- 
mit, in  the  be- 
ginning of  his 
hermit’s  life,  is 
tempted  by 
an  apparition 
of  a fair  young 
woman. 


6 


He  discovers 
that  it  is  the 
fiend,  and 
vanquishes 
liim  by 
prayer,  and 
the  Sign  of 
the  Cross. 


This  leads 
him  to  love 
Jesu  more 
ardently. 


[On  If.  194.] 


The  story  of 
the  wicked 
Canon  of 
Paris  who 
made  imper. 


III.  A 'Story  of  one  to  whom  Schrift  did  not  avail. 

me  noght  lytiti  ^ in  gude  lufe.  And  when)  ^ I had  be-haldyn)  hyre, 
and  I was  wondyrde  why  ^ scho  com  swa  on  nyghte  in  \>q 
wyldyrnes,  Sodanly,  w^t^owttyn)  any  mare  speche,  scho  laid  hire 
be-syde  me.  And  when)  ^ Ipat  I felyd  hir  thare,  I dred  Ipat  scho  4 
snide  drawe  me  to  luetl,  and  said  pat  I wald  ryse  & blyse  vs 
in  f)e  name  offe  Haly  Trynytee.  And  scho  strenyde  me  so  staG- 
worthely  pat  I had  no  mouthe  to  speke,  ne  no  hande  to  styrre ; 
and  wheh)^  I sawe  pat,  I perceyuede  wele  )?are  was  ® na  womane,  8 
hot  pe  deueG  in  schappe  of  woman).  Thare-fore  I turnede  me  to 
Gode  & with  my  mynde  I said,  ‘ A,  Ih«su,  how  precyous  es  thi 
blude  ! ^ makand  pe  crosse  wit^  my  fyngere  in  my  breste : and 
aGs  faste  scho  wexe  wayke,  & sodanly  aft  was  awaye.  And  12 
I thankked  Gode  f>at  delyuerd  me;  & sothely,  fra  pat  tym) 
furthe,  I forced  me  for  to  luf  Ihcsu,  and  ay  pe  mare  I profette 
in  pe  luf  of  Ihesu,  ]ae®  swett^r  I fand  it,  & to  f>is  daye’  it  went 
noghte®  fra  my  mynde.  Thare-fore,  blysside  be  pe  nam)  of  Ih«su  16 
in  the  worlde  of  worldes  ! Amen® — Amen — Amen  1 
Ih€5U  fe  sone  of  pe  glorious  virgyne, 

Now  Lord  haue  mercy  one  aH  thyne ! — Amen ! Amen ! — 
Pwr  charite — Amen.  20 

[Follow,  I.  ‘A  [Latin]  prayere  pat  pe  same  Richerd 
hermet  made,  pt  es  beried  at  Hampulle,* — Deios  nosier 
refugium,  0 creator  nosier,  &c. ; 2.  ‘ Ympnws  quewi  com- 

posuit  mnctue  Ambrosyus,  & est  valde  bonus,* — Ihesu,  24 
nostra  redempcio,  amor  & desideriuw,  &c. ; Then,  on  leaf  194,] 

III. 

De  in-perfecta  contricione. 

Rycharde  hermyte  reherces  a dredfuG  tale  of  vn-perfitte 

cowtrecyone  [>at  a haly  mane  Cesarius  tellys  in  Ensample.  28 
He  says  pat — 

A 5onge  mane,a  chanone  atParys,  vn-chastely  and  delycyousely 
lyfande,  and  fuG  of  many  synnys,  laye  seke  to  pe  dede.  He 
schrafe  hym  of  his  gret  synnys,  he  hyghte  to  amende  hym,  He  32 
rescheyuede  pe  sacrament  of  [>e  Autire,  and  Anoynte  hyiTD,  and 
^ a litel.  2 qwen.  ^ I wondred  qwy.  * ryse  vp. 

® ® no  woman  J^erfor  I turned  me  to  god.  ® ])e  omitted. 

^ & fra  ]jat  day.  ® never.  ^ The  rest  omitted. 


IV,  A Stoiry  of  one  who  was  forgiven  before  Absolution, 
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swa  he  dyede.  Tift  his  grauynge  it  semyde  als  ayere  gafe 

seruese.  Eftyr  a faa  dayes,  he  apperyde  tili  ane  was  famy- 

liare  tiH  hym  in  hys  lyfe,  and  sayde  p&t  he  was  dampnede,  for  f>is 
4 Enchesone  : ‘ pofe  I ware/  quod  he,  ‘ schreuen,  & hyghte  to 
doo  penance,  Me  wauntede  verray  contrycyone,  wythowtten)  pe 
whilke,  att  othere  thynges  avayles  noghte.  For-thy,  if  I 
hyghte  to  lefe  my  foly,  my  concyens  sayde  pat,  if  I lefede  tham, 
8 5et  walde  I hafe  delyte  in  myh)  aide  lyfe.  And  till  pat  my 
herte  heldede  mare,  and  bowghede.  Thane  to  restreyne  me 
fra  alt  thoghtes  pat  I knewe  agaynes  Goddes  wilt.  And  for-thy 
I had  na  stabylt  pwrpos  in  gude,  na  perfite  contrycyone,  Whare- 
12  fore  sentence  of  dampnacyone  Felle  one  me  & wente  agaynes  mee.* 

IV. 

iH-swa  he  reherces  a-nothyre  tale  of  verraye  contre- 
JLl  cyone,  pat  pe  same  clerke  f Cesarins  says.  He  tellys 

1 I pat- 

16  A scolere  at  Pares  had  done  many  fult  synnys,  pe  whylke  he 
hade  schame  to  schryfe  hym  of.  At  pe  last,  gret  sorowe  of 
herte  ouercome  his  schame ; and  when)  he  was  redy  to  schryfe 
hym  tin  pe  priore  of  pe  Abbay  of  Saynte  Victor,  swa  mekilt  con- 
20  tricyone  was  in  his  herte,  Syghynge  in  his  breste,  Sobbynge 
in  his  throtte,  pat  he  moghte  noghte  brynge  a worde  furthe. 
Thane  the  priore  said  tilt  hym,  ‘ Gaa  and  wrytte  thy  synnes.^ 
He  dyd  swa,  and  come  a-gayne  to  pe  pryoure,  and  gafe  hym 
24  pat  he  hadde  wretyn),  For  ^itt  he  myghte  noghte  schryfe  hym 
with  mouthe.  The  prioure  saghe  the  synnys  swa  grette  pat, 
thnrghe  leue  of  pe  scolere,  he  schewede  theym)  to  pe  Abbotte,  to 
hafe  conceyle.  The  Abbotte  tuke  pat  bylt  pat  pay  warre 
28  wrettyn)  In),  and  lukede  thare-one.  He  fande  na  thynge  wretyn), 
and  sayd  to  pe  prioure,  ‘ What  may  here  be  redde,  pare  noghte 
es  wretyn)  1 ’ That  saghe  pe  pryour,  & wondyrde  gretly,  & saide 
‘ Wyet  5e  pat  his  synns  here  warre  wretyn),  & I redde  thayih)  ; 
32  Bot  now  I see  pat  God  has  sene  hys  contrycyone,  & forgyfes 
hym  alt  his  synnes.'  pis  pe  Abbot  & pe  prioure  tolde  pe  scolere, 
and  he  wzt^  gret  loye  thanked  God. 


feet  shrift 
and  was 
damned. 


[HMS.clreke.] 


The  story  of 
the  scholar  of 
Paris  whose 
great  sins 


were  blotted 
out  from  the 
paper  on 
which  they 
were  written. 
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V,  The  Lessons  to  he  learned  from  the  Bee, 


V. 


[On  If.  194.] 


The  three 
qualities  of 
tlie  bee — 

(1)  She  is 
[tLf.  194  bk.] 
never  idle. 

(2)  She 
weights  her- 
self by  carry, 
ing  earth 
when  she 
flies. 

(3)  She  keeps 
lier  wings 
clean  and 
bright. 

Thus  right- 
eous men  are 
never  idle. 


And  hold 
themselves 
vile  and  low 
and  so  avoid 
pride. 

And  keep  the 
wings  of  their 
souls  clean  by 
charity. 

As  the  bees 
flght  against 
those  who 
would  rob 
their  honej', 
so  should  we 
against  devils. 
Earthly 
friends  often 
an  impedi. 
ment  to  the 
divine  life. 


As  some  birds 
Arestotiif 
fly  well  and 
some  badly,  so 
is  it  with  men 
in  the  service 
of  God. 


Moralia  Richardi  h^remite  de  natura  apis,  Ynde  quoMs 
apis  argumentosa.  H Apis. 

The  bee  has  thre  kyndis.  Aiie  es,  \>at  scho  es  neu^r  yditt, 
and  scho  es  noghte  witb  thaym  J>at  witt  noghte  wyrke,  4 
Bot  castys  t thaym  owte,  and  puttes  thayfti  awaye. 
A-nothire  es,  J?at  when  scho  flyes,  scho  takes  erthe  in  hyr  fette 
pat  scho  be  noghte  lyghtly  ouer-heghede  in  the  ayere  of  wynde. 
The  thyrde  es,  pat  scho  kepes  dene  and  bryghte  hire  winge3.  8 
Thus  ryghtwyse  men  J>at  lufes  God  are  never  in  ydyllnes,  For 
owthire  pay  ere  in  trauayle,  prayand,  or  thynkande,  or  redande, 
or  othere  gude  doande,  or  w^t^  takand  ydiK  men),  and  schewand 
thaym  worthy  to  be  put  fra  pe  ryste  of  heuen),  For  thay  witt  12 
noghte  trauayle.  Here  pay  take  erthe,  pat  es,  pay  halde  f>am 
selfe  vile  & ertbely,  that  thay  be  noghte  blawen)  with  pe  wynde 
of  vanyte  and  of  pryde.  Thay  kepe  thaire  wynges  dene,  that 
es,  pe  twa  coriimandementes  of  chary te  pay  fulfiH  in  gud  16 
cowcyens,  and  thay  hafe  othyre  vertus  vnblendyde  with  pe  • 
fylthe  of  syfD  and  vnclene  luste.  AristotiH  sais  J^at  pe  bees  are 
feghtande  agaynes  hym  pat  wilt  drawe  paire  hony  fra  thaym) ; 
Swa  sulde  we  do  agaynes  deuehs  J?at  afiforces  thain)  to  reue  fra  20 
vs  pe  hony  of  poure  lyfe  & of  grace.  For  many  are  pat  newer 
kane  halde  pe  ordyre  of  lufe  ynesche  J>aire  frendys  sybbe  or 
Frewmede,  Bot  outhire  J^ay  lufe  f>aym  ower  mekitl,  or  thay  lufe 
f>am)  ower  lyttilt,  settand  thaire  thoghte  vnryghtwysely  on  24 
thaym,  or  pay  lufe  thayih)  ower  lyttill,  yf  pay  doo  noghte  alt  as 
J?ey  wolde  tilt  ]5am).  Swylke  kane  noghte  fyghte  for  tliaire  hony, 
For-thy  pe  deuelle  twrnes  it  to  wormes,  and  makes  J)eire  saules 
ofte  sythes  fult  hitter  in  angwys  and  tene,  and  besynes  of  vayne  28 
thoghtes,  & oper  wrechidnes.  For  thay  are  so  heuy  in  erthely 
frenchype  pat  Jiay  may  noghte  flee  in-tilt  pe  lufe  of  Ihesu  Criste, 
in  pe  wylke  pay  moghte  wele  for-gaa  pe  lufe  of  alt  creaturs 
lyfande  in  erthe.  Whare-fore,  accordandly,  Arystotilt  sais  )?at  32 
some  fowheles  are  of  gude  flyghyng,  )?at  passes  fra  a land  to 
a-nothire ; Some  are  of  ill  flyghynge,  for  heuynes  of  body  and 


F.  The  Been  Lessons.  VI.  The  Girl  in  a Sepulchre. 
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for  f>aire  neste  es  noghte  ferre  fra  \>e  ertlie.  Thus  es  it  of 
thayiu)  }?at  turnes  J?aiu)  to  Godes  seruys, — Some  are  of  gude 
dyeghynge,  for  thay  flye  fra  erthe  to  heueu),  and  rystes  thayih) 
4 thare  in  thoghte,  and  are  fedde  in  delite  of  Goddes  lufe,  and 
has  thoghte  of  na  lufe  of  f>e  worlde.  Some  are  \>ai  kan  noghte 
flyghe  fra  J?is  lande,  hot  in  ]?e  waye  late  theyre  herte  ryste,  and 
delyttes  J>aym  in  sere  lufes  of  men)  and  women),  als  f>ay  come  & 
8 gaa,  nowe  ane  & nowe  a-nothire.  And  in  Ih^su  Criste  J>ay  kan 
fynde  na  swettnes ; Or  if  J>ay  any  tym)  fele  oghte,  it  es  swa  lyttilt 
and  swa  schorte,  for  othire  thoghtes  }?at  are  in  thayih),  fat 
it  brynges  thaym  till  na  stabylnes.  Or  fay  are  lyke  tilt  a fowle 
12  fat  es  callede  ‘ strucyo’  or  storke,  fat  has  wenges,  and  it  may 
noghte  flye,  for  charge  of  body.  Swa  fay  hafe  vndirstandynge, 
and  fastes  and  wakes,  and  semes  haly  to  mens  syghte ; hot  thay 
may  noghte  flye  to  lufe  and  contemplacyone  of  God,  fay  are  so 
1 6 chargede  wyth  othyre  affeccyons  and  othire  vanytes.  Explicit. 

VI 

De  vita  cuiwsdam  puelle  incluse  proptter  Amorem  Christi. 

4lswa  Heraclides  fe  clerke  telles  fat  a maydeh)  forsuke 
t~\  +hir  Cete,  and  satte  in  a sepulcre,  and  tuke  hir  mete 
20  at  a lyttilt  hole,  ten  5ere.  Scho  saghe  neuer  man)  ne  woman), 
ne  fay  hir  face,  Bot  stode  at  a hole,  and  talde  why  scho  was 
enclosede,  Abd  said  fat  “a  5onge  man  was  tempede  of  my 
fairehede;  For-thy  me  warre  leuere  be,  als  lange.als  I lyfe, 
24  in  f is  sepulcre,  fan  any  sawle  fat  es  made  til  f e lyknes  of 
Gode,  suld  perichse  by  cause  of  me.”  And  when)  men  askede  hire: 
how  scho  myghte  swa  lyfife,  scho  said,  “fra  the  begynnynge 
of  the  day  I gyfe  me  tilt  praynge  tilt  forthe  dayes;  Thane 
28  I wyrke  witA  handes  some  thynge ; and  alswa  I wyrke  in 
thoghtes,  by  patryarkes,  prophetes,  appostilles,  Martyrs  and 
confessowrs,  and  by-haldes  f aire  loye.  And  aftyrwarde  I take 
my  mete.  When)  eueh)  commys,  with  gret  loye  I lofe  my 
32  lorde.  The  ende  of  my  lyfe  I habyde  in  gude  hope  and  thole- 
modnes  ” : & loo,  swa  perfitly  a woman)  lyfede ! Kichard 
herymyte  reherces  fis  tale  in  Ensampilt. 


Some  can  find 
no  sweetness 
in  Jesus 
Christ. 


They  are  like 
the  Stork  tliat 
cannot  fly  for 
heaviness. 


[0nlf.i94bk.] 

A maiden 
shut  lierself 
[t  Lf.  195.] 
in  a sepulchre 
to  prevent  a 
man  sinning 
by  loving  her. 


She  spent  her 
days  in  prayer, 
in  thoughts  of 
martyrs,  &c.. 


and  awaited 
death  in  hope. 
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VII.  An  Explanation  of  the  Ten  Commandments. 


[tLf.iQsbk.] 


m I’. 

Thefii-st  Com- 
mandment. 


Forbids 
witchcraft, 
sorcery,  di- 
vining, and 
astrology. 


Men  may 
reverence 
holy  crosses 
and  images. 


The  second 
Command- 
ment (third 
in  Decalogue). 
Forbids  vain 
and  wicked 
oaths. 


[Follow,  two  short  Latin  pieces;  i.  Richardus  lieremy ta — 
Meliora  sitnt  verhera  tua  vino,  See.  2.  It^m,  inferiws  idem 
Richardus, — 0 ^uam  delectabile  gaudium  et  delicatum  solacium 
amare  Dei  &c. ; then,  on  leaf  195  back,] 


VII. 


+ A notabill  Tretys  off  the  ten  Comandementys,  Draweri) 
by  Richerde,  the  hermyte  off  HampuH. 

The  fyrste  comandeinent  es  ‘ Thy  Lorde  God  }?ou  salt  loute, 
and  til  Hym  anely  ]?ou  salt  s«rue.’  In  this  comandeinent  8 
es  forbodcTi  all  mawmetryse,  all  wychcrafte  and  charem- 
ynge,  the  wylke  may  do  na  remedy  tilt  any  seknes  of  man), 
woman),  or  beste.  For  J?ay  erre  }?e  snarrys  of  ]?e  deuelle,  by  J^e 
whilke  he  afforces  hym  to  dyssayue  mankynde.  Alswa  in  J?is  12 
commandemente  es  forbodyn)  to  gyffe  trouthe  tilt  socerye  or  tilt 
dyuynynge^  by  sternys,  or  by  dremys,  or  by  any  s wylke  thynges. 
Astronomyenes  by-haldes  f>e  daye  and  J?e  houre,  and  )?e  poynte 
Jiat  man)  es  borne  In,  and  vndyr  whylke  syngne  he  es  borne,  16 
and  ]^e  poynte  }>at  he  begynnes  to  be  In ; and  by  J>ire  syngnes 
and  of>er,  J>ay  saye  pat  )?ay  say  that  salt  be-falt  f>e  man  aftyr- 
warde ; Bot  theyre  errowre  es  reproffede  of  haly  doctowrs.  Haly 
crosses  men)  sail  lowte.  For  thay  are  in  syngne  of  Cryste  20 
crueyfiede.  To  ymages  es  pe  louynge  f>at  es  tilt  thaym)  of 
whaym  ]:>aire  are  pe  ymage3.  For  J?at  Entent  anely  f>aire  are  for 
to  lowte. 

The  totliire  comandement  es  ‘ J)ou  salt  noghte  take  pe  name  24 
of  God  in  vayne.’  Here  is  forboden)  athe  wftA-owtten  chesoiD. 
He  fat  neuenes  God  & sweris  fals,  disp}’se[s]  God.  In  thre  manors 
mane  may  syn)  in  swerynge ; That  es,  if  he  swere  agayne 
his  concyence,  or  if  he  swere  be  Cryste  wondes  or  blude,  28 
That  es  euermare  gret  syh),  fofe  it  be  sothe  fat  he  sweris, 
For  it  sounes  in  irreu[er]ence  of  Ihesu  Cryste.  Also  if  he  com) 
agaynes  his  athe,  noght  fulfilland  f a/t  he  has  sworne.  The  nam 
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of  Gode  es  takyri)  in  vayne  one  many  maners  : viiih  herte,  w^tA 
mouthe,  vfith  werke.  WztA,  herte,  takes  false  ciystyn)  men)  it  in 
vayne,  fat  rescheyues  fe  sacrement  wit^-owtten)  grace  in  sawle. 
4 W^t7^  mouthe  es  it  tane  in  vayne,  with  alt  athes  brekynge,  of  new 
prechynge  fat  es  vanyte  and  vndevocyone ; prayere,  when  we 
honcttr  God  wetA  oure  lyppys,  and  oure  hertys  erre  ferre  fra  Hym. 
Wit/i  werke,  ypocrittes  takes  Goddes  nam  in  vayne,  For  they 
8 feyne  gud  dede  wft/i-owtten),  and  fey  erre  wftA-owtteh)  charyte 
and  vertue  and  force  of  sawle  to  stand  agayne  alt  ill  styrrynges. 

Thethirdecommandement  es  ‘Ymbethynke  the  fat  thowhalowe 
fi  halydaye.’  This  cowmandement  may  be  takyn)  in  thre 
12  manures.  Firste  generally,  fat  we  sesse  of  alt  vyces  fat  lettys 
deuocyone  to  God  in  prayenge  and  thynkynge.  The  thyrde  ^ es 
specyalt,  als  in  contemplaytyfe  men)  fat  departis  fayih)  fra  alt 
werldly  thynges,  swa  fat  fey  bally  gyfe  faynD  tilt  God.  The 
1 6 fyrste  manere  es  nedfull  vs  to  do;  The  tothire  we  awe  to  do; 
The  thirde  es  perfeccyone.  For-thi,  one  fe  halydaye,  men  awe, 
als  God  byddys,  to  lefe  alt  syh),  and  do  na  werke  fat  lettis 
thaym)  to  gyffe  faii-e  herte  to  Godd,  thatt  fay  halowe  fe  daye 
20  in  ryst,  and  deuocyone,  and  dedys  of  charyte. 

The  ferthe  comandeinent  es  ‘Honoure  thy  fadyre  and  fi 
modyie.’  That  es,  in  twa  thynges,  fat  es,  bodyly  and  gastely. 
Bodyly,  in  sustenance,  fat  fay  be  helpede  and  sustaynede  in  f aire 
24  elde,  and  when  fay  are  vnmyghtty  of  faym)  selfe.  Gastely,  in 
reuerence  and  bouxomnes,  fat  fay  say  to  fam)  na  wordes  of 
myssawe,  ne  vnhoneste,  ne  of  displesance,  vnauyssedly,  Bot  s^rue 
fam)  mekely,  and  gladly  and  lawlyly,  fat  fay  may  wyh)  fat 
28  Godde  hyghte  to  swylke  barnes  fat  es  laude  of  lyghte.  And  if 
fay  be  dede,  thaym  awe  to  belpe  f aire  sawles  wi’tA  almous  dedes 
and  prayers. 

The  fifte  commandement  t es,  fat  ‘ thow  slaa  na  man),  nowthire 
32  wit  A assent  e,  ne  wit  A werke,  ne  wit  A worde  or  fauowr.’  And  also 
here  es  forbodeh)  vn-ryghtewyse  hurtynge  of  any  person).  Thay 
are  slaers  gastely,  fat  will  noghte  feede  fe  pouer  in  nede,  and 
fat  defames  men,  and  fat  corifoundes  Innocentys. 

* The  second,  or  ‘ tothire,’  is  omitted. 


Tlie  name  of 
God  taken  in 
vain  in  many 
manners. 


New  preach- 
ing, formal 
prayer,  and 
■hypocrisy. 


IF  iii*. 

The  tliird 
(fourth)  Com- 
mandment. 
Its  general 
meaning. 
Special  mean- 
ing for  con- 
templative 
men. 


H iiij*. 

The  fourth 
(fifth)  Com- 
mandment. 
Duty  to 
parents 
bodily  and 
ghostly. 


If  they  are 
dead  their 
souls  must  be 
helped  by 
alms-deeds. 

U V*. 

It  Lf.  196.] 
The  fifth 
(sixth)  Com- 
mandment. 

Spiritual 

murderers. 
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VII.  An  Explanation  of  the  Ten  Commandments. 


vj. 

The  sixth(7th) 
Command- 
ment. 


Forbids  all 
maimer  of 
pollution. 


• U vij. 

The  seventh 
(eighth)  Com- 
mandment. 


All  cheating 
and  impos- 
ture forbid- 
den. 


H viij. 

The  eighth 
(ninth)  Com. 
mandment. 


All  lying  is 
not  deadly 
sin. 


11  1*. 

The  ninth 
(part  of  tenth) 
Command- 
ment. 

Our  neigh- 
bour’s goods 
not  to  be 
wrongly  co- 
veted. 

U X.  ^ 

The  tenth 
(part)  Com- 
mandment. 

We  ought  to 
love  our 
neighbour  as 
ourselves. 


The  sexte  commandement  es,  ‘ Thow  satt  be  na  licboure  ’ ; ]?at 
es,  thow  satt  haue  na  man  or  woman)  Bot  f>at  f>ou  has  taken)  in 
fourme  of  Haly  Kyrke.  Alswa  here  es  forbodeh)  ah  man^r  of 
wilfuh  pollusyone  procurede  one  any  maner  agaynes  kyndly  oys  4 
or  oJ>er-gates. 

The  seuende  co?Mmandement,  es  ‘ Thow  satt  noghte  do  na 
thyfte.’  In  the  whylke  es  forbodefD  att  raanere  of  wit/i- 
draweynge  of  o]>er  men)  thynges  wrangwysely,  agaynes  )?aire  8 
wytt  J^at  aghte  it,  Bot  if  it  ware  in  tyme  of  maste  nede,  when  att 
thynges  erre  comone.  Also  here  es  forboden)  gillery  of  weghte 
or  of  tale,  or  of  mett  or  of  mesure,  or  thorow  okyre,  or  violence, 
or  drede,  als  bedetts  or  foresters  duse,  and  mynystyrs  of  J>e  12 
kynge,  or  thurghe  extorcyone,  als  lordes  duse. 

The  aughten)  commandement  es,  that  ‘ thow  satt  noghte  here 
false  wyttnes  agaynes  tin  neghteboure,’  als  in  assys,  or  cause  of 
matremoyne.  And  also  lyenges  ere  forbodeh)  \n  j^is  commande-  16 
ment,  and  forswerrynge.  Bot  att  lyenges  are  noghte  dedly  syh), 
bot  if  f>ay  noye  till  som  man  bodyly  or  gastely. 

The  n}mde  commandeme^it  es,  ‘ Thow  satt  noghte  couayte  f>e 
hous  or  o\>er  thynge  mobitt  or  in-mobitt  of  f>i  neghtbot^r  wit/t  20 
wrange,’  ne  f)ou  satt  noghte  hald  of>^r  mens  gude  if  ]>o\x  may 
5elde  thayih),  elles  Ipi  penance  sanes  pe  noghte. 

The  tend  commandement  es,  ‘ Thow  satt  noghte  couayte  pi 
neghtebowr  wyefe,  ne  his  seruande,  ne  his  maydeh),  ne  mobytts  24 
of  his.’  He  lufes  God  J^at  kepis  thire  commandementes  for  lufe. 
His  neghtebowr  hym  awe  to  lufe  als  hym  selfe,  f»at  es,  till  J30 
same  gude  f»at  he  lufes  hym-selfe  to,  na  thynge  till  itt ; and  fat 
he  lufe  his  neghtbowr  saule  mare  fan)  his  body,  or  any  gudej  of  28 
fe  worlde,  & cetera.  Explicit. 


VIII.  The  Seven  Gifts  of  the  Holy  Ghost. 
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VIII. 

Item,  Idem  de  septem  donis  Sp^r^7^4s  Sawed. 

Also  of  the  gyftes  of  the  Haly  Gaste. 

Pe  seuen)  gyftes  of  J?e  Haly  Gaste  f»at  ere  gyfeh)  to  men  and 
wymraen)  )?at  er  ordaynede  to  )?e  loye  of  heuen),  and  ledys 
thaire  lyfe  in  this  worlde  reghtwysely: — Thire  are  thay, 
Wysdoin),  Vndyrstandynge,  Counsayle,  Strenghe,  Con- 
nynge,  Pete,  The  drede  of  God.  BegynfD  we  at  Consaile,  for 
8 J?are-of  es  myster  at  the  begynnynge  of  oure  werkes,  J»at  vs 
myslyke  noghte  aftyrwarde.  thire  seuen)  gyftes  Ipe  Haly 

Gaste  teches  sere  men)  serely.  ^ Consaile  es  doynge  awaye  of 
worldes  reches,  and  of  all  delytes  of  alt  thynge^  f»at  mane  may 
12  be  tagyld  with  in  thoghte  or  dede,  and  )?at  wttAdrawynge  in- 
tilt contemplacyone  of  Gode.  H Vndyrstandynge  es  to  knawewhate 
es  to  doo  and  whate  es  to  lefe,  and  )?at  that  salt  be  gyffen),  to 
gyffe  it  to  thaym  J?at  has  nede,  noghte  tilt  oJ>er  )?at  has  na 
1 6 mystdr.  U Wysedome  es  forgetynge  of  erthely  thynges,  and 
thynkynge  of  heuen,  with  discrecyone  of  alt  men)  dedys.  In  fis 
gyfte  schynes  contemplacyone,  )?at  es,  Saynt  Austyn)  says, 
A gastely  dede  of  fleschely  Affeccyones  thurghe  f»e  loye  of 
20  Araysede  thoghte.  t II  Strenghe  es  lastynge  to  fullfilt  gude  pur- 
pose, J?at  it  be  noghte  lefte  for  wele  ne  forwaa.  U Pete  es,J?at  a man 
be  mylde,  and  gaynesay  noghte  haly  writte  when)  it  smyttes  his 
synnys,  whethire  he  vndyrstand  it  or  noghte,  Hot  in  alt  his 
24  myghte  purge  he  ]>e  vilte  of  syfD  in  hyih)  and  oj^^r.  U Connynge 
es,  J>at  makes  a man  of  gude,  noghte  ruysand  hym)  of  his  reghte- 
wysnes,  bot  sorowand  of  his  synnys,  and  )^at  man  gedyrs  erthely 
gude  anely  to  the  honowr  of  God,  and  prow  to  o\>er  men)  J?an) 
28  hym-selfe.  HThe  drede  of  God  es,  p&t  we  turne  noghte  Agayne 
tilt  oure  syh)  thurghe  any  ilt  eggyng.  And  )?at  es  drede  p^rfite 
in  vs,  and  gastely.  When  we  drede  to  wrethe  God  in  J^e  leste  syn) 
):at  we  kan)  knawe,  and  flese  it  als  venyih).  Explicit. 


[On  If.  196.] 


The  seven 
gifts  of  the 
Holy  Ghost. 


I.  Counsel, 
whicli  is  the 
taking  up  the 
contempla- 
tive life. 

ij.  Under- 
standing, 
which  teaches 
us  how  to  dis- 
tribute to  the 
needy. 

iij.  Wisdom, 
which  makes 
us  think  of 
Heaven. 
Austyn. 


[t  Lf.  196  bk.] 
iiij.  Strength, 
which  is  sted- 
fastness  in 
good  purpose. 
V.  Pity, 
which  makes 
a man  humble 
to  receive  the 
teaching  of 
Holy  Writ, 
vj.  Cunning, 
wliich  makes 
a man  peni- 
tent and  cha- 
ritable, 
vij.  Tlie  fear 
of  God,  which 
makes  us  fear 
to  sin. 
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IX.  Of  delighting  in  God. 


[Onlf.igebk.] 


Wliat  delight 
in  God  is. 


Its  wonderful 
power. 


Three  things 
which  in- 
crease delight 
in  God. 


Two  things 
which  make 
this  delight 
pure. 


IX. 

Item,  idem  de  dilectacione  in  Deo. 

Also  of  }?e  same, 
delyte  and  ^ernyng  of  Gode. 

Ih^sws,  Marie  filius,  sitmichi  elemens  & propecius ! Amen!  4 

(■^ierny^ig  and  delite  of  Ih«su  Criste,  J>at  has  na  thyng  of 
worldes  thoghtes,  es  wondyrfutt  pure,  haly,  and  faste ; 
and  vvhefD  a man  felis  hym  in  J>at  degre,  than  es  a man 
Circumsysede  gastely.  When)  alt  o\>er  hesynes  and  affeccyons  8 
and  thoghtes  are  drawen)  away  owte  of  his  saule  That  he  may 
hafe  ryste  in  Goddes  lufe,  witA-owtteh)  tagillynge  of  olper  thynges. 

H The  delyte  es  wondirfult.  It  es  sa  heghe  f>at  na  thoghte  may 
reche  ]:>ar-to  to  bryng  it  domD.  ^ It  es  pure,  when  it  es  noghte  1 2 
blendid  with  na  thynge  )?at  es  contrayrie  thare-to,  H And  it  es 
faste,  when)  it  es  clene  and  stabilt,  delitande  by  it-selfe.  H Thre 
thynges  makes  delite  in  Gode  heghe.  Ane  es,  restreynynge  of 
fleschely  luste  in  ccmplecciomie.  AnoJj^r  es,  restreynynge  or  16 
repressynge  of  ill  styrrynge  and  of  temptacione  in  wilt.  The 
thirde  es,  kepynge  or  hegheynge  of  pe  herte  in  lyghtenynge  of 
pe  Halygaste,  J?at  haldis  his  herte  vpe  fra  alt  erthely  thoghtes, 
pai  he  sette  nane  obstakilt  at  the  comynge  of  Criste  in-till  hyin).  20 
U Ilkane  fiat  couaytes  endles  hele.  Be  he  besy  nyghte  and  daye  to 
fulfill  f)is  lare,  or  elles  to  Criste5  lufe  he  may  noghte  wynn) ; For 
it  es  heghe,  and  alt  J>at  it  duellis  in,  it  lyftes  abown)  layery  lustes 
and  vile  couaytes,  and  abown)  alt  affeccyou?is  and  thoghtes  of  24 
any  bodily  thynge.  Twa  thynges  makes  oure  delyte  pure. 
Ane  es,  ternynge  of  sensualite  to  the  sky  It.  For,  wheii)  any  es 
tornede  to  delite  of  hys  fyve  wittes,  alsonwe  vnclennes  entyrs  in- 
to his  saule.  Anoper  es,  pai  pe  sky  11  mekely  be  vssede  in  gastely  28 
thynges,  als  in  medytacyons,  and  orysomis,  and  lukynge  in  haly 
bukes.  For-thy  f»e  delyte  pat  has  noghte  of  vnordaynde 
styrrynge,  and  mekely  has  styrrynge  in  Criste,  and  in  w'hilke 
pe  sensualyte  es  tournede  to  f>e  sky  It,  alt  sette  and  eysede  tytt  32 
God,  makys  a mans  saule  in  ryste  & sekirnes,  and  ay  to  duett  in 


X.  The  union  of  God  with  the  Soul  of  Man. 
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gude  hope,  & to  be  payede  with  aU  Godi5  sandes  witA-owtten) 
gruchynge  or  heuynese  of  thoghte3,  & cetera.  Explicit. 

Explicit  carmen.  Qui  scripsit,  sit  benedictus  ! Amen! 
4 + H Incipit  Speculum  Sancd  Edmundi  Cantuarensis 

Archipiscopi  in  Anglic^■s. 

Here  begynnys  The  Myrrour  of  Seynt  Edmonde  )>e 
Ersebechopd  of  Cant^rberye.  \_Not  printed  herei] 

X. 

8 [The  Anehede  of  Godd  with  mannis  saule.]^ 

Dere  Frende,wit  Ipon  wele  pat  pe  ende  andf)e  soueraynte 
of  perfeccione  standes  in  a verray  anehede  of  Godd 
and  of  manes  saule  by  perfyte  chaiyte.  This  Ende 
fian  es  verrayly  made,  whene  pe  myghtes  of  f>e  saule 
er  refourmede  by  grace  to  |?edignyte  and  J?e  state  oipQ 
firste  condicione,  pat  es,  whene  p&  mynde  es  stablede 
sadely,  wit/t-owtten)  tchangynge  and  vagacyone,  in  Godd  and 
i6  gastely  thynges,  and  when  the  resone  es  cleryde  fra  aH  worldly 
& fleschely  hehaldynges  and  Imagycyones,  fygowrs  and  fantasyes 
of  creatures,  and  es  illumenede  witA  grace  for  to  be-halde 
Godde  and  gastely  thynges,  and  when)  pe  wiH  and  pe  afiPeccyoh) 
20  es  puryfiede  and  clensede  fra  ah  fleschely  lustes,  kyndely  and 
werldly  lufe,  and  es  enflawmede  w^tA  brenuande  lufe  of  pe  Haly 
Gaste.  Bot  J^is  wondirfuh  anehede  may  noghte  be  fulfillede 
ptfrfytely,  contenually,  ne  bally  in  [>is  lyfe,  for  corrupcyoh)  of  pe 
24  flesche,  Bot  anely  in  pe  blysse  of  heueh).  Neuer-J?e-lattere,  pe 
nerre  pat  a saule  in  J>is  pr^sente  lyfe  may  come  to  )?is  anehede, 
pe  mare  perfite  it  es.  For  [}>e  mare]  f>at  it  es  refo^^rmede  by  grace 
tih  pe  ymage  and  pe  lyknes  of  his  creatoure  here  one  [>is  manere 
28  wyse,  pe  more  loy  and  blysse  saH  it  hafe  in  heueh).  Cure  Lorde 
Godd  es  aneEndlesbeynge  wftA,-owtteh)chaungynge,  Ah-myghtty 
wtt/i.-owtteh)  faylynge,  Souerayne  wysdome,  lyghte,  sofastenes 
wit^-owtteh)  evvour  or  myrknes ; Souerayne  gudnes,  lufe.  Pees 

^ This  treatise,  which  is  without  heading  in  the  MS.,  was  ascribed  to 
tlichard  Rolle  by  Sir  F.  Madden  wlien  he  examined  the  Thornton  MS.  in 
1885. 


[t  Leaf  197  ] 


[On  If.  219 
bk.] 

The  Union  of 
God  with 
man’s  Soul  is 
the  highest 
perfection. 


[t  Lf.  220.] 


This  Union 
may  not  be 
fully  reached 
in  this  life. 


The  nature  of 
God, 


Tlie  nearer  a 
Eoul  can  be 
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X.  The  blessings  of  the  union  of  God  with  the  Soul  of  Man. 


brought  to 
tliis  nature 
the  higher  its 
advance. 


The  comfort 
a soul  thus 
gains. 


The  fleshly 
nature  made 
to  minister  to 
its  delight. 


For  this  the 
dignity  of  the 
soul  is  shown. 
[tLf.22obk.] 


and  swetnes  ; J^an,  mare  J?at  a saule  es  Anehede,  fastened,  con- 
fowrmede  & loynede  to  oure  Lorde  Godd,  J?e  mare  stabitt  it  es 
& myghty,  Ipe  mare  wysse  & clere,  Gude,  peyseble,  luffande, 
and  mare  vertuous ; and  so  it  es  mare  p^rfite.  For  a saule  J»at  4 
haues,  by  grace  of  Ih^su,  and  lange  trauayle  of  bodyly  & gastely 
excercyse,ouercommen)anddystroyedeconcupyscensandpassiouns, 
and  vnskittwyse  styrrynges  w^tA--in  it-selfe,  and  witA-owttefD 
in  ]>e  sensualite,  and  es  clede  ^ in  vertus, — as  in  niekenes  and  8 
myldnes,  in  pacyence,  in  sothefastnes,  in  gastely  strenghe  and 
rygbtewisenes,  in  co7^tynence,  in  wysdoin),  in  troutbe,  hope,  and 
charyte, — )?an  es  it  made  pdrfite  als  it  may  be  in  J>is  lyfe.  Mekill 
comforthe  it  reschayues  of  ourd  Lorde,  no3te  anely  inwardly  in  12 
his  preue  substance,  be  ]>e  vertu  of  Ipe  anehede  to  oure  Lorde,  f>at 
lyes  in  knaweynge  and  lufynge  of  GodtT,  in  lyghte  of  gastely 
brywnynge  of  hym),  in  transfowrmynge  of  J?e  saule  in  J>e  Godhede, 
Bot  also  in  many  oper  comforthes,  & Sauoitrs,  swettnes,  and  16 
wondirfult  felynges  one  sere  maners.  Aftir  oure  Lorde  vouches 
safe  to  vesete  his  creatowrs  here  in  erthe,  and  eftyre  J^e  saule  pro- 
fytes  and  waxes  in  charyte.  Some  saule  (by  vertue  of  charyte  J?at 
Godc^gylfes  it)  es  so  clensede,  put  all  creaturs,  in  alt  put  he  heris  20 
or  sese,  or  felis  by  any  of  his  wittes,  turnes  hyih)  till  comforthe 
and  gladnes;  and  pe  sensualite  receyues  newe  savoi^r  and  swetnes 
in  all  creaturs.  And  righte  als  before,  pe  lykynges  in  pe  sensualite 
ware  fleschely,  vayne,  and  vecyous,  for  pe  payne  of  pe  orygynalle  24 
synfD,  righte  so  nowe  puj  ere  made  gastely,  and  dene,  wit/t-owtten) 
bitternes  and  bytynge  of  concyence.  And  ]?is  es  pe  gudnes  of 
oure  Lorde,  put,  sen  pe  saule  es  puneschede  in  the  sensualite,  and 
pe  flesche  es  partynere  of  pe  payne.  That  eftirwarde  pe  saule  be  28 
comforthede  in  hir  sensualite,  and  pe  flesche  be  felawe  of  pe  loye 
and  comforthe  with  pe  saule,  noghte  fleschely,  bot  gastely,  als  he 
was  felawe  in  tribulacione  and  payne.  J>is  es  pe  fredom  & pe 
lordchipe,  t dygnyte  and  pe  wyrchipe?,  put  a manes  saule  base  ou«r  32 
all  creaturs ; The  whylke  dygnyte  he  may  receyue  by  grace  here, 
J?at  ilk  a creature  sauoure  to  hyih)  als  it  es,  and  f>at  es,  when  by 
grace  he  sese,  or  he  heres,  or  he  felys  anely  Godd  in  alt  creaturs. 


* Stain  in  MS. 


Z.  The  Soul  is  made  to  hear  the  Song  of  Angels. 
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One  )?is  man^r  wyse  a saule  es  made  gastely  in  J?e  sensualite  by 
abowndance  of  cbarite  f^at  es  in  pe  substance  of  the  saule.  Also 
oure  Lorde  comforthes  a saule  by  Aungetts  sange.  Bot  what  ]>at 
4 sange  es,  it  may  noghte  [be]  dyscryuede  be  no  bodyly  lyknes,  for  it 
es  gastely,  and  abown)  all  manere  of  ymagynacyone  and  mans 
re  son).  It  may  be  perceyuede  and  felide  in  a saule,  bot  it  may 
noghte  be  spokeii).  Neu€r-f>e-lattere,  I speke  J»are-of  to  )?e  als 
8 me  tbynke.  When  a saule  es  pury’fyede  by  pe  lufe  of  Godd*, 
Illumynede  by  wysedom),  stabled  by  mygbte  of  GodcT,  Than  es  pe 
eghe  of  pe  saule  opyned  to  be-halde  gastely  thynges,  as  vertus, 
Aungetts,  and  haly  saules,  and  heuenly  thynges.  Thane  es  J^e  saule 
j2  abitt,  by  cause  of  clennes,  to  fele  pe  toucheynge,  pe  spekynge  of 
gude  Aungetts.  This  touchyng  and  spekynge  es  gastely,  noghte 
bodyly:  For  when)  pe  saule  es  lyftede  and  raysede  owte  of  the 
sensualyte,  and  ow  te  of  mynde  of  any  erthely  thynges.  Than)  in 
1 5 gret  feruouie  of  lufe  and  lyghte  of  Godd,  if  oure  Lorde  vouche- 
safe,  pe  saule  may  here  & fele  heuenly  sowmfD,  made  by  pe  pre- 
sence of  Aungells  in  louynge  of  Goddl  Noghte  J?at  ]?is  sange  of 
Aungetts  es  souerayne  loy  of  pe  saule,  Bot  a defiference  pat  es 
20  by-twyxe  a manes  saule  in  flesche  and  ane  Aungelle,  be-cause  of 
vnclennes.  A saule  may  noghte  here  it,  bot  by  rauyschynge  in 
lufe,  and  nedis  for  to  be  puryfiede  futt  dene,  and  fullfillide  of 
mekylt  chaiyte,  are  it  ware  abytt  for  to  here  heuenly  sow’uh). 
24  For  pe  soudrayne  and  pe  Escencyalle  loy  es  in  pe  lufe  of  Godd*  by 
hyhD-selfe  and  for  hym)-selfe,  and  pe  secundarye  es  in  comonynge 
and  byhaldynge  of  Aungetts  and  gastely  creaturs.  For,  rj-ghte  as 
a saule,  in  vndii  standynge  of  gastely  thynges,  es  of  ofte  sythes 
28  touched  and  kennede  thurghe  bodyly ymag^macy one,  by  wyrkynge 
of  Aungetts  (as  E5echielle]:eprofetesawe  in  bodilyymagynacyonwe 
pe  sothefastnes  of  Goddes  preuates),  Eighte  so,  in  Ife  lufe  of 
God(T,  a saule,  be  pe  presence  of  Aungelles,  es  raueschede  owte 
32  of  att  mynde  of  erthely  and  fleschely  thynges  in-to  a heuenly  loye, 
to  here  Aungells  saunge  and  heuenly  sowun),  eftir  \at  pe  charite 
es  mare  or  lesse.  Nowe  than),  thynke  me,  pat  per  may  no  saule 
fele  verreyly  Aungells  sange  ne  heuenly  sown),  bot  it  be  in  perfite 
36  charite.  And  noghte  for-thi  att  ]:5at  are  in  pe?*fite  charyte  ne 

B.H.  c 


Also  our  Lord 
comforts  a 
soul  by  angels’ 
song. 


Tills  cannot 
be  fully  de- 
scribed, but  I 
will  speak  of 
it  as  I think. 


The  way  to 
hear  it  is  by 
an  excess  of 
love. 
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And  not  all 
those  who  are 
in  perfect 
charity  can 
hear  it. 


Our  Lord 
knows  tlie 
soul  that  for 
burning 
love  is  worthy 
to  hear  angels’ 
song. 

[f  LL  221.] 


Some  are  de- 
ceived by 
their  own 
imagination 
in  this  matter. 


And  are 
under  delu- 
sions arising 
from  physical 
causes. 


This  is  the 
craft  of  the 
Devil. 


base  noghte  felyde  it,  Bot  anely  J>at  saule  fat  es  piirede  in  f e 
fyre  of  lufe  of  GodcT,  fat  att  erthely  sauoure  es  brynte  owte  of  it, 
and  ait  menes  lettande  be-twyx  f e saule  and  f e clennes  of  Angetts 
es  broken)  and  put  awaye  fra  it.  pan  sotbely  may  be  synge  a 4 
newe  sange,  and  sotbely  may  be  here  a blysfutt  beuenly  sown) 
and  Aiingeits  sange,  w^tA-owtten)  dessayte  or  feynynge.  Oure 
Lorde  wate  wbare  fat  saule  es  fat,  for  abowndance  of  brynnande 
lufe,  es  wortbi  to  bere  Aungelts  sange.  Wba-so  fan  will  bere  8 
Aungells  sange,  and  nogbte  be  dyssayuede  by  feynynge,  t ne  by 
ymagynacyone  of  bym-selfe,  ne  by  illusyone  of  f e Enemy,  bym 
beboues  bafe  perfite  cbarite,  and  fat  es,  when  alt  vayne  lufe  and 
drede,  vayne  loy  and  sorowe,  es  casien)  owte  of  fe  berte,  fat  be  12 
lufes  na  tbynge  bot  GcdcT,  ne  diedis  na  tbynge  bot  Godd’,  ne 
loyes  ne  sorowes  na  tbynge  bot  in  GodtT,  or  of  GodcT.  Wbo-so 
mygbte,  by  fe  grace  of  GodcT,  go  fis  way,  be  sulde  nogbte  erre. 
Neuer-fe-lattere  som)  mefD  ere  disceyued  by  faire  aweniD  ymagy-  16 
nacyon),  or  by  illucyon)  of  f e Enemy  in  fis  matere.  Som)  man), 
when)  be  base  lange  trauelde  bodily  and  ga&tely  in  dystroynge  of 
synnes  and  getynge  of  vertus,  and  perauentare  base  getyiD 
by  grace  a somdele  ryste,  and  a clerete  in  cowcyence,  onone  be  20 
leues  prayers,  redyngs  of  baly  writte,  and  medytacions  of  fe 
passione  of  Criste,  and  f e mynde  of  bis  wrecbidnes,  and,  are 
be  be  callede  of  GodcT,  be  gedyrs  bis  wittys  by  violence  to  seke 
and  to  be-balde  beuenly  tbynges,  are  bis  egbe  be  made  gastely  24 
by  grace,  and  ouertrauells  by  ymagynacionTrs  bis  wittes,  and  by 
vndiscrete  trauellynge  turnes  f e braynes  in  bis  beuede,  and  for- 
brekes  f e mygbtes  and  f e wittes  of  f e saule  and  of  f e body  ; and 
fan),  for  febilnes  of  f e brayne,  bym  tbyukes  fat  be  beres  woundir-  28 
full  sownes  and  sanges,  and  fat  es  no  tbynge  ells  bot  a fantasie 
caused  of  trubblyng  of  fe  brayne,  as  a man)  fat  es  in  a frensye, 
byin)  tbynkes  fat  be  berys  or  sese  fat  na  nofer  man  duse,  and  alt 
es  bot  vanyte  and  fantasie  of  fe  beued ; or  elles  by  wyrkyng  of  32 
f e enemy  fat  fenys  swylke  sowuue  in  b[is  ber]ynge‘.  For  if  a man) 
base  any  presumpcione  in  bis  fantasies  and  in  bis  wirkynge,  and 
f are-be  falles  in-to  vndiscrete  ymagynacyone,  as  it  ware  a frensye, 
and  es  nogbte  kennede  ne  rewlede  of  grace,  ne  cowifortbede  by  36 
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gastely  strenghe,  J?e  deudie  entirs  )?an  by  fals  illumynacyors,  ard 
fals  sownnes  and  swetnes,  and  dyssaues  a mans  Eaule.  And  of 
J?is  false  grounde  sprynges  eircitrs  and  herysyes,  false  prophesyes, 
4 pr^snwpcyons  and  false  rusyn7^gs,  Blasfemyes,  and  sclandiiynges, 
and  many  o\er  meschefes.  And  J>are-fore,  if  J'ou  se  any  mafD 
gastely  ocupiede  Falle  in  any  of  J^ise  synnes,  and  )?ise  dissaytes, 
or  in  frensyes,  wit  ]:ou  wele  J^at  he  herde  neu^r  ne  felide  Aungetts 
8 sange,  ne  heuenly  sowne.  For  sothely,  he  Ip&t  verreyly  heres 
Aungels  sange,  he  es  made  so  wyse  j'at  he  salt  neucr  erre  by 
fantasye,  ne  by  indiscrecyoii),  ne  by  no  sleghte  of  ]?e  deuette. 
Also  soin)  men  felis  in  theire  hei  tes  as  it  ware  a gastely  sowne  and 
12  swete  sanges  of  dyn^rse  manors,  and  J?is  cs  comw? only  gnde,  and 
somtyme  it  may  turne  tylt  dissayte.  J^is  sowne  es  felide  one  ]?is 
wyse.  Some  man)  settis  f>e  thoghte  of  his  heite  anely  in 
name  of  Ih^su,  and  stedfastly  haldis  it  j^are-too  ; and  in  schorte 
i6  tym)  hym  thynkes  that  Jpat  name  t^^7•nes  hyiri)  tilt  gret  comforthe 
and  swetnes,  and  hyni)  thynkes  J>at  pe  name  sownnes  in  his  herte 
delitably,  as  it  were  a saunge,  and  pe  vertu  of  J^is  likynge  es  so 
myghty,  ]?at  it  drawes  in  all  f>e  wittes  of  pe  saule  ]:)are-to.  Who- 
20  so  may  fele  ]?is  sown^^e  and  J»is  swetnes  verrayly  in  his  herte,  wite 
he  wiele  p2ii  it  es  of  Godd;  and  als  lange  als  he  es  meke,  he  salt 
ncghte  be  dissayuede.  Eot  ]^is  es  ncghte  Aungels  sange,  hot  it 
es  a saunge  of  pe  saule,  be  vertu  of  pe  name,  and  by  touchynge  of 
24  pe  gude  Aungels.  For  when  a saule  t offers  it  to  Ihesu  trewly 
& mekely,  puttande  alt  his  traiste  and  his  desyre  in  hym,  and 
besily  kepis  in  his  mynde,  Oure  Lorde  Ihesu,  whene  he  wilt, 
puris  pe  affeccione  of  J?e  saule,  and  fillis  it  & fedis  it  w?t^ 
28  swetnes  of  hym-selfe,  and  makes  his  name  in  pe  felynge  of  pe 
saule  as  hony,  and  as  sange,  and  as  any  thynge  f>at  es  delitabilt. 
So  psit  it  lykes  pe  saule  euer  mare  for  to  cry  ‘ Iheau,  Ihesu  ’ ; and 
noghte  anely  he  base  comforthe  in  }?is,  bot  also  in  psalmes^  and 
32  ympnes,  and  antymms  of  Haly  Kyrke,  pSit  pe  herte  synges  Jraih) 
swetely,  deuotly,  and  frely,  wr'tA-owtteri)  any  trauelle  of  pe  saule, 
or  bitternes,  in  pe  same  tyih),  and  notej  pat  Haly  Kyrke  vses. 
This  es  pe  gude  and  of  pe  gyfte  of  Godd,  For  pe  srtbstance  of  )^is 
* MS.  spalmes. 


And  no  true 
hearing  of 
angels’  song. 


other  delu- 
sions that 
may  arise  in 
the  mind. 


Danger  aris- 
ing from  an 
intense  devo- 
tion to  the 
name  of 
Jesus. 


Difference  be- 
tween angels' 
song  and  the 
songs  of  the 
Lord. 

[f  Lf.  221  bk.] 
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Danger  from 
vain -glory. 


Danger  from 
a mere 
mechanical 
remembrance 
of  the  name  of 
Jesus. 


This  is  no- 
thing but 
blindness  and 
folly. 


Our  safety 
lies  in  hu- 
mility. 


These  are  my 
views,  though 
others  may  be 
able  to  say 
more. 


felynge  lyes  in  J?e  lufe  of  Ihesu,  whilke  es  fedde  and  lyghtenede 
by  swilke  maner  of  sanges.  Neuer-j^e-lattere,  in  )?is  maner 
felynge  a saule  may  be  disceyuede  by  vayne  glorye,  noghte  in 
)?at  tyin)  \>ai  affeccicn)  synges  to  Ihesu  and  loues  Ihesu  4 
in  swetnes  of  bym,  bot  eftyrwarde,  whan  it  cesses,  & )?e  herte 
kelis  of  lone  of  Ihesu,  Than)  entyrs  in  vayne  glorie.  Also  sum 
maiO  es  dessayuede  on  J?is  wyese.  He  heris  wele  say  f>at  it  es 
glide  to  haue  Ih^su  in  his  mynde,  or  any  o]?er  gude  worde  of  8 
Godd]  and  ]5an)  he  streynes  his  herte  myghtyly  to  J?at  name,  and 
by  acostoin)  he  hase  it  nerehande  alway  in  his  mynde.  Noghte 
for-thi  he  felis  nou]?er  ]:)are-by,  in  his  affeccyonne,  swetnes,  ne 
lighte  of  knawynge  in  his  resouh),  bot  anely  a nakede  mynde  of  12 
GodtT  or  of  Ih^su,  or  of  Mary,  or  of  any  oj^^r  gude  worde.  Here 
may  be  disceyte,  noghte  for  it  es  ilt  to  hafe  Ihesu  in  mynde  on)  fjis 
wyse,  Bot  if  he  [think  a thinge]  and  this  mynde,  ]?at  es  anely  his 
awen)  wyrkynge  by  custom),  halde  it  a specyalle  vesytacyoiD  of  16 
oure  Lorde,  and  thynke  it  mare  J^ah)  it  es.  For,  wite  ]>ou  wele, 
pat  a nakede  mynde  or  a nakede  ymagycion)  of  Ihesu  or  of  any 
gastely  thynge,  wit/i-owtteh)  swetnes  of  lufe  in  pe  affecciofD,  or 
wttA-owtten)  lyghte  of  knawynge  in  resouiD,  es  bot  a blyndnes,  20 
and  a waye  to  dessayte,  if  a man)  halde  it  in  his  aweh)  mare  )?ah) 
it  es.  Thare-fore  I halde  it  sehyre  pat  he  be  meke  in  his  aweiD 
felynge,  and  halde  J>is  mynde  in  regarde  noghte,  tilt  he  mo  we,  be 
custom)  and  vsynge  of  J?is  mynde,  fele  pe  fyie  of  lufe  in  his  affec-  24 
cion),  and  pe  lyghte  of  knawynge  in  his  resoiD.  Loo  ! I haue 
tolde  pe  in  J>is  mat^r  a lyttilt  as  me  thynke;  noghte  affeimande 
pat  J?is  suffisches,  ne  pat  f)is  es  \e  sothefastnes  in  J)is  mater.  Bot 
if  \e  thynke  it  of>er-wyse,  or  elles  any  oper  mail)  sauottr  by  grace  28 
pe  contrarye  here-to,  I leue  pe  saying,  and  gyfe  stede  to  hym.  It 
sufficeth  to  me  for  to  lyffe  in  trouthe  princypally,  and  noghte  in 
felynge. 

[Folloivs,  on  Lf.  222,  a Poem  : 32 

pi  loy  be  ilke  a dele  to  serue  thi  GodiT  to  paye  . . . 

ends  : Thow  salt  hym  se  wiih  eghe 

And  come  to  Criste  thi  frende.] 

Explicit,  &c.  36 
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XL 


[Active  and  Contemplative  Liee^] 


t [ b Retbirne  and  susteryne  bodely  and  goostely,  two  maner  of 
states  tlierbene  in  holychircb,  be  the  which  cristensoules 
plesyn)  God  andgettyn  hem  the  blisse  of  heveh),  the  one  is 
4 bodily,  and  the  other  is  gostely.  Bodely  wirkyngelongith 

principally  to  worldely  men  or  women,  the  which  haunteh)  leue- 
fully  worldely  goodes,  and  wilfully  vsen  worldely  besynessis. 
Also  itt  longith  to  att  yonge  begynnynge  men,  which  come  newe 
8 oute  of  worldely  synnes  to  the  seruyce  of  God,  forto  make 
hem  able  to  goostely  wyrkyng^^,  and  forto  breke  downe  the 
vnbuxomnes  of  the  body  be  skiR,  And  swich  bodely  wyrkynges 
that  itt  myght  be  souple  and  redy,  and  not  moch  contrarious 
2 to  the  spirite  in  gostely  wyrkynge.  For,  as  seynt  Poule  seith, 
as  women  was  niaade  for  man,  and  not  man  for  women),  Ryght 
so  bodely  wirkyngis  was  maade  for  goostely,  and  not  gostely  for 
bodely.  Bodely  wirkyngis  goth  before,  and  gostely  comyth  aftir, 
6 so  seith  seynt  Poule, 

Non  quod  prius  spm^uale,  sed  quod  prius  animale,  deinde 
spirituale. 


[t  Lf.  59.1 
The  two  states 
in  Holy 
Churcli, 
bodily  and 
ghostly. 

[Bibl.  Reg. 

17.  C.  xviii.] 


The  Ghostly 
state  the 
highest. 


^ The  Lincoln  manuscript  of  this  treatise  being  imperfect,  the  beginning, 
to  p.  27,  line  29,  is  supplied  from  a British  Museum  MS.  (Bibl.  Reg.  17.  C. 
xviii).  This,  as  will  be  observed,  is  in  a different  dialect  from  the  Thornton 
MS.,  being  more  modern,  and  according  to  Mr.  Morris’s  test  of  the  verbal 
plurals,  of  Midland  dialect.  There  is  also  a MS.  of  the  treatise  in  Cambridge 
University  Library,  which  differs  in  dialect  from  both  the  above,  and 
appears  to  be  of  still  later  date.  We  give  a sentence  from  each  by  way  of 
comparison  of  the  spelling : — 


Thornton. 

men)  ]>at  ware  in  prela- 
cye  and  6\>er  also  ]>at  ware 
haly  temperalle  men)  had 
full  charite  in  affeccione 
witA-in  and  also  in  wirk- 
ynge  wit^-owtten). 


B.  M. 

men  that  were  in  pre- 
laci  and  othir  also  that 
were  holy  tempered  men) 
had  full  cherite  with  affec- 
Cion  with-in  and  also  in 
wirkynge  with-outen). 


Cambridge. 

men  pa,t  wern  in  prela- 
cie  and  opere  also  pa,t  wern 
temporal  men  hadde  ful 
charite  in  affectioun  with- 
inne  and  also  in  werkynge 
with-outen. 
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Bibl.  Reg. 

. C,  xviii.] 

The  Ghostly 
state  not 
easily 
reached. 


[t  Lf.  59  bk.] 


We  must  wait 
and  work. 


What  bodily 
working  is. 


These  works 
are  pleasing 
to  God, 


And  a neces- 
sary founda- 
tion for  spiri- 
tual advance- 
ment. 


g Ostely  werke  comyth  not  firsle ; but  firste  comyth  bodely 
werke  that  is  doone  by  the  body,  and  sithen  coniyth  gostely 
aftir ; and  this  is  the  cause  why  itt  behouyth  the  to  be  soo,  for 
we  are  borne  in  synne  and  in  corrupcmn  of  the  flessh,  by  the  4 
which  we  be  so  blyndet  and  so  ouerlaide,  that  we  haue  nethir 
the  gostely  knowynge  of  God ‘by  light  of  vndirstondynge,  ne 
gostely  felynge  of  hym  by  dene  desire  of  lovynge.  And  for-thi 
we  mowe  not  sodenly  stir  oute  of  this  mirke  pitte  of  this  flesshly  8 
corrupc^on  into  that  gostely  light.  For  we  may  not  suffre  t itt 
ne  here  itt  for  sekenes  of  oure  silfe,  no  more  than  we  may  with 
oure  bodely^  eene,  when  J?ei  be  sore,  beholde  the  light  of  the  sonne. 
And  therfor  we  muste  abide,  and  wirke  be  processe  of  tyme.  12 
F irste  bi  bodily  werkis  besili,  vnto  we  be  discharged  of  tliis 
hevy  birthen  of  synne,  J>e  which  lettith  vs  fro  goostely 
wirkynge.  And  till  oure  soule  be  somwhat  clensid  from  gret 
outewarde  synnes,  and  abiled  to  gostely  werke.  By  this  bodely  16 
wirkynge  that  I spake  of,  may  J)ou  vndirstonde  all  maner  of 
goode  werke  that  thi  soule  doth  by  J)e  wittes  and  the  membres 
of  thi  bodi  vnto  thi  silfe, — as  in  fastynge,  wakeynge,  and  in 
refreynynge  of  thi  flesshly  lustis,  be  othir  pennaunce  doynge, — or  20 
to  thine  even  cristen,  by  fulfillynge  of  the  dedis  of  mercy  bodili 
or  gostely,  or  vnto  God,  by  suflfrynge  of  all  maner  bodely  mischeves 
for  the  loue  of  rightwisnes.  And  thees  werkis  doone  in  trouth 
by  charite  pleysyn  God,  with-out  the  which  J?ei  be  noght.  Than  24 
who-so  desirith  forto  be  occupied  gostely,  hit  is  sekir  and 
profitable  to  hym  that  he  be  firste  welt  assaide  a longe  tyme 
in  this  bodely  ^ wirkynge,  for  thies  bodely  dedis  ar  tokyne  and 
shewynge  of  moralle  vertues,  with-oute  which  a soule  is  not  28 
able  forto  werke  gostely.  Breke  downe  firste  pride  in  bodely 
berynge,  and  also  with-in  tlii  herte,  thynkynge,  boostynge,  and 
prikkynge  and  preysynge  of  thi  silfe  and  of  thi  dedis,  pr«- 
sumynge  of  thi  silfe,  and  veynlikynge  of  thi  silfe,  of  eny  thynge  32 
that  God  hath  sent  the,  bodili  or  gostely.  Breke  downe  also 
envy  and  Ire  ayene  thyne  even  cristen),  wlie}>er  he  be  riche  or 
pore,  goode  or^  badde,  that  )?ou  hate  hym  nott,  ne  haue 
^ MS.  bedely.  ® MS.  of. 
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disdeyne  of  hym  wilfully,  t nethir  in  worde,  ne  in  dede.  Att-so  Lf.  6o.] 
breke  doune  Couatise  or  worldely  goode,  J?at  J>ou  (for  lioldyngc  j 

or  getynge  or  sauynge  of  itt)  offende  not  thi  conscience,  ne  breke 
4 not  charite  to  God  and  to  tbi  even  cristen,  for  lone  of  no 
worldely  gode,  but  that  f>ou  getiste  to  kepe  itt  and  to  spened 
itt  with-oute  loue  or  vaynlikynge  of  itt,  as  reson  askitb,  in 
worship  of  God,  and  helpe  of  thyne  evyn  cristyh).  Breke  when  well 
8 doune  also,  as  J>ou  may,  flesshely  likynges,  6\>er  in  accidie  or  in  bodily  good 

works  you 

bodili  ease,  or  glotonie,  or  licherye : and  ban,  whan  bou  haste  be  may  advance 

■*  . to  spiritual 

wet!  trauailed  and  wele  assaide  in  all  swich  bodily  werkes, 
than  may  }?ou  bi  grace  ordeyne  the  to  goostely  wirkynges. 

12  Grace  and  the  goodenes  of  oure  lorde  Ih^su  Criste  that  he 
hath  shewed  to  the, — in  with-drawynge  of  thyne  herte  fro  luste 
and  from  likynges  of  worldely  vanite,  and  vse  of  flesshly  synnes 
and  in  the  turnynge  of  thi  wilt  enterely  to  his  s<?ruyce  and  his 
1 6 plesaunce, — bryngith  into  my  herte  much  mater  to  loue  hym  in 
his  mercy.  And  also  itt  sterith  me  gretly  to  strength  the  in  thi 
goode  purpos  and  thi  wirkynge  that  fou  haste  begon),  forto 
brynge  itt  to  a goode  ende,  if  that  I coude,  and  principally  for 
20  God,  and  sithen  for  tendir  afifeccton  of  loue  which  J?ou  haste  to 
me,  Thoffe  I be  a wrech  and  vnworthi.  I knowe  welt  the 
desire  of  thi  herte,  that  f>ou  desiriste  gretely  to  serue  oure  Lorde 
by  goostely  occupacton,  and  holy,  with-oute  lettynge  or  strobil- 
24  lynge  of  worldely  besynes,  J?at  }>ou  myght  com  by  grace  to  more 
knowynge  and  gostely  felynge  of  God,  and  of  gostely  thyngis. 

This  desire  is  goode,  as  I hope,  and  of  God,  for  itt  is  sente  vnto  The  desire  of 
t hym  specially.  Nevirtheles  itt  is  to  refreyne  and  rewlen  by  contemplative 

life 

28  discrecton,  as  even  outwarde  wirkynge  aftir  the  state  that  J)ou  [+Lf.  60*  bk] 
arte  in,  for  charite  vnrewled  turnyth  som  tyme  into  vice.  And 
for  this  is  seid  in  holy  write,  ‘ Ordinauit  in  me  caritatem,' 

That  is  to  sey,  oure  Lorde  yevjnge  to  me  cherite,  sett  itt  in  ordir,  But  even  the 
32  and  in  reule,  that  itt  shulde  nat  be  loste  by  myne  discrec^on.  nSViways 
Right  BO  this  charite  and  this  desire  that  oure  Lorde  hattth 
yeven),  of  his  mercy,  to  the,  is  forto  rule  and  ordeyne  how  thou 
shalte  pursewe  itt,  aftir  J^i  degre  askitb,  and  aftir  the  lyvynge 
36  that  thou  haste  vsed  by-for  this  tyme,  and  after  the  grace  of 
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XI.  The  Union  of  the  tvjo  Lives. 


[Bibl.  Reg. 
17.  C.  xviii.] 
The  claims 
which  active 
life  has. 


The  works  of 
active  and 
contemplative 
life  to  be 
joined. 

Lt  Lf.  61.] 


The  three 
sorts  of  lives : 
Active,  Con- 
templative, 
and  Mixed. 


vertues  that  f>ou  now  haste.  Thow  shalt  not  vttirly  folow  thi 
desire  forto  leve  occupacion  and  besynes  of  the  worlde  which  ar 
nedefutt  to  vsen,  in)  reulynge  of  thi  silfe  and  of  aft  othir  that 
ar  vndir  thi  kepynge,  and  yeve  the  holy  to  gostely  occupaczon  of  4 
prayers  and  holy  meditacions  as  itt  were  a frere  or  a monke,  or 
ano)?er  man)  that  war  not  bonden)  to  the  worlde  by  children  and 
s^ruantes  as  f>ou  arte,  for  itt  fallith  not  to  the.  And  if  j^ou  doo 
soo,  thou  kepiste  not  the  ordire  and  charite.  Also  yf  ]:)ou  woldiste  8 
leveh)  vttirl}"  gostely  occupac^on,  namely  now  aftir  J>e  grace  that 
God  bath  yevefD  vnto  }?e,  and  sett  the  holy  to  the  besynes 
of  the  worlde,  to  the  fulfillynge  of  the  werkis  of  actife  lifife 
as  fully  as  anothir  man)  that  nevir  felt  deuocfoii),  thou  leuyste  1 2 
the  ordir  of  cherite,  for  thi  state  askith  forto  doo  both  ilkon) 
of  hem  in  dyvyrs  tymes.  Thou  shalt  medle  the  werkes  of 
acttife  liffe  with  goostely  werkis  of  live  comtewplatyfe,  and  than 
)5ou  doste  wele.  For  J^ou  shalt  00  tyme  with  Martha  be  besy  16 
forto  reule  and  goueme  thi  householde,  thi  children,  thi  ser- 
uantes,  pi  neghboris,  and  thi  tenantes  ; if  f>ei  do  welt,  comforth 
hem  there-in  and  helpe  hem ; if  thei  do  eviH,  forto  teche 
hem,  amende  hem,  and  chastise  hem.  And  thou  shalt  also  loke  20 
and  knowe  wysely  thi  thyngis  and  thi  worldely  good«s,  f>at  J^ei  be 
ryghtwysly  kepte  bi  thi  s^niant^s,  gouerned  and  truly  si^endid, 
that  ]?ou  myght  the  more  plentivosly  fulfiK  the  dedis  of  mercy 
with  hem  vnto  thyne  evyn  cristen.  Also  thou  shalt,  with  Maria,  24 
leve  besines  of  the  world,  and  sitt  dovne  at  the  fete  of  oure  Lorde 
by  mekenes  in  prayers,  and  in  holy  thoght<55  and  in  contempla- 
ctoh)  of  hym  as  he  yevith  the  grace ; and  so  shalt  f>ou  goo  from 
the  oone  to  the  othir  medefully,  and  fulfill  hem  both,  and  than  28 
kepiste  J>ou  well  the  ordir  of  cherite. 

Vnto  what  manor  of  men  longith  actiife  liffe. 

n eu^rtheles,  that  f>ou  haue  no  wondre  of  this  that  I say,  f>ere- 
fore  I shalt  tell  and  declare  to  the  a litilt  of  this  more 
opynly.  J>ou  shalt  vuderstonde  that  pere  is  iij  maner  of  livyngis  : 32 
One  is  actife,  anothir  comtemplatife,  the  thride  is  made  of  both, 
and  that  is  medlid.  Actyfe  liffe  alon,  that  longith  to  worldely 
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men  and  womew  which  ar  lerned  in  knowynge  ^ of  gostely 
occupac^on,  for  )?ei  fele  no  sauoure  ne  deuocfon  be  femour  of  lone, 
as  othir  men  doo,  ne  thei  can  no  skili  of  itt,  and  yitt  nevirtheles 
4 thei  haue  drede  of  Grod,  and  of  the  payne  of  hett,  and  \)ere^0Ye  thei 
t fle  synne,  and  thei  haue  desire  forto  please  God,  and  forto  com 
to  heven,  and  a goode  wille  hauen  to  her  even)  cristen).  Vnto 
these  men  itt  is  nedefutt  and  spedefult  to  vse  the  werkis  of  Actife 
8 liffe  als  hesili  as  J>ei  may,  in  the  helpe  of  liem  silfe  and  of  hir 
even  cristen),  for  thei  can  nott  els  doo. 

Vnto  which  men  longith  contemplatife  lifF. 

c ontemplatife  liffe  alon  longith  to  swyche  men  and  women 
1 2 that,  for  the  lone  of  Godd,  for-saken  alt  opyn  synnes  of  the 

worlde,  and  of  hir  flessh,  and  alt  besynes  chargis,  and  grevance 
of  worldely  goodis,  and  maken  hem  silfe  pore  and  naked,  to  the 
bare  nede  of  the  bodili  kynde,  and  fre  fro  soueraynte  of  alle 
i6  othir  men,  to  the  seruice  of  God.  Ynto  tides  men  itt  longith 
forto  trauaile  and  occupy  hem  inwardly  forto  gett,  thorow  the 
grace  of  our  Lorde,  clennes  in  herte,  and  pes  in  conscience,  bi  the 
distroynge  of  synne  and  receyvynge  of  vertues,  and  so  forto  com 
20  to  the  comtemplacion) ; which  clennes  may  not  be  hadd*  with-out 
gret  excersyice  of  body  and  continued  trauaile  of  the  spirit,  in 
deuoute  prayers,  feruent  desires,  and  gostely  meditacfons. 

Vnto  which  men  longith  medelid  liffe. 

24  t he  thride  liffe,  that  is,  medlid  liffe,  itt  longith  to  men  of 
holi-chirch,  as  to  prelates  and  to  6\>er  Curatis,  the  which 
han  cure  and  souerante  ouer  othir  men  forto  teche  and  reule  hem, 
both  hir  bodies  and  hir  soules,  principally  in)  fulfillynge  of  the 
28  dedis  of  mercy  bodili  and  gostely.  Vnto  thes  men  itt  longith 
som  tyme  to  vsen)  werkis  of  mercy  in  actife  liffe,  ifD  helpe  and 
Bustinaunce  of  hem  silfe  and  of  hir  sugettis  and  of  othir  also, 
t and  som  tyme  forto  leve  alt  man^r  of  besines  ovtewarde,  and 
32  yeve  hem  vnto  prayers  and  meditacions,  and  redynge  of  holy 
writt,  and  to  othir  gosteli  occupac^ons,  after  that  thei  fele  hem 
^ nothing  (?). 


[Bibl.  Reg. 
17.  C.  xviii.] 

Those  wlio 
are  called  to 
the  Active 
life. 


[t  Lf.  61  hk.] 


Tliose  who 
are  called  to 
the  life  Con- 
templative. 


Those  who 
are  called  to 
the  Mixed 
life. 

The  secular 
clergj-. 


[t  Lf.62.] 
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XI.  To  whom  the  Mixed  Life  Appertains. 


[Bibl.  Reg. 
17.  C.  xviii  ] 

Rich  men 
who  have 
devout  iiicli- 
nations. 


Such  men 
cannot 
abandon 
tiieir  active 
duties  with- 
out sin. 


Neither  must 
they  neglect 
spiritual 
duties. 


Our  Lord 
practised  the 
Mixed  life. 

[t  Lf.  62  bk.] 


disposed’.  Also  itt  longith  to  som  temperalt  men,  the  which  han 
sou^raynte  with  michelt  haver  of  worldely  goodis,  and  han  also 
as  itt  wer  lordisshipd  oxxer  othir  men)  forto  gouerne  and  sustene 
hem,  as  a fader  hath  ovir  his  children,  a maistre  oner  his  ser-  4 
uantis,  and  a lorde  ovir  his  tenant^5,  the  which  men  han  also 
receyved  of  oure  Lord^s  yifte  grace  of  deuoc^on,  and  in)  party 
sauoure  of  gostely  occupacfon,  vnto  these  men  also  longith  medlid 
lifife,  that  is  both  actife  and  contemplatife.  For  if  j^ese  men,  g 
stondynge  the  charge  and  the  bonde  which  thei  haue  taken),  wille 
leve  \iier\y  the  besynes  of  the  worl (T,  the  which  owe  skilfully  to 
be  vsed  in  fulfillynge  of  hir  charge,  and  hooly  yeve  hem  to  con- 
templatife liffe,  thei  doo  not  Avell,  for  thei  kepenott  the  ordir  of  12 
cherite.  For  charite,  as  J^ou  knowiste,  lith  both  in)  loue  of  God 
and  of  thyne  evyn)  cristen),  and  )?ere-fore  itt  is  resou>iable,  that 
he  that  hath  cherite,  vse  both,  in)  wirkynge  now  to  the  one  and 
now  to  the  othir.  For  he  J>at,  for  the  loue  of  God  ifD  contempla-  16 
cfon,  levith  the  loue  of  his  evyn  cristen),  and  doth  not  to  hym  as 
he  oght  when  he  is  bonden  J>ere-to,  he  fulfillith  no  cherite.  Also, 
on  the  contrary  wise,  who*so  hath  * gret  rewarde  to  wirke  actife 
liffe  and  to  besinwes  of  J>e  worlde  that,  for  the  loue  of  his  evyn)  20 
cristen),  he  levith  gostely  occupacion  vtterly,  after  f>at  God  hath 
disposed  hem  there- too,  thei  fulfill  not  cherite.  This  is  the  seynge 
of  seynt  Gregory.  For-thi  our  Lorde,  forto  stere  som  forto  vse 
this  medlid*  liffe,  toke  vpon  hym  silfe  the  person)  of  swiche  24 
t maner  of  men,  both  of  prelates,  and  of  othir  swich  as  ar  disposed 
ther-to  as  I haue  seide,  and  yave  hem  ensample,  by  his  owen 
wirkynge,  that  thei  shulde  vse  this  medlid  liffe  as  he  did,  that 
tyme  he  comyned  with  men  and  medled  with  men,  shewynge  to  28 
hem  his  dedis  of  mercy.  For  he  taght  the  vn-couthe  and  vn- 
kunnynge  by  his  prechynge,  he  vesited  J>e  seke,  and  helid  hem  of 
hir  sores,  he  fedde  the  hungry,  and  he  contorted  the  sory.  And 
an  othir  tym  he  lefte  f>e  conuersacfon  of  alt  worldely  men,  and  of  33 
his  disciplis,  and  went  into  disserte  vpon  the  hilles,  and  con- 
tinued* alt  night  in  prayers  alone,  as  the  gospel!  seith.  pis 
medlid  liffe  shewith  oure  Lorde  in  hym  silfe  to  ensample  of  alt 
^ MS.  hatith. 
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othir  that  ban  taken  the  charge  of  ))is  medlid  liffe,  that  f>ei  sliulcT 
00  tyme  yeveh)  hem  to  besynes  and  worldely  thyngis  att  resonable 
nede,  and  to  the  werkes  of  actiffe  liffe  in  profitt  of  lier  encres- 
4 ynge,  which  J»ei  haue  cure  of.  And  ah)  othir  tyme  yive  hem  holy 
to  deuocion  and  to  contemplacfon,  in  prayers  and  in  meditacmn. 

How  holy  bisshopes  vsed  medled  liffe. 

t his  liffe  ledde  and  vsed  this  holy  Bisshopis  be-for,  which 
8 had  cure  of  mennes  soules,  and  ministracfon  of  tempera!! 
goode5.  For  thes  holy  men)  lefte  not  witterly  the  mimstracfon 
of  the  lokynge  and  the  dispendynge  of  worldely  goodes,  and  yeve 
hem  holy  to  comtemplacfon,  as  moch  comtemplacton  as  thei  had. 
12  But  thei  lefte  full  of  hir  owen  reste  in  comtemplacmn  when^ 
thei  had  we!!  lever  haue  bene  stilt  J^at,  for  loue  of  hir  even 
cristeh),  )?ei  intermettid  hem  with  worldely  besynes  in  helpynge 
of  hir  sugettis;  and  sothly  that  was  charite.  For  wysely  and 
1 6 discretely  thei  departed  hir  letvynge  in  two : 0 tyme  thei  fulfilled? 
the  lower  party  of  cherite  bi  werkes  of  Actife  liffe,  for  thei  wer 
bonden  )?er-to  by  takynge  of  theire  prelacies;  And  a-nothir 
tyme  thei  fulfilled  the  hyer  party  of  cherite,  in)  contemplac^on 
20  of  God  and  of  gostely  thyngis,  by  prayers  and  meditactons  ; and 
so  thei  had  cherite  to  God  and  to  hir  evyn)  cristen),  both  in 
affeccion  of  soule  with-ifD,  And  also  with  shewynge  of  bodili 
dedis  with-outen).  OJ^er  men  that  wer  oonly  contemplatifife,  and 
24  were  free  from  a!!  cures  and  prelaci,  f>ei  had  fu!!  cherite  to  God 
and  to  hir  evyn)  cristen,  but  itt  was  oonly  in  affeccton)  of  hir 
soule,  and  not  in)  outewarde  shewynge ; and  in  hap  so  moch  itt 
was  more  fu!!  inwarde,  )?ei " myght  not,  ne  itt  nede  not,  ne  itt 
28  fe!!  not  for  hyih). 

But  these]  t men)  J?at  were  in  prslacye,  and  o\)er  also  fat  were 
haly  temperalle  men),  had  fu!!  charite  in  affeccione  wit/t-in,  and 
also  in  wirkynge  vvith-owtten) ; and  fat  is  propirly  fis  mellide 
32  lyfe,  fat  es  made  bathe  of  actyffe  lyfe  and  of  contemplatyfe  lyfe. 

And  sothely  for  swilke  a man)  fat  es  in  spm^uelle  sousraynte, 
as  in  prelacy e,  in  cure,  in  gouernance  of  ofer,  as  prelates  bene, 


[Bibl.  Resr. 
17.  C.  xviii.] 


Holy  bishops 
liave  used 
this  life. 


And  in  both 
parts  of  it 
exercised 
charity, 
tt  Lf.  63.] 


[f  Thorn- 
ton MS. 
leaf  223.] 


Tlie  mixed 
life  the  best 
for  prelates 


* MS.  whei. 
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and  lords  and 
those  who 
have  temporal 
possessions. 
But  for  others 
the  life  con- 
templative 
the  best. 


■Which  how- 
ever may  be 
abandoned  if 
need  require. 


But  for  thee 
the  mixed  life 
is  most  fit  as 
being  placed 
in  a post  of 
dignity  and 
rule. 


It  is  fitting 
that  you 
should  care- 
fully divide 
your  life  into 
two  parts,  one 
for  religion, 
one  for  busi- 
ness. 


or  in  temp^ralle  soueraynte,  as  worldly  lordes  and  maysters  bene, 

I halde  ]:>is  mellide  lyfe  beste,  and  maste  by-houely  to  f>am),  als 
lange  als  f>ay  ere  bownden)  ^er-io.  Bot  to  d^er,  )?at  ere  fre,  and 
noghte  bownden)  to  tempgrale  mynystracyon),  ne  to  sptr^^ualle,  4 
I hope  l^at  lyfe  coTitemplatyfe  allane,  if  }>ay  myghte  coin)  sotbe- 
fastly  ]?are-to,  were  beste  and  maste  spedfutl,  maste  medfult  and 
faire,  and  maste  worthi  to  }>am)  for  to  vse  and  to  halde,  & 
noghte  for  to  leue  wilfully  for  nane  owtwarde  werkes  of  actyfe  8 
lyfe,  Bot  if  it  ware  in  gret  nede,  at  gret  releuynge  & comforthynge 
of  6\>er  men),  ouf>er  of  \>oiTe  body  or  of  J>aire  saule.  Than),  if  nede 
aske,  at  j^e  prayere  and  instaunce  of  d\>er,  or  elles  at  f>e  biddynge 
of  oj^er  gouernaunce,  I hope  it  es  gude  to  fiaifD  for  to  schewe  12 
owtwarde  werkes  of  actyfe  lyfe  for  a tym),  in  helpynge  of  Jriaire 
euencristen).  By  this  that  I hafe  saide,  ]?ou  may  in  party  vndir- 
stande  whilke  es  a lyfe  and  wliilke  es  o]>er,  and  whilke  accordis 
maste  to  thi  state  of  lyffynge.  And  sothely,  as  me  tliynke,  this  16 
Mellid  lyfe  accordis  maste  to  J?e ; For,  sen)  owre  Lorde  base 
ordaynede  and  sett  J^e  in  j^e  state  of  soueraynte  ouer  oj^er,  als 
mekett  als  it  es,  and  lent  J?e  habowndance  of  worldly  gudes  for 
to  rewle  and  susten)  specyaly  aB  fiose  fat  are  vndire  thi  gouer-  20 
nance  and  thi  lordchipe,  after  thi  myghte  & thi  cunnynge,  and 
also  after  thou  hase  ressayuede  grace  of  f e mercy  of  oure  Lorde 
Godd’  for  to  hafe  sumwhate  knawynge  of  thi  selfe,  and  gastely 
desyre  and  savonr  of  his  lufe,  I hope  fat  fis  lyfe  fat  es  mellide  24 
es  beste,  and  accordes  maste  to  f e for  to  trauelle  f e fare-in  ; 
And  fat  es,  to  depart  wyesly  thi  lylfynge  in  two ; a tyme  to  f e 
tane,  and  anof er  tyme  to  f e tof  er ; For,  wiet  fou  wele,  if  f ou  leue 
nedfutt  besynes  of  actyf  lyfe,  and  be  rekles,  and  take  na  kepe  of  28 
thi  worldly  gudes,  how  fay  be  spendide  and  kepide,  ne  hafe  no 
force  of  thi  sugetis  and  of  thyn)  euencristefD,  by-cause  of  desire 
and  wiB  fat  fou  hase  anely  for  to  gyffe  f e to  gastely  ocupacyoiD, 
wenande  fat  fou  arte  therby'excusede — if  fou  do  so,  fou  dose  32 
noghte  wysely.  Whate  are  alt  thi  werkes  worthe,  whethire  fay 
be  bodyly  or  gastely,  bot  if  thay  be  done  ryghtefully  and  reson- 
nably,  to  fe  wirchipe  of  Godd’,  and  at  His  byddynges?  Now 
sothely,  righte  noghte.  Thane,  if  fou  leue  fat  thynge  fat  fou  36 
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arte  bowndeiD  to,  by  way  of  charite,  aporO  righte  and  resofD, 
and  wiH  bally  gyffe  J^e  to  a-no)?er  thynge,  wilfully  as  it  ware,  for 
mare  plesance  of  hym,  t wbilke  J?ou  arte  noglite  bowndeii)  to,  Thou 
4 dose  noghte  wirchipe  discretly  to  Hyin).  Thou  arte  besy  to 
wirchipe  his  heuede  and  his  face,  and  aray  it  faire  and  curyusly, 
hot  ]:>ou  leues  his  body  and  ]>e  armes  and  f>e  fete  raggede  and 
rente,  and  takes  no  kepe  f>are-of.  And  fan  fou  wirchipis  hyih) 
8 noghte.  For  it  es  a velany,  a man)  for  to  be  curyously  arrayede 
apon)  his  heuede  with  perr6  and  precyous  stanes,  and  all  his 
body  be  nakide  and  bare,  as  it  ware  a beggere.  Righte  so, 
gastely,  it  es  no  wyrchipe  to  Godd*  for  to  couer  His  heuede  and 
12  leue  His  body  bare.  Thou  satt  vndirstande,  fat  oure  Lorde 
Ihesu  Criste,  as  man),  es  heuede  of  a gastely  body,  whilke  es 
Haly  Kirke.  The  membris  of  this  body  are  all  cristen)  men). 
Som)  are  armes,  and  som)  are  fete,  and  soih)  ere  oper  membris, 
1 6 aftire  sundre  wirkynges  fat  fay  vse  in  thaire  lyffynge.  Than,  if 
fou  be  besy  w^t7i  all  fi  myghte  for  to  array e his  heuede,  fat  es, 
for  to  wirchipe  hyih)  selfe  by  mynde  of  his  passion)  or  of  his  oper 
werkes  in  his  manhede,  by  deuocyoh)  and  meditacioh)  of  Hym), 
20  and  forgetis  His  fete,  fat  ere  thi  childire,  tin  s^ruante^,  thi 
tenaitntes,  and  all  thyn)  euencristyn),  and  latis  fam)  spitt  for 
defaute  of  kepynge — vnarayede,  vnkepide,  and  noghte  tente  to 
as  fam)  aughte  for  to  be, — thow  pleses  Hym)  noghte.  For  fou 
24  duse  no  wirchipe  to  Hyih).  Thou  makes  fe  for  to  kysse  His 
mouthe  by  deuocyoh)  and  gastely  prayere,  bot  fou  tredis  apoh) 
His  fete  and  defoules  fain),  in  als  mekifl:  als  fou  will  noghte  tente 
to  thayiri)  for  neclygence  of  fi-selfe,  of  whilke  fou  base  takyh) 
28  cure.  H Thus  me  thynke.  H Neuer-f  e-lesse,  if  fou  thynke  fat  f is 
es  noghte  sothe,  for  it  ware  a fayrere  offyce  to  wyrchype  fe 
heuede  of  Hym),  as  for  to  be  alday  ocupiede  in  meditacyoh)  of 
His  manhede,  fan  for  to  go  laweie  to  oper  werkes,  and  make 
32  dene  his  fete,  as  for  to  be  besy  bathe  in  thoghte  and  dede 
aboute  f e helpe  of  thyh)  euencristeh)  in  tyme, — Me  thynke  noghte 
so  as  vn-to  f e.  ^ Sothely,  He  wilt  cun)  the  more  thanke  for  meke 
waschehynge  of  His  fete  when)  thay  ere  righte  foule  and  stynkyng 
36  appoiD  the,  fan  for  alt  fe  pr^cyouse  payntynge  and  f e arraynge 


To  devote 
yourself  en- 
tirely to  God, 
neglecting 
worldly 
duties,  is 
not  pleasing 
to  Him. 
[tLf.223bk.] 


This  is  to  pay 
respect  to  the 
head  but  to 
neglect  the 
lower  mem- 
bers. 


Christ  is  the 
head  of  a 
body,  which 
is  Holy 
Church. 


And  this  His 
body  must  be 
your  care  or 
you  will  not 
please  Him. 


He  will  not 
thank  you  for 
devotion  to 
Himself, if  you 
neglect  His 
poorer  mem* 
bers. 
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XI.  This  is  True  Spiritual  Occupation. 


But  for  care 
for  them  He 
will  give  thee 
great  thanks. 


I say  not  this 
because  you 
do  not  so,  but 
to  encourage 
you. 

Lt  Lf.  224.] 


Both  forms  of 
duty  are  true 
spiritual  oc- 
cupation. 


Tlie  remem- 
brance of  this 
will  prevent 
waste  of  time 
in  contempla- 
tion. 


You  must  be 
like  Jacob, 
who  was 
obliged  to 
take  Leah 
before  Rachel. 


f»at  ]:)ou  haue  made  aboute  His  beuede  by  mynde  of  His  manbede. 
For  it  es  faire  enogbe,  and  nedis  nogbte  mekitt  to  be  arrayede  of 
]?e.  Bot  His  fete  and  His  o^er  membris,  that  ere  tbi  sugetts  and 
tbyn)  euencristyn),  ere  suwityme  euyB  arrayede,  and  bad  nede  for  4 
to  be  lukede  to  and  bolpyri)  by  pe,  & namely  sen)  pow.  erte 
bownden)  ):are-to  ; and  for  tbaym  wili  He  cnn  tbe  mekift  tbanke, 
if  pou.  •will  mekely  and  tendirly  lake  ]^am).  For  pe  mare  la  we 
seruyce  f>at  ):ou  duse  to  pi  Lorde,  for  lufe  of  Hym),  vn-to  any  of  8 
His  membris,  wbefD  nede  and  rigbtwysnes  askes,  with  a glade 
meke  berte,  tbe  mare  plese^  ):ou  Hym) : tbynkand  J?at  it  ware 
enogbe  for  pe  for  to  be  at  pe  leste  degre  & laweste  state,  sen  it 
es  His  wifi  at  it  be  so ; For  it  semys,  sen  He  base  putt  )?e  in  p&t  12 
state,  for  to  trauelle  and  seme  oper  mefD,  pat  it  es  His  wiH 
pat  pow.  suld  fulfilt  it  at  tbi  mygbte.  This  eusample  I say  to  pe, 
nogbte  for  J:ou  duse  nogbte  ]?us  as  I say.  For  I hope  pow.  duse 
J:us  and  better,  Bot  for  I walde  pat  po\i  snide  do  J>us  t gladly,  and  16 
nogbte  for  to  leue  suwtyme  gastely  ocupacyon),  and  entermete  pe 
with  werldly  besynes,  in  wyse  kepynge  and  dispendynge  of  tbi 
worldly  gudes,  and  gud  rewlynge  of  pi  semaitntes  and  pi 
tenai^ntes,  and  in  of>er  gude  werkes  doynge,  vn-to  att  f>in?2e  20 
euencristen)  at  J»i  mygbte ; Bot  for  pat  poM  snide  doo  batbe  in 
dyuers  tyni)  with  a gud  wilt,  pe  tane  and  J^e  tof^er,  if  pou. 
mygbte  ; as  if  pou  bade  prayede  and  bene  ocupiede  gastely,  )'Ou 
salt  aftir  certeyne  tym)  broke  of  pat^  and  J:?ou  salt  besyly  and  24 
gladly  ocupye  pe  in  sum)  bodily  ocupacion)  vnto  thyne  euen) 
cristen).  Also  when  J:ou  base  bene  besye  owtwarde  a while 
with  tbi  semaifntes,  or  with  oper  men)  profytably,  f>ou  salt  breke 
offe,  and  com)  agayne  to  pi  prayers  and  tbi  deuocyon),  after  GodiT  38 
gyfs  pe  grace ; and  so  salt  pou  put  away,  by  grace  of  oure  Lorde, 
Sleutbe,  ydilnes,  and  vayne  riste  of  tbi  selfe,  J)at  comes  vndir 
coloure  of  contemplacion),  and  lettes  pe  sumtyme  fra  medfult  and 
spedfult  ocupacion)  in  owtwarde  besynes;  and  J?ou  salt  be  ay  32 
wele  ocupiede,  ouper  bodyly  or  gastely.  Tbare-fore,  if  ]?ou  wilt 
do  wele,  ):ou  salt  gastely,  als  as  lacob  did  bodily.  H Haly  Write 
saise  pat  Jacob,  when)  be  begane  for  to  serue  bis  mayster  Labane, 
be  couete  Racbelle,  bis  mayster  dogbtcr,  to  bis  wyfe,  for  bir  36 
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fairehede ; and  for  hir  he  seruede.  Bot  when)  he  wende  to  hafe 
hade  hire  to  his  wife,  he  take  firste  Lya,  )?e  tof>er  doghter,  in  stede 
of  Rachette ; and  aftirwaide  he  take  Rachelle ; and  so  he  hade 
4 bathe  at  }?e  laste.  By  lacob  in  Haly  Writt  es  vndirstande  ane 
oiierganger  of  synnes.  By  f>ise  two  wymmen)  ere  vndirstanden), 
as  Sayne  Gregor  saise,  two  lyfes  in  Haly  Kyrke,  actyfe  lyfe  and 
coTitemplatyfe.  Lya  es  a Is  mekill  at  say  as  trauyliouse,  and 
8 betakyns  actyfe  lyfe.  Rachelle,  syghte  of  begynnynge,  ]?at  es, 
Godd)  and  betakyns  lyfe  contemplatyfe.  Lya  was  frwtefull,  bot 
scho  was  sare  eghede.  Rachelle  was  faire  and  lufely,  bot  scho 
was  barrayne.  Than,  righte  as  lacob  couetid  Rachelle  for  hir 
12  fairehede,  and  neuer-]?e-lesse  he  had  hir  noghte  when)  he  walde, 
bot  firste  he  tuke  Lya  and  aftir-warde  hir,  Righte  so,  ilk  man), 
twrnede  by  grace  of  coTwpuwccyon)  sothefastly  fra  synnes  of  j?e 
werlde  and  of  )?e  flesche,  vn-to  f e s^ruyce  of  God(T,  and  clennes 
i6  of  gude  lyffynge,  base  gret  desyre  and  gret  langynge  for  to  hafe 
Rachelle,  );at  es,  for  to  hafe  ryste  and  gastely  swetnes  in  deuo- 
cyon)  and  ccntemplacion),  for  ]:at  es  so  faire  and  so  lufely.  And 
in  hope  for  to  hafe  ]:>at  lyfe  anely,  he  disposes  hym  for  to  seme 
20  oure  Lorde  wyth  alt  his  myghtes.  Bot  ofte  when)  he  wenes  for 
to  hafe  Rachelle,  fat  es,  riste  m deuocyon),  Oure  Lorde  suffers 
hym  firste  for  to  be  assayede  w'ele  and  trauelde  wftA  Lya,  fat  es, 
oufer  w^tA  gret  temptacions  of  fe  werlde  or  of  f e deuelte,  or 
. 24  ells  vfiih  ofer  werldly  besynes,  bodily  or  gastely,  in  helpyng  of  his 
euencristyn).  And  when)  he  es  wele  trauelde  wRA  fam),  and 
nerhande  ouer-commen).  Than)  oure  Lorde  gyffes  hym  Rachelle, 
fat  es,  grace  of  deuocyon),  and  riste  in  coTicience.  And  so  base 
28  he  bathe  Rachelle  and  Lya.  So  salt  fou  do  after  ensaumple  of 
lacob,  take  f ise  two  lyfes,  actyfe  t & contemplatyfe,  sen  Godd’ 
base  sett  the  bathe  f e tane  and  f e tof er.  By  f e taa  lyfe  fat  es 

actyfe,  fou  salt  brynge  furthe  fruyte  of  many  gude  dedis  in  helpe 
32  of  thyn)  euencristen) ; And  by  f e tofer,  fou  salt  be  made  and 
bryghte  and  dene  in  fe  behaldynge  of  souerayne  bryghtnes,  fat 
es  God(T,  begynnynge  and  ende  of  all  fat  es  made.  And  fan  salt 
fou  be  sothefastly  lacob,  and  ouerganger  and  ouercwnmere  of  alt 
36  synnes ; and  after,  by  f e grace  of  Godd  thi  nam  salt  be  chaungede, 


By  Jacob  is 
meant  one 
who  over- 
comes sins. 
Leah  and 
Rachel  are 
the  two  sorts 
of  lives,  active 
and  contem- 
plative. 


Those  that 
desire  Rachel 
are  often  first 
obliged  to 
take  Leah. 


But  after- 
wards Rachel 
is  given. 


You  must 
take  both  the 
lives. 

[tLf.  224  bk.] 


Tlius  shall 
you  be  like 
Jacob,  an 
overcomer  of 
sins,  and  then 


32  X I.  We  should  Rejoice  in  Performing  the  Duties  of  Active  Life. 


Israel,  that  is, 
one  that  sees 
God. 


You  may  de- 
sire the  life 
contemplative, 
but  you  must 
use  the  life 
active. 


Therefore  be 
not  sad  if 
worldly  busi- 
ness takes 
you  from  your 
devotion,  but 
do  it  as  for 
Christ  and  it 
shall  be 
spiritually 
profitable  to 
you. 


The  good 
works  of 
active  life  are 
like  the  sticks 
which  cause 
the  coal  to 
burn. 


as  lacobe  name  was  turnede  in-to  Israel.  Israel  es  als  meldlt  at 
say,  als  a man)  seande  Godd!  Than,  if  )?ou  be  firste  lacob,  and 
discretly  wilt  vse  J?ise  two  lyfes  in  tyme,  ]?ou  salt  be  aftir  Israel, 
J>at  es,  verray  contemplatyfe.  0\x\>er  in  }?is  lyfe  he  wilt  delyuer  4 
J?e,  and  make  )?e  free  fra  charge  of  besynes  whilke  ])o\i  ert 
boundeh)  to,  or  ells  after  f>is  lyfe  fully  in  pe  blysse  of  Heueh) 
when  povi  comes  tbedire.  H Contemplatyfe  lyfe  es  faire  and 
medfult,  and  f>are-fore  pou  salt  aye  hafe  it  in  desyre.  Bot  pou.  8 
salt  hafe  in  vsesynge  mekilt  pe  lyfe  actyfe,  for  it  es  so  nedfult  and 
so  spedfult.  And  ):>are-fore  if  po\i  be  putt  fra  thi  reste  by  deuo- 
cyon)  when)  pe  ware  leueste  be  stilt  )?ar-at,  by  thy  childire,  thy 
seruantes,  or  by  any  of  thyfD  euencristen),  for  ):aire  profyte  or  12 
ese  of  ]?aire  hertes  skilfully  askide,  be  noglite  angry  with  )>am), 
ne  heuy,  ne  dredfult,  as  if  GodJwald  be  wrathe  wzt^  the  J>at  f»ou 
lefte  Hym  for  any  oper  thynge,For  it  es  noghte  so.  Bot  lyghtly 
po\x  leue  of  thi  deuocyoh),  whej^er  it  be  in  prayers  or  in  medi-  16 
tacyons,  and  goo  do  thi  dett  and  f>i  seruyse  to  f>ine  euencristefD 
als  redily  als  if  oure  Lorde  hymselfe  bade  pe  do  so.  And  suffire 
mekely  for  His  lufe  wftA-owtteh)  gruchynge,  if  pou.  may,  and 
dissese  and  trubblynge  of  pi  heiie  by-cause  of  mellynge  with  20 
swylke  besynes.  For  it  may  fait  sumtyme  pat  pe  trubylyere  f>at 
J?ou  base  bene  owtwarde  with  actyfe  werkes.  The  mare  brynnande 
desyre  )?ou  salt  hafe  to  Godd,  and  pe  more  clere  syghte  of  gostely 
thynges,  by  grace  of  owre  Lorde,  in  deuocyon)  when)  )?ou  comes  24 
]:>are-to.  For  it  faris  ]?er-by  as  if  po\i  hade  a littilt  cole,  and  )?ou 
walde  make  a fyre  f>are-with,  and  ger  it  bryh).  Thow  wald  fyrste 
lay  to  stykkes,  and  ou«?’-hille  pe  cole ; and  if  it  semyd  as  for  a 
tym)  J^atJjousulde  qwenche  pe  colewtt/i  pi  stykkes,  Neuer-f»e-lesse,  28 
when)  ]:ou  base  habedyh)  a while,  and  aft^r  blawes  a lyttilt, 
Onane  sprynges  a grete  flawme  of  fyre,  for  pe  stykkes  ere 
twrnede  to  fyre.  Highte  so  gastely,  thi  wilt  and  thi  desyre  f>at 
f)ou  base  to  Godd,  it  es,  as  it  ware,  a littilt  cole  of  fyre  in  pi  32 
saule.  For  it  gyffes  to  pe  simwhate  of  gostely  hete  and  gostely 
lyghte  ; bot  it  es  full  lyttilt.  For  ofte  it  waxes  colde,and  tnrnes  to 
fleschely  riste,  and  sumtyme  into  ydilnes.  For-)?i  it  es  gude  )?at 
po\x  putte  J?are-to  stykkes,  ]:>at  ere  gud  werkes  of  actyfe  lyfe.  36 
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And  if  so  bee  )?at  J>ire  werkes,  as  it  semes,  for  a tyiTD  lette  tlii 
desyre,  f>at  it  may  noghte  be  so  dene  ne  so  feruente  as  f>ou  walde, 
Be  noghte  to  dredfutt  ]?are-fore,  Eot  habyde  and  suffire  a while, 
4 and  go  blawe  at  Ipe  fyre,  J>at  es,  firste  do  thi  werkes,  and  go  )?an) 
allane  to  pi  prayers  and  thi  meditacyons,  and  lyfte  vpe  thi  herte 
to  GodcT,  and  pray  Hym  of  His  gudnes  pat  He  wilt  accepte  thi 
werkis  pat  ]:ou  duse  to  His  plesance.  Halde  )?ou  t J>am)  as  noghte 
8 in  thyne  awen)  syghte,  bot  anely  at  pe  mercy  of  Hyih).  Be  a- 
knowe  mekely  thi  wrechidnes  and  thi  frelte,  and  arett  alt  thi 
glide  dedis  sothefastely  to  Hyih),  in  als  mekitt  als  pay  ere  gude  ; 
and  in  als  mekilt  als  ]:ay  ere  badde,  noghte  donwe  with  alt  f>e 
12  circumstance  pat  ere  nedfullvn-to  gude  dedis,  for  defaute  of  dis- 
crecion),  put  thaih)  vn-to  thi  selfe.  And  for  J?is  meknes  salt  alt 
thi  dedis  t2^rne  in- to  flawme  of  fyre,  as  stykkes  laide  apoii)  pe  cole. 
And  so  salt  gude  dedis  owtewarde  noghte  hyndire  thi  deuocyon), 
i6  bot  Taper  make  it  mare.  Oui  e Lorde  sayse  in  Haly  Write  J>us  : 
II  ‘ Ignis  in  altare  meo  semper  ardebit,  et  sacerdos  mane  surgens 
snbiciet  ligna,  ut  ignis  non  exty?zguatur.’  ‘ Fyre,’  he  sayse,  ‘ salt 
bryh)  in  myn«  atftir,  and  pe  priste  rysande  at  morne  salt  putt 
20  vndire  stykkys,  pat  it  be  noghte  qwenchede.’  This  fire  es  lufe  and 
desire  to  GodcT  in  saule ; whilke  lufe  nedis  to  be  nureschede  and 
kepide  by  layn?^ge  to  of  stykkis,  pat  it  goo  noghte  owtte.  Thise 
stykkes  ere  of  dyume  matire : Soih)  ere  of  a tre,  and  soih)  er  of 
24  anoJ?er.  A man)  or  a woman)  pat  es  letterede,  and  hase  vndir- 
standynge  in  Haly  Wiitt,  if  hehafe  f>is  desire  of  deuocyon)  in  his 
herte,  It  es  gude  vn-to  hyih)  for  to  gedire  hym)  stekkis  of  haly 
ensaumpilts  and  saynges  of  oure  Lorde  byredynge5  of  Haly  Write, 
28  and  noresche  pe  fyre  with  thaym).  Ano]?er  man)  or  a woman) 
vnletterede  may  noght  so  redyly  hafe  at  his  hand  Haly  Writt 
and  doctours  sawes,  and  for-thi  it  nedis  to  hym  to  do  many  gud 
werkis  owtewarde  to  his  euth)  cristyh),  and  kyndilt  pe  fire  of  lufe 
32  with  tham).  And  so  it  es  gude,  ilke  maii)  in  his  degre,  aftir  he  es 
disposede,  pat  he  gette  hym  stykkes  of  a thyng  or  of  oper,  onper 
prayers  or  gude  meditacyons,  or  redynges  in  Haly  AVritt,  or  gude 
bodily  wyikynges,  for  to  nuresche  pe  desire  of  lufe  in  his  saule 
36  f>at  it  be  noghte  qwenchede ; For  pe  affeccyoh)  of  lufe  es  tendir 

R.H.  D 


Fear  not  tliat 
God  will  not 
accept  the 
works  done  to 
please  liiin. 

It  Lf.  225  ] 


Your  good 
deeds  will  not 
hinder  your 
devotion,  but 
rather  make 
it  more. 
[Levit.  vi.  12.] 


The  fire  of 
devotion 
must  be  fed 
with  divers 
sorts  of  fuel. 


One  is  learn- 
ed in  Holy 
Writ  and 
doctors’  saws. 

Another 
being  unlet- 
tered must 
be  content 
with  bodily 
deeds. 
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XL  The  True  Fire  of  Devotion. 


As  you  have 
received  a 
spark  of  this 
fire  you  must 
nourisli  it 
with  fuel. 
[Deut.  iv.  24.] 


my  dearsister. 


[Luc.  xii.  49.] 


This  fire  is 
tiie  desire  for 
God. 

[tLf.  225  l>k.] 


And  it  con- 
sists in  earnest 
longing  for 
heavenly 
things  and 
desp'sing  of 
this  world. 


and  lyghtly  witt  vanysche  awaye,  botif  it  be  wele  kepide,  and  by 
gud  dedis  bodyly  or  gastely  contenualy  nureschedl 

Now  ]?an),  sen)  oiire  Lorde  base  seiite  in-to  tbi  berte  a littitt 
sparke  of  bis  blysside  fire,  ])at  es  bynD-selfe,  as  Haly  4 
Writt  saise  ‘ Deus  noster  ignis  co7^sumens  est,’  ‘ oure 
Lorde  es  fyre  wastande  ’ — For  as  bodily  fyre  wastes  att 
bodily  tbynges  J?at  may  be  wastyde,  Rigbte  so  gastely 
fyre,  ]:at  es  GodcT,  wastis  aS  manerof  syn)  wbare-so  it  fallis ; and  8 
for-tbi  oure  Lorde  es  lykkende  to  fyre  wastande.  I pray  Ipe 
bertly,  dere  syster,  norescbe  f>is  fire.  This  fire  es  nogbte  etlis 
bot  lufe  and  cbaryte  ; J)is  base  He  sent  in-tilt  ertbe,  as  He  saise 
in  the  Gosepelle,  ‘ Ignem  veni  mittere  in  terram,  ei  ad  quid  nisi  12 
ut  ardeat.’  ‘ I am  commen),’  He  saise,  ‘ for  to  send  fyre  of  lufe 
intilt  ertbe,  and  wbare-to  Ipat  it  suld  bryn) ; ’ pat  es,  GodtT  base 
sent  fire  of  lufe,  pat  es,  gude  desyre  and  a grete  wilt  vn-to  plese 
Hym),  in-to  manes  saule,  and  vn-to  pis  ende,  pat  a man)  suld  16 
knawe  t it,  kepe  it,  norescbe  it  and  strengbe  it,  and  be  sauede 
-tbare-by.  The  more  desire  pat  pou  base  vn-to  Hym),  pe  more 
es  this  fyre  of  lufe  in  the.  The  lesse  pat  tbi  desire  es,  pe  lesse  es 
pis  fire.  The  mesure  of  pis  desyre,  bow  mekilt  it  es,  nope?-  20 
in  tbi  selfe,  ne  in  na  noper,  knawe s pou  nogbte,  ne  no  mafD 
of  bym-selfe,  Bot  Godd?  allone  pat  gyfifes  it ; and  for-tbi  dispuyte 
nogbte  with  pi  selfe  as  if  pou  wolde  knawe  bow  mekilt  tbi  desire 
es,  Bot  be  besy  for  to  desyre  als  mekilt  als  pou  may,  Bot  nogbte  24 
for  to  wete  pe  mesure  of  tbi  desyre.  Sayne  Austyn)  saise,  pat  pe 
lyfe  of  euer-ilk  a gude  Cristyn)  mafD  es  a co?itenuelle  desire  to 
Goddl  and  pat  es  of  a gret  vertue.  For  it  es  a gret  crying  in  pe 
erris  of  GodiT;  pe  more  pat  pou  desires,  pe  begbere  pou  cries ; pe  28 
bette?-  pou  prayes,  pe  wyseleere  pou  tbynkis.  And  what  es  pis 
desire  ? Now,  sotbely,  na  tbyng  bot  a latbynge  of  alt  pis  werldis 
blysse,  of  alt  flescbely  lykynges  in  tbi  berte,  and  a qwemfult 
langynge,  wft/i  a thristy  3ernyng,  to  beuenly  loye  and  endles  32 
blysse.  This,  tbynke  me,  may  be  callid  a desire  of  Goddl  If  pou 
bafe  pis  desire,  as  I hope  sekirly  pat  pou  base,  I pray  the  kepe  it 
wele,  and  norescbe  it  wysely ; and  when)  f’ou  salt  pray  or  tbynke, 
make  pis  desire  beg3’?^nynge  of  alt  pi  werke  for  to  encresse  it.  36 
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Luke  aft^r  na  n6\er  bcdily  swetnes,  no^er  sownyng  ne  sauowr- 
ynge,  ne  wondirfutt  ]yghte,  ne  Aungetts  syghte,  ne  if  cure  Lorde 
hym-selfe^  as  vn-to  ])i  syglite,  walde  appere  to  f>e  bodily;  charge  it 
■4  bot  a lytitt  ; Bot  at  att  tlii  besynes  be  J?at  ]^ou  myghte  fele  sothe- 
fastly  in  thi  thoglite  a lathynge  and  a futt  forsakynge  of  alt 
maner  of  syiD  and  of  vnclenncs,  witA  a gastely  syglite  of  it,  how 
foule,  how  vggly,  and  how  paynfult  )?at  it  es  ; and  at  f>ou  myght 
8 hafe  a myghty  desyrynge  to  vertus,  to  mekenes,  to  charite,  and 
to  the  blysse  of  Heuen).  This,  thynke  me,  ware  gastely  com- 
forthe  and  gastely  swetnes  in  a mans  saule,  as  for  to  hafe  clennes 
in  concience,  fra  wikkidnes  of  alt  werldly  vanyte,  wtt/t  stabilt 
12  trouthe,  meke  hope,  and  fult  desyre  to  GodcT. 

How-so-eu«r  it  es  of  d\>er  ccwforthes  and  swetnes,  me 
thynke  fat  swetnes  sekire  and  sothefaste  fat  es 
felid  in  clennes  of  concyence,  by  myghty  for- 
sakynge and  lathyng  of  alt  syiD,  and  by  in-ward 
syghte,  by  feruent  desyre  of  gastely  thyngis. 
And  ofer  cowfortes  or  swetnes,  or  any  ofer  man^r 
of  felynges,  bot  if  fay  helpe  and  lede  to  fis  ende,  fat 
20  es,  to  clennes  in  conscience,  and  gastely  desyre  of  Godd?,  ere 
noghte  fult  sekire  for  to  reste  one.  But  now  may  fou  aske 
whef cr  this  desyre  be  lufe  of  Goddl  As  vn-to  fis  I say,  fat  fis 
desire  es  noghte  propirly  lufe,  botites  a begynnynge;  For  lufe 
24  propirly  es  a fult  cuppillynge  of  fe  lufande  and  f e lufed  to-gedyre, 
as  GodcT  and  a saule,  in-to  ane.  This  cuppillyng  may  noglite  be 
had  fully  in  this  lyfe,  Bot  anely  in  desyre  and  langynge  fare-to ; 
as  if  a man)t  lufe  anof^r  whilke  es  absent,  he  desyiis  gretly  his 
28  presence,  for  to  hafe  fe  vys  of  his  lufe  and  his  likyng.  Bighte 
so  gostely,  als  lang  als  we  erre  in  fis  life,  oure  Lorde  es  absent 
fra  vs,  fat  we  may  nof er  se  Hym),  ne  here  Hjm),  ne  fele  Hym  als 
He  es,  and  fare-fore  we  may  noghte  hafe  fe  vis  of  His  lufe  here 
32  in  fulfilling.  Bot  we  may  hafe  a desyre  and  a gret  5ernyngc  for 
to  be  present  to  Hym,  for  to  se  Hym  in  His  blysse,  and  to  be 
anede  to  Hym  in  lufe.  This  desyre  may  we  hafe  of  ^ His  gyfte  in 
fis  life,  by  fe  whilke  we  salt  be  safe,  For  it  es  lufe  vn-to  Hym)  as 
:6  it  may  be  hade  here.  This  Sayne  Paule  saide,  ‘ Scientes  qui(/cw 
^ MS.  hafe  of  hafe  of. 

D 2 


Til  is  must 
needs  bring 
comfort  and 
blessing  to 
the  soul. 


But  this  de- 
sire is  not  the 
full  love  of 
God,  but  only 
the  teginning 
of  it. 


tt  Bf.  226.] 


Tlie  perfect 
love  of  God 
cannot  be 
reached  in 
this  world. 


[2  Cor.  V. 
6-9.] 
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How  ive  may  reach  the  Love  of  God  in  this  World. 


In  this  world 
we  must  walk 
by  faith,  not 
by  sight. 


Neither  can 
the  desire  of 
God  be  al- 
ways present 
to  us  con- 
sciously, but 
it  may  in 
habit. 


And  this 
habit  is  exer- 
cised  in  all 
religious 
actions. 


dim  sumws  in  hoc  corpore  p/3rgrinam^^r  a Domino,  per  fidem 
enim  anibulamws,  et  non  per  speciem,  audemns  autem  ei  bonam 
voluntatem  hafeemns  magis  pergrinari  a corpore  et  presentes 
esse  ad  Deum ; et  idczVco  contendinms,  sine  absentes  sine  presentes,  4 
placere  illi.’  Sayne  Paule  sais  )?at  ‘ als  lange  als  we  ere  in  )?is 
body,  we  ere  pilgrymes  fra  oure  Lorde,’  j^at  es,  we  ere  absent  fra 
lieuen)  in  Jjis  exile  ; we  go  by  trouthe,  noghte  by  syghte,  \>ai  es, 
we  lylf  in  trouthe,  noghte  in  bodily  felynge ; we  dare  and  base  8 
gud  wiit  to  be  absent  fra  body,  and  be  present  to  GodtT,  ]?at 
es,  we  for  clennes  in  concyence,  and  sekire  trouthe  of  saluacyone, 
dare  desyre  gastely  absence  fra  oure  body  by  bodily  dede,  and  be 
present  to  oure  Lorde.  Neuer-J)e-les,  for  w’e  may  noghte  3itt,  12 
‘ )per-fore  we  stryfe,  whejrer  we  be  absent  or  present,  for  to  plese 
Hyih),’  and  J)at  es,  we  stryfe  agayne  synnes  of  ])e  werlde  and 
likynges  of  pe  flesche  by  desyre  to  HyfrD,  for  to  bryn)  in  j^is 
desire  all:  thynges  J?at  lettes  vs  fra  Hym).  ^ ^it  askes  );ou  whe):er  16 
a mail)  may  haue  ]?is  desire  co?itenually  in  his  herte  or  noghte. 
pe  thynke  nay.  As  to  pis,  I may  say  as  me  thynke,pat  pis  desire 
may  be  hadcT,  as  for  pe  vertu  and  profite  of  it,  in  habyte  cooi- 
lenualy,  bot  noghte  in  wyrkynge  ne  vsesynge,as  by  pis  ensample  : 20 
If  pou  ware  seke,  pou  su1de  haue,  as  ilke  mail)  base,  a kyndly 
desire  of  bodily  hele  contenualy  in  thi  herte,  what  so  pou  dide, 
wheper  pou  slepe  or  pou  wake,  bot  noghte  ay  ylyke.  For  if  pou, 
.slepande  or  elles  wakande,  thynke  of  sum  worldly  thynge,  pan  base  24 
pou  pis  desire  anelyin  habite,  noghte  in  wyrkynge ; Bot  whefD  pou 
thynkes  of  pi  seknes  and  of  thi  bodily  hele,  pan  base  pou  it  in 
vssynge.  Eighte  so,  gostely,  es  it  of  desyre  to  Godd.  He  pat 
base  pis  desyre  of  pe  gyfte  of  Godd,  pofe  he  slepe,  or  ells  thynke  28 
noghte  of  Goddbot  of  worldly  thynges,  3it  he  base  pis  desyre  in 
habyte  of  his  saule  vntitt  he  syfD  dedly.  Bot  whefD  he  thynkes  of 
Godd,  or  of  clennes  of  lyffynge,  or  of  pe  loyes  of  HeueiD,  Than 
wirkkis  his  desyre  als  lange  als  he  kepis  his  thoghte  and  his  32 
entente  to  plese  Godd,  oup^r  in  prayere  or  in  meditacyoiD  or  in 
any  oper  gud  dede  of  actyfe  lyfe.  Thane  es  it  glide  pat  aft  oper 
besynes  be  for  to  stire  pis  desire  and  vse  it  be  discrecyoiD,  now 
in  a dede,  now  in  a-noper,  after  we  ere  disposede  and  base  grace  36 
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to.  This  desire  es  rute  of  att  thi  wirkkyiiges ; For,  wete  J^ou 
wele,  wliate  gude  dede  it  be  fat  fout  dose  for  GodcT,  bodily  or 
gostely,  it  es  ahe  vsynge  of  f is  desyre ; and  f €r-fore  when  f ou 
4 duse  a gude  dede,  or  prayes,  or  thynkis  of  GodcT,  thyuknoghte  in 
thi  herte,  doutande  whefer  fou  desires  or  noghte.  For  fi  dede 
schewes  thi  desyre.  Suih)  ere  vnkonande,  and  wenes  fat  fay 
desire  noghte  GodcT,  bot  if  fay  be  ay  criande  ef  GodcT  witA 
8 wordis  of  faire  mouthe,  or  elles  in  tlieire  hertis  by  desyrand 
wordes,  as  if  fay  said  thus  : ‘A,  Lorde,  bryuge  me  to  Thi  blysse  ! ’ 

‘ Lorde,  make  me  safe  ! ' or  swylke  of^r.  The  wordis  ere  gude, 
whef^r  fay  be  sownned  in  fe  mouthe,  or  eHs  fo^^rmede  in  fe 
12  herte.  For  fay  stire  a mans  herte  to  fe  desyrynge  of  GodcT  Bot 
neuer-f  e-les,  w^tA-owtten)  any  swylke  wordes,  a clene  thoghte  of 
GodcT  or  of  any  gostely  thynge,  as  of  vertu5  or  of  fe  inanhede 
of  Criste,  of  fe  loyes  of  Heuen),  or  of  vndirstandynge  of  Haly 
i6  Writte,  wzt/i  lufe,  may  be  bettir^  fan  slyke  wordis.  For  a clene 
thoghte  of  GodcT  es  sothefaste  desyre  to  Hyih) ; and  f e mare 
gastely  fat  thi  thoghte  es,  f e mare  es  thi  desire  ; and  for-thi  be 
fou  noghte  in  dowte  ne  in  were  when  fou  prayes  or  thynkes 
20  one  Gocld)  or  ells  duse  any  owtwarde  dedis  to  thyne  euencristyn), 
whefer  fc?u  desyres  Hyih)  or  noghte.  For  thi  dedis  schewes  it. 
Neuer-fe-les,  if  it  be  so  fat  alt  thi  gude  dedis  bodyly  and  gastely 
ere  a schewynge  of  thi  desire  to  GodcT,  3H  es  fer  a dyu^rsite 
24  by-twix  gastely  & bodily  dedis ; For  dedis  of  contemplatyfe 
lyfe  er  propirly  and  kyndly  wirkyng  of  f is  desire,  bot  owtwarde 
dedis  ere  noght  so  ; and  for-thi,  when)  fou  prayes  or  thynkes  one 
GodcT,  thi  desire  to  Godd  es  mare  hale,  mare  feruent,  and  mare 
28  gastely,  fan  when)  fou  duse  of  er  dedis  vn-to  thyne  euencristyn). 

Now  fan,  if  fou  aske  how  fou  salt  kepe  this  desire  and 
norische  it,  a litilt  I salt  tell  the,  noghte  for  fou  salt 
vse  f e same  fowrme  alt-way  as  I say,  Bot  for  fou  salt 
hafe,  if  nede  be,  some  wyssyng  for  to  rewle  the  in  thyh) 
ocupacyoh).  For  I may  noghte,  ne  I can)  noghte,  telt 
the  fully  what  es  beste  ay  to  fe  for  to  vse,  Bot  I salt  say  to  fe 
sumwhate  as  me  thynke.  One  nyghtis,  aftir  thi  slope,  if  fou 
36  wilt  ryse  for  to  serue  thi  Lorde,  thow  salt  fele  thi-selfe  firste 


[t  Lf.  226  bk,] 


Some  foolisli- 
ly  tliitik  tliat 
they  cannot 
liave  this  de- 
sire of  God 
except  tliey 
are  continu- 
ally calling 
upon  Him. 


Good  deeds 
prove  the  ex- 
istence of  the 
desire. 


Especially  the 
deeds  of  con- 
templative 
life. 


I will  endea- 
vour to  tell 
you  some- 
thing as  to 
the  way  of 
nourishing 
this  desire. 
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XI.  Good  Thoughts  for  Meditation. 


Think  over 
the  sins  which 
you  have 
committed. 

[t  Lf.  227.] 

And  pray  for 
youi'  fellow- 
creatures. 


Which  is  a 
precious  oint- 
ment to  the 
soul. 


Also  meditate 
upon  the  in- 
carnation of 
our  Lord. 


fleschely  heuy,  and  sumtym)  lusty  ; Than  salt  ]^ou  dispose  the  for 
to  pray,  or  for  to  thynke  soin)  gude  thoghte  for  to  qwykkyn)  thi 
herte  to  GodtT,  and  sett  alt  thi  hesynes  firste  for  to  drawe  vp 
thi  thoghte  fra  werldly  vanytes  and  fra  vayne  ymagynacyonris  4 
fallande  in-to  thi  myhde,  f>at  ])o\i  may  fele  sum  deuocyon)  in  thi 
sayinge,  or  elts,  if  ]:>ou  wilt  thynke  of  gostely  thynges,  f>at  )?ou  he 
noghte  letted  w^t^  swylke  vayne  thoghtes  of  pe  werlde  or  of  pe 
flesche  in  thi  thynkynge.  Thare  ere  manymaners  of  thynkynges:  8 
whilke  ere  beste  to  pe,  I cafD  noghte  say,  Bot  I hope  pe  whilke 
pou  felis  maste  sauoitr  in,  and  maste  riste  for  pe  tyme,  it  es  beste 
for  the.  Thow  may,  if  pou  wilt,  sumtyrfD  thynke  oh)  thi  synnes 
be-fore  donne,  and  of  thi  fi'eeltes  )?at  f>ou  fallis  in  ilke  day,  and  12 
aske  mercy  t and  forgyfnes  for  thaym).  Also  aftir  this  J^ou  may 
thynke  of  synnes  and  of  wrechidiies  of  thyh)  euencristeh),  bodily 
and  gastely,  with  pete,  and  of  compassion)  of  thayfh),  and  cry 
mercy  and  forgyfnes  for  tliaym)  als  tendirly  als  iff  pay  ware  16 
thyh)  aweh) ; and  pat  es  a gude  thoghte.  For  I tell  pe  for-sothe 
poll  may  make  oper  mens  synnes  a precyouse  oynement  for  to 
hele  with  thyne  aweh)  saule  when  pon  hase  mynde  of  thaym. 
This  oynement  es  precyouse,  alt  if  pe  spycery  in  it-selfe  be  noghte  20 
fult  dene,  For  it  es  triacle  made  of  venyih)  for  to  distroye  venyin), 
pat  es  to  saye,  thyne  aweh)  synnes,  and  oper  mens  also  broghte 
in-to  pi  mynde.  If  pou  bete  pain)  wele  with  sorowe  of  herte,  pete 
and  compassioh),  pay  t^^rne  vn-to  triacle,  whilke  makes  thi  saule  24 
hale  fra  pryde  and  envye,  and  brynges  in  lufe  & charite  to 
thyne  euencristeh).  This  thoghte  es  gude  su??ityme  for  to  hafe. 
Also  pou  may  hafe  mynde  of  pe  manhede  of  oure  Lorde,  in  liis 
byrthe  or  in  his  jDassioh),  or  in  any  of  his  werkes,  and  fede  thi  28 
thoghte  with  gastely  ymagynacyoh),  of  it,  for  to  stirre  thyne 
afifeccioh)  to  mare  lufe  of  Hyih).  This  thoghte  es  gude  and 
spedfull,  namely  when  it  co7?imes  frely  of  Goddes  gyfte,  with 
deuocyoh)  and  feruoz^r  of  pe  sperite.  Elies  if  a mah)  may  noghte  32 
lightly  hafe  sauc^fcr  ne  deuocyoh)  in  it,  I halde  it,  noghte  spedfull 
pah)  to  a mah)  for  to  prese  to  mekill  pare-tilt,  as  if  he  walde  gete 
it  by  maystry.  For  he  sail  mowe  breke  liis  heucde ; and  his  body 
and  he  sail  neuer  be  pe  nerre.  For- thi  me  thynke,  vn-to  pe  it  es  36 
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gude  for  to  hafe  in  mynde  his  manhede  sumtyme  ; and  if  deuo- 
cyoiD  and  sauoi^r  cum)  wttA-alle,  kepe  it  and  folowe  it  for  a 
tyme ; hot  leue  of  sone,  and  hyng  noghte  to  lange  )?are-appon). 
4 Also  if  deuocyon)  cum  noghte  wft/i  mynde  of  f>e  passioii),  stryne 
noghte  to  prese  to  mekitt  ]?are-after.  Take  esyly  |?at  wilt  cum), 
and  go  furthe  to  soih)  o])er  thoghte.  Also,  o]>er  )?ar  bene  f)at  ere 
mare  gostely,  as  for  to  thynke  of  vertus,  and  for  to  se  by  lyghte 
8 of  vndirstandynge  what  pe  vertu  of  mekenes  es,  and  how  a mail) 
sulde  be  meke.  Also,  what  es  pacyence  and  clenneSy  rightwysnes, 
chastyte,  and  sobirte,  and  swylke  o\er,  and  how  a man  sulde  gete 
att  thiese  vertus,  and  by  swylke  thoghtes  for  to  hafe  gret  desire 
12  and  langgyng  to  Jjise  vertus  for  to  hafe  thaym),  and  also  for  to 
hafe  a gastely  syghte,  and  pt  desyre  of  }?ise  vertus.  A saule  sulde 
mo  we  fele  grete  cowiforthe  if  a man  had  grace  cf  oure  Lorde, 
wft/i-owtteri)  whilke  grace  a mans  thoghte  es  halfe  blynde,  wit/t- 
i6  owttefD  sauowr  of  gastely  swetnes.  Also  for  to  thynke  of  pe 
sayntes  of  oure  Lorde,  of  Appostitis,  Martirs,  Confessoi^rs  and 
haly  virgyns,  Byhalde  inwardly  thaire  haly  lyffynge,  pe  grace 
and  pe  vertus  pa.t  oure  Lorde  gafe  J?am)  here  liffande,  and  by  J?is 
20  mynde  for  to  stirre  thyn)  awen)  herte  to  take  ensauwpiH  of  J?am) 
vn-to  better  lyffynge.  Also  the  mynd  of  oure  Lady  Saynt  Marie 
abowne  all  oper  sayntes,  for  to  see  by  gostely  eglie  pe  abownd- 
ance  of  grace  in  hire  haly  saulej  when)  scho  was  here  lyffamT,  J^at 
24  owre  Lorde  gafe  hir  allane,  passandet  all  oper  cveatours ; For  in 
hir  was  futl-hede  of  all  vertus,  wftA-owttyn)  wem)  of  synn).  Scho 
had  full  mekenes  and  perfit  charite,  and  fully  wft^  f)ise  pe  bewte 
of  all  oper  vertus  so  bally,  pat  f>ai  e myghte  no  styrrynge  of 
28  pride,  envie,  ne  wrethe,  ne  fleschely  lykynge,  ne  no  manere  of  syh) 
enter  in-till  hir  herte,  ne  defoule  pe  saule  in  no  party  of  it.  The 
behaldynge  of  pe  fairehede  of  Jjis  blyssid  saule  sulde  stirre  a 
mans  heile  vn-to  gostely  comforthe  gretly;  and  mekill  mare  ]:>an) 
32  abowne  )?is,  j^e  thynkynge  of  pe  saule  of  Ihesu  oure  blyssid  Lorde, 
the  whilke  was  aned  fully  to  pe  Godhede,  passand  witA-owttyn) 
comparison)  oure  Ladye  and  all  oper  creaturs.  For  in  pe  person) 
of  Ihesu  er  two  kyndis,  f>at  es,  Godd?  & man),  fully  anede  to- 
36  gedir.  By  pe  veilu  of  this  blysfuB  auynge,  whilke  may  noghte 


But  do  not 
force  yourself 
too  much 
to  these 
thoughts. 


Also  meditate 
upon  tlie  dif- 
ferent virtues. 


And  on  the 
lives  of  the 
Saints,  Mar- 
tyrs, and  Con- 
fessors. 


Specially  of 
our  Lady 
Siiint  Mary. 


[t  Lf.  227  bk. 

\Mio  had  all 
virtues  in  per- 
fection. 


But  above  alt 
the  character 
of  Jesus,  who 
was  a union 
of  God  and 
man. 
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[Colo?,  ii.  9.] 


And  of  the 
great  works 
of  God. 


And  of  the 
mercy  which 
the  Lord  has 
shewed  to  us. 


Also  meditate 
upon  the 
wretchedness 
of  this  life 
and  the  joys 
of  Ifeaven. 


[t  Lf.  228.] 


he  saide  ue  consayuefTbe  manes  wit,  the  saule  of  Iliesu  ressayuede 
}?e  fulhede  of  wysedom)  and  lufe  and  alt  gudnes,  as  )?e  Appostitt 
saise:  ‘Plenitudo  diuiuitatis  inhabitavit  in  ipso  corporaliter ; ’ 
fat  es,  fe  Gndhede  was  anede  fully  to  f e maiihede  in  fe  saule  of  4 
Ihesu  ; and  so  by  fe  saule  duellide  in  fe  body,  pe  mynde  of  fe 
manhed  of  oure  Lorde  on  pis  wyse,  pat  es,  for  to  behalde  pe  vertus 
and  pe  ouer-passande  grace  of  pe  saule  of  Ihesu,  sulde  be  con- 
fortheabilt  to  a mans  saule.  Also  mynd  of  pe  myghte  of  pe  8 
wysedom)  & pe  gudnes  of  oure  Lorde  in  all  his  creators.  For  in 
als  mekilt  als  we  may  noghte  see  God(T  fully  in  hym-selfe,  her 
lyffande,  For-thi  we  salt  be-halde  hyin,  lufe  hym  and  dred  hym, 
and  wondire  hys  myghte  and  his  wysdom),  and  his  gudnes  in  his  1 2 
werkes  and  his  creators.  Also  for  to  thynke  of  pe  mercy  of  oure 
Lorde  pat  he  hase  schewed  to  pe  and  to  me,  and  to  all  synfiiH 
kaytyfes  pat  hase  bene  combirde  in  synn),  speride  so  lange  in  pe 
deuells  presone,  how  oure  Lorde  suffei  de  vs  pacyently  in  oure  16 
syfD,  and  tuke  na  vengeance  of  vs,  as  he  myghte  ryghtfully  hafe 
donne,  and  putt  vs  till  helle,  if  his  mercy  had  noghte  lettide 
hyiri),  Bot  for  lufe  he  sparede  vs,  he  had  pete  of  vs,  and  sente  his 
grace  in-tilt  oure  hertes,  and  callid  vs  owte  of  oure  syn),  and  by  20 
his  grace  hase  turnede  oure  will  hally  to  hym),  for  to  hafe  hyih), 
and  for  his  lufe  to  for-sake  all  man^r  of  syn).  The  mynde  of  pis 
mercy  and  pis  gudnes  made,  vfiih  oper  circumstance  mo  pan  I caiD 
or  may  reherse,  now  brynges  in-to  my  saule  grete  triste  in  oure  24 
Lorde  and  full  hope  of  saluacyoh),  and  it  kyndyKs  desire  of  lufe 
myghtily  to  pe  loyes  of  HeuefD.  Also  for  to  thynke  of  pe 
wrechidnes,  pe  myscheues  and  pe  periKs,  bodily  and  gastely.  pat 
fallis  in  pis  lyfe,  and  after  pat,  for  to  thjmke  of  pe  loyes  of  28 
Heueh),  how  mekilt  blysse  pare  es,  and  how  mekill  loye ; For  pare 
es  no  syn),  no  sorowe,  no  passion),  no  payne,  no  hungre,  no 
thriste,  f no  sare,  no  sekenes,  no  dowte,  no  drede,  no  schame,  no 
schenchipe,  no  defaute  of  myghte,  ne  lakkynge  of  lyghte,  no  want-  32 
tynge  of  will;  Bot  thare  es  souerayne  fairenes,  lyghtnes,  strenghe, 
Fredom),  hele,  lykynge  ay-lastande,  wysedom),  lufe,  pees,  wirchipe, 
sekirnes,  ryste,  loy  and  blysse  wit/t-owtten)  ende.  The  more  pat  pou 
thynkis  and  felis  pe  wrechidnes  of  pis  lyfe  the  more  frequently  sail  36 
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]?ou  desire  J?e  love  and  f)e  riste  of  f>at  blyssede  lyfe.  ^ Many  men) 
er  couetouse  of  worldly  wyrcliips  and  erthely  recbes,  and  thynkes 
nyghte  and  day,  dremande  and  wakande,  how  and  what  maner 
4 pay  myghte  wyh)  ]?are-to,  and  for-getes  pe  mynde  of  thayfrD  selfe 
of  pe  paynes  of  helle  and  of  pe  loyes  of  Heueh).  Sothely  ]:)ay 
are  noglite  wyse  : Thay  ere  lyke  vn-to  pe  childir  pat  rynnes  aftire 
buttyrflyes,  and,  for  pay  lake  noghte  to  thaire  fete,  pay  fall  sum- 
8 tyme,  and  brekes  J^aire  legges.  What  es  all  pe  wirchipe  and  pe 
poinpe  of  J>is  werlde  in  reches  and  lolyte,  hot  a buttirflye  ? 
Sothely  noghte  elles,  and  5itt  mekitt  lesse.  Thare-fore  I praye 
pe,  be  poxx  couetouse  of  J>e  loyes  of  Heueh),  and  pon  sail  hafe  wir- 
12  chipe  and  reches  pat  e\xer  more  sail  laste.  For  at  pe  laste  ende, 
when)  worldly  couetouse  men)  brynges  no  gud  in  thaire  handis, 
(for  all  J^e  wirchip^s  & rechese  er  turned  to  noghte  saue  sorowe 
and  payne,)  Than)  sail  heuenly  couetous  men)  pat  forsakes  trewly 
i6  alt  vayne  wyrchips  of  ]:>is  werlde, — or  ells  if  ]?ay  hafe  wirchips  & 
reches  f>ay  sett  noghte  j^aire  lykynge  ne  paire  lufe  in  thaym),  Bot 
ay  in  drede,  in  meknes,  in  hope,  and  in  sorowe  sumtym),  and 
habydes  pe  mercy  of  Godd’  paciently, — j^ay  salt  ]?ah)  hafe  fully  pat 
20  pay  base  couetid,  For  thay  salt  be  coround  as  kynges,  and  sitt  vpe 
with  our^  Lorde  Ihesu  in  pe  blysse  of  HeueiD.  Also  pav  are 
many  oper  meditacyons,  mo  pan  I kan  say,  whilke  oure  Lorde 
putt  is  in-to  a mans  mynde  for  to  stirre  pe  affeccyoh)  and  resoh) 
24  of  pe  saule  to  lathe  vanytes  of  f>is  werlde,  and  for  to  desyre  J^e 
loyes  of  Heueh).  These  wordes  I saye  to  pe,  noghte  as  I had 
fully  schewede  J^ese  maners  of  meditacions  as  pay  ere  wroght  in 
a manes  saule,  Eot  I touche  thaym  to  pe  a lyttilt,  for  pon  sulde,by 
28  )?is  littilt,  vndirstande  J?e  more.  Noghte  for-thi  me  thynke  it  es 
gude  vn-to  j^e  pat,  when  thou  dispose3  pe  for  to  thynke  of  GodcT 
as  I hafe  be-fore  saide,  or  one  ojr^r  wyse,  if  thi  herte  be  dulte 
and  myrke,  and  felis  neper  witt  ne  sauowr,  ne  deuocyoh)  for  to 
32  thynke,  bot  anely  of  a naked  desyre  & a wayke  witt,  J^at  J?ou 
walde  fayne  thynke  of  God(T,  bot  pon  can  noghte,  f>an  I hope  it 
es  gud  to  pe  pat  f)ou  stryue  noghte  to  mekitt  w^t^  thi  selfe,  as  if 
pon  walde  by  thyh)  aw’eh)  myghte  ouercome  t thi  selfe.  For  pon 
36  myghte  lightely  Fall  so  in-to  more  myrknes,  bot  if  )pou  ware  (?e 


JIany  are 
eager  for  the 
things  of  this 
world,  like 
children  run- 
ning after 
butterflies. 


But  be  thou 
covetous  of 
the  joys  of 
heaven. 


There  are 
many  other 
meditations, 
which  I can- 
not here  enu- 
merate. 


If  you  find 
your  heart 
dull  and  dark 
break  off  your 
meditation 
and  say  your 
Pater  Noster 
and  Ave,  or 
read  your 
Psidter. 

[t  Lf.228bk.] 
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XI.  Danger  of  Excess  in  Spiritual  Exercises. 


If  these  exer- 
cises bring  to 
your  heart  a 
devout 
thought  you 
may  enter- 
tain it. 


Yet  strive  not 
too  much  to 
retain  such  a 
thought. 


And  do  not 
suffer  it  to 
interfere  with 
your  rest  or 
your  duties. 


It  is  not  with 
you  as  with 
those  worldly 
people  who 
only  feel  de- 
votion once 
or  twice  in  a 
year. 


more  slye  in  thi  wirkynge ; and  for-tlii  I hald  it  than  moste 
sekyre  vn-to  f>e  for  to  say  thi  Pater  noster  & )?ine  Aue  Maria 
of  J?i  matyns,  or  ells  for  to  rede  apoh)  thi  saut^r,  For  es  euer- 
more  a sekyr  standarde  )?at  will  noghte  faile  ; who-so  may  cleue  4 
Jo^r-to,  he  salt  noghte  erre ; and  if  ]?ou  may  by  prayenge  gete 
deuocyon),  Than),  if  }?i  deuocyoh)  be  anely  in  afifeccioiD,  J?at  es,  in 
a grete  desire  to  GodcT  with  gastely  delyte,  halde  furthe  thi 
saynge,  &.brek  noghte  lyghtely  off,  For  it  Fallis  J^at  praynge  8 
with  ])Q  mouthe  getis  and  kepis  feruoi^?*  of  deuocioh) ; and  if  a 
man)  cesse  of  saynge,  deuocyon)  vanysche  away.  Neue?'-]5e-les,  if 
deuocioh)  of  prayere  brynge  to  thi  herte  gastely  a thoghte  of  J>e 
manhed  of  ourd  Lorde,  or  of  any  oj^^r  before-said,  and  J>is  thoghte  1 2 
sulde  be  lettide  by  })i  saynge,  fian  may  ]>o\i  cesse  of  saynge,  and 
ocupye  pe  in  meditacyoh)  vntilt  it  passe  away.  U Bot  of  certayne 
thynges  the  by-houes  be-warre  in  ]?i  meditacioh).  Sum  salt  I 
tell  ])e.  Ane,  |?at  when)  ]?ou  base  had  a gastely  thoghte,  on\)er  in  16 
ymagynynge  of  be  manhede  of  oure  Lorde,  or  of  swylke  bodily 
thynges,  and  J?i  saule  base  bene  fedcT  and  comforthid  ):er-with, 
and  passes  away  by  ]:>e-selfe,  be  ]^ou  noghte  to  besy  for  to  kepe  it 
stilt  by  maystry.  For  it  salt  j^an  turne  to  pyne  and  to  bitternes.  20 
Also,  if  it  passe  noghte  away,  bot  duellis  stilt  in  thi  myiKT  by  any 
trauelt  of  ]:i  selfe,  and  J>ou  for  comforthe  of  it  wilt  noghte  leue  it, 
and  )5er-fore  it  reuys  the  fra  f)i  slepe  on  nyghtys,  or  elles  oh)  dayes, 
fra  o\)er  gud  dedis,  f)is  es  noghte  wele.  Thou  salt  wilfully  brekeof  24 
when)  [it]  askis,.^a,  sumtyme  wheh)  ]>ou  base  maste  deuocyoh),  and 
ware  latheste  for  to  leue  it,  as  wheh)  it  passes  resonabilt  tyfh), 
or  ells  it  twrnes  to  dissese  of  thyh)  euencristeh),  Bot  if  J»ou  do  so, 
elles  ]^ou  dusse  noghte  wysely,  as  me  thynke.  A werldly  mah)  28 
or  womah)  J>at  felis  noght  p^raunt<?r  deuocyoh)  twys  in  a 5ere,  if  he 
felid,  by  J?e  grace  of  oure  Lorde,  gret  compu7^ccyoh)  for  his  synnes, 
or  elles  by  a mynde  of  [>e  passioh)  of  our<3  Lorde,  ]?ofe  he  ware 
put  fra  his  slepe  a nyghte,  or  two  or  thre,  vii-tilt  his  heued  werke,  32 
it  es  no  force,  for  it  commes  to  f>am)  seldom) ; Bot  to  f>e,  or  to 
a-noJ>(3r  man)  or  womah)  ]?at  base  this  man^r  of  wdrkynge  in 
custom),  as  ware  ilke  o\>er  day,  it  es  spedfiilt  for  tilt  hafc  discre- 
cyoh)  in  ^owr  wyrkynge,  noglite  fully  fait  f>er-to  for  to  folow  it  3^ 
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als  mekitt  als  witt  con^.  And  I halde  Ipat  it  es  gud  to  f>e  for  to 
vse  f>is  maner  in  what  deuocyon)  J^at  ):ou  be,  ]:)at  f>ou  hyng  noght 
to  lange  J>are-appofD,  ouj^er  for  to  put  ])e  fra  thi  mete  cr  thi  slepe 
4 t in  tyme,  or  for  to  disesse  any  oper  man)  vnskilfully.  The  wyse 
inafD  sayse,  ‘ Omnia  tempos  hahent.’  pat  es,  ‘ att  thyngis  base 
tyme.’  Anoper  thyng  es  this,  pat  pe  hy-houys  he-warre  off.  If 
thi  thoghte  be  ocupied  in  ymagynacyon)  of  pe  manhede  of  owre 
8 Lorde,  or  in  any  swilke  oper,  and  after  this  pou  erte  besy  w^t^  aft 
pe  desire  of  thi  heite  for  to  seke  knawynge  or  felyng  mare 
gastely  of  pe  Godhede,  prese  noghte  to  mekilt  par-after,  ne  sujffire 
noghte  thi  herte  fait  fra  pe  desire,  as  if  pou  ware  abydande  or 
12  gapand  aftir  sum  qwyent  stirrynge,  or  sum  wondiifutt  felynge 
vthire  pan  pou  base  had.  Thou  salt  noghte  do  so.  It  es  ynoghe 
to  me  and  to  pe  for  to  haue  desyre  & langynge  to  oure  Lorde ; 
and  if  he  wilt,  of  his  fre  grace,  ouer  pis  desire,  send  vs  of  his 
i6  gostely  lyghte,  and  opyh)  oure  gostely  egheh)  for  to  se  & 
knawe  more  of  Hyin)  pan  we  hafe  had  be-fore  by  comoh)  trauelt, 
thanke  we  Hym  par-of ; and  if  He  wilt  noghte,  for  we  er  3it 
noghte  meke  ynoghe,  or  ells  we  er  noghte  disposede  by  clennes 
20  of  lyffynge  in  oper  sydis  for  to  ressayue  his  grace.  Than  salt  we 
mekly  knawe  oure  awen)  syh)  and  wrechednes,  and  bald  vs 
payed  with  pe  desyre  pat  we  hafe  to  Hym),  and  with  oure 
comoh)  thoghtes  pat  may  lyghtly  fall  vndir  oure  ymagynacioh), 
24  as  of  oure  synns,  or  of  Cristes  passion),  or  of  swilke  oper  ; or  etts 
with  prayers  of  pe  sauter,  or  sum  oper,  and  loue  Hym  W'ith  alt 
oure  hert,  pat  He  wilt  gyff  vs  pat.  If  pou  do  oper  wyse,  pou  may 
lyghtly  be  by-gyled  by  pe  spiryte  of  oure  errcur,  For  it  es  pre- 
28  sumpsiofD,  a man)  by  his  aweh)  wytt  for  to  prese  to  mekitt  in-to 
knawyng  of  gastly  thynges,  hot  if  he  felid  plente  of  grace.  For  pe 
wyse  man  saise  pus,  ‘ Scrutator  maiestatis  opprimetur  a gloria.’ 
pat  es  to  say,  ‘ Raunsaker  of  pe  myghte  of  GodcT  and  of  His 
32  Maieste,  wft/i-owtteh)  gret  clennes  and  meknes,  salt  be  ouerlayde 
and  oppresside  of  Hym-selfe  b’  &c^  explicit. 

^ Tlie  Thornton  MS.  of  this  Treatise  ends  here.  The  Cambridge  MS.  has 
]9  more  lines.  The  British  Museum  MS.  stops  considerably  short  of  this. 
As  the  ending  is  marked  in  the  Thornton  MS.,  the  additional  matter  in  the 
Cambridge  MS.  has  not  been  inserted. ' 


Hang  not  too 
long  upon  any 
one  point  of 
devotion. 


[t  L^.  229  ] 
[Ekjcles.  iii.  I.] 


Nor  strive  to 
push  the  ima- 
gination too 
far. 


IJut  be  hum- 
bly instructed 
of  Christ  as 
far  as  He  will 
teach  you. 


For  it  is  pre- 
sumption of 
our  own  wit 
to  press  too 
far  into  divine 
mysteries. 
[Prov.  XXV. 
27. 
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XIL  The  Virtue  of  our  Lord's  Passion. 


XII. 

[The  virtue  of  our  Lord’s  Passion.] 
[Thornton  MS.,  Lincoln  Cathedral  Library,  leaf  229,  back.] 


it  thou  wele,  dere  Frende,  ]:)at)?of  f)ou  had  newer 
done  syh)  with  thi  bodi,  dedly,  ne  venyait,  hot 
anely  this  f>at  es  called  Orygynalt,  (for  it  es 
firste  syfD,  and  f>at  es  f e lossyng  of  thy  lyght-  4 
wysnes  whilke  )?ou  was  mad  in,)  Suld  thou  neuer 
hafe  bene  safe,  if  oure  Lord  Ihesu  Criste  by  his 
passion)  had  noghte  delyu^rde  the,  and  re- 


storede  }?e  agayne.  And  J?ou  salt  wit  )?at  J?ou,  be  J?ou  neuer  so  8 
mekilt  a wreche,  hafe  Jjou  donne  neu^r  so  mekilt  syh),  for-sake 
thi  selfe  and  all  thi  werkes  gude  & ill.  Cry  mercy,  and  aske 
aiiely  saluacyoh)  by  ]?e  vertu  of  his  precyouse  passyoh)  mekly 
and  tristely,  and  wttA-owtteh)  dowte  pow  sat!  haf  it,  and  fra  12 
this  orygynalt  syh)  and  alt  oper  pow  salt  be  safe,  ^a,  and  )?ou 
salt  be  safe  as  ane  ankir  incluse ; and  noghte  anely  pow,  Bot 
alt  cristeh)  meh)  & wymeh)  [»at  trowes  appoh)  his  passion),  and 
mekes  )?am)  selfe,  knawande  J>aire  wrechidnes,  askand  mercy  16 
and  forgyfnes,  and  pe  fruyte  of  his  precyouse  passioh),  anely 
lawand  fam)-selfe  to  pe  Sacramentes  of  haly  kyrke,  [»of  it  be  swa 
pwt  J)ay  hafe  bene  cumbyrde  in  syh)  & with  syh)  alt  )?aiie  lyfe 
tyme,  and  neuer  had  felyng  of  gastely  sauowr  or  swetnes,  or  20 
gastely  knawynge  of  Godd]  ]?ay  salt,  in  this  faith  and  in  f>air  gud 
wilt,  be  safe,  by  p>e  vertu  of  pe  precyowse  passione  of  oure  Lorde 
Ihesu  Criste,  and  com  to  pe  blysse  of  Heueh).  See  here  pe  Endles 
mercy  of  owre  Lorde,  how  lawe  He  fallis  to  pe  & to  me  and  to  24 
alt  synfult  caytyfs.  ‘ Aske  m^rcy  and  hafe  it : ’ Thus  said  pe 
prophete  in  pe  persoh)  of  oure  Lorde,  ‘ Omms  enym  quicwnque 


Rom.  X.  13.]  invocauerit  nomen  Domini,  saluus  erit.’  ‘ Ilk  mah),  what  [>at  he 

be,  j?at  in-calles  pe  name  of  Godd?,  J>at  es  to  say,  askes  saluacioh)  2S 


their  know-  of  oure  Lorde,  sum  men)  takes,  and  erre  safede  ber-by  : and  swm, 

ledge  of  this  ...  . ' ... 

mercy  into  a in  traiste  of  his  mercy  and  his  curtasye,  lyffes  stilt  in  f>air  synnes, 


But  some  are 
beguiled  by 


by  Ihesu  and  by  his  passioh),  he  salt  be  safe.’  Bot  )?is  curtasye 
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& vvenys  for  to  hafe  it  when  ]^am  lyst ; and  f>an  may  ]^ay  noglite, 
For  f>ay  ere  takyfi)  or  ]:ay  wit,  and  swa  ]?ay  dampne  ]^anD  selfe. 
Bot  now,  sayse  po\x,  if  |:)is  be  sotlie  pou  wondyrs  gretly,  for  J^at  I 
4 fynde  wretyn)  in  sum  haly  mens  saghes.  Sum  sayse,  as  I vndir- 
stande,  pat  he  pat  can)  noghte  lufe  J>is  blyssed  name  Ihesu,  ne 
fynd  ne  fele  in  it  gastely  loye  and  delitabilite,  wft/i  wondirfutt 
swetnes  in  Jjis  lyfe  here,  ffra  pe  souerayne  loy  and  gastely  swetnes 
8 in  pe  blysse  of  Heueii)  he  salt  be  aliene,  and  neuer  salt  he  coin) 
j^ar-to.  Sothely  ]:)ise  wordes,  when  I here  thaym)  or  redis  f>am), 
stonyes  me,  and  makis  me  gretly  ferd";  For  I hope,  as  ):ou  sayse, 
pat  many,  by  pe  mercy  of  GodcT,  salt  be  safe,  be  kepyng  of  his 
12  commandemente5  and  by  verray  repentance  of  J^aire  euylt  lyfe 
be-fore  done,  J^e  wylke  felid  neuer  gastely  swetnes  ne  inly  sauortr 
in  pe  name  of  Ihesu  or  in  pe  lufe  of  Ihesu.  And  for-thi  I meruelt 
me  ):ie  more,  pat  pay  say  the  contrarye  here-to,  as  it  semys.  Als 
1 6 vn-to  J?is,  I may  say,  as  me  f thynke,  that  theire  saynge,  if  it  be 
wele  vndirstandeh),  es  sothe,  ne  it  es  noghte  co9itrarie  to  pat 
that  I hafe  said,  For  ]?is  name  Ihesu  es  noghte  elts  for  to  say  one 
Ynglische  bot  ‘ heler  or  hele.’  Nowe  euer-ilk  man)  j^at  lyffes  in 
20  Jjis  wrechid  lyfe,  es  gastely  seke,  For  paire  es  na  man)  pat  lyffis 
witA-owtten)  syn),  whilke  es  gastely  seknes,  as  Sayn  Ihoh)  sayse 
of  hym-selfe  and  oper  perfite  men)  thus,  ‘ Si  dixerim^ws  quod 
T^eccatum  non  haSemtts,  ipsi  nos  seducimws,  et  c^/  ‘ If  we  say  J^at 
24  we  hafe  na  syn),  we  begile  our«-selfe,  and  sothefastnes  es  noghte 
in  vs/  And  for-f>i  he  may  neu^r  fele  ne  coin)  to  pe  loyes  of 
Heuen),  vn-to  he  first  be  made  hale  of  J?is  gostely  seknes.  Bot 
J)is  gastely  may  na  man)  haf  pat  hase  vse  of  resofD,  bot  if  he 
28  desire  it  and  lufe  it,  and  hafe  delite  J>ar-in,  in  als  mekiB  als  he 
hopis  for  to  get  it.  Now  pe  name  of  Ih^su  es  noghte  elles  bot 
J)is  gastely  hele.  Whare-fore  it  es  sothe  pat  pay  say,  pat  par  may 
na  man)  be  safe  bot  if  he  lufe  & lyke  in  pe  name  of  Ihesu ; For 
32  par  may  na  man)  be  gastely  hale,  bot  if  he  lufe  and  desire  gastely 
hele;  For  ryght  als  a man)  ware  bodily  seke,  per  ware  nane 
erthely  thyng  sa  dere  ne  so  nedfult  to  by  in),  ne  so  mekilt  suld  be 
desyrid  of  hyin),  als  bodily  hele  (For  |?ofe  po\x  wald  gyff  hyin)  alt 
36  pe  reches  and  pe  wirchips  of  f>is  werlde,  and  noghte  make  hym 


presunip. 
tuous  trust. 


How  then  can 
some  learned 
men  declare 
that  none  can 
be  saved  who 
do  not  love 
the  name  of 
Jesus,  when 
there  is  hopj 
for  all  peni- 
tent sinners  ? 


[t  Lf.  230.1 
Their  words, 
if  well  under- 
stood, are 
true. 


[i  Joan  i.  8.] 


For  no  man 
can  be  saved 
who  desires 
not  and  loves 
not  salvation, 
and  Jesus  is 
salvation. 
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It  was  for  this 
reason  that 
our  Lord  took 
that  name. 


Nor  can  any 
enjoy  heaven 
who  love  not 
this  blessed 
name  here. 


[tLf.23obk] 

Yet  a man 
can  be  saved 
who  is  in  the 
lowest  degree 
Of  love. 


[ Joan  xiv.  2.] 


Some  there 
are  of  great , 
advances  in 
God’s  love. 
Tliese  are 
God’s  dar- 
lings. 


Others  of 
lower  attain- 
ment who  are 
God’s  friends. 

[Cant.  V.  I.] 


hale  of  [?at  ] ou  myghte,  ]?ou  plesid  hjm  noghte) — Kighte  so  it 
es  to  a inafD  ]?at  es  seke  gastely,  and  felis  J?e  payne  of  gastely 
seknes.  Xathyng  es.so  dere,  so  nedfutl,  ne  so  mekilt  desirid  of 
hym),  als  his  gastely  hele,  and  ]^at  es  Ih^su,  withowtten)  whilke,aH:  4 
]?e  loyes  of  Heuen)  may  noghte  lyke  hyfFD.  And  this  es  ]?e  skilt 
(as  I hope)  whi  oure  Lorde,  when)  he  tuke  mankynde  for  oure 
saluacyoh),  he  walde  noghte  be  called  by  na  name  betakenande 
his  Endles  beyng,  or  his  myghte,  or  his  wysdom),  or  his  r3^ght-  8 
wysnes,  hot  anely  by  J?at  that  was  cause  of  his  commynge,  and  f>at 
was  saluacyon)  of  mans  saule.  Whilke  saluacioh)  was  maste 
dere  and  maste  nedfutl  to  man) ; and  })is  saluacyon),  betaken s )?is 
name  Ihesu.  pan  bi  this  it  semes,  pat  pe?'  may  na  man)  be  safe  13 
bot  if  he  lufe  Ih^su  ; For  per  may  na  man)  be  safe  bot  if  he  lufe 
saluacyoh),  whilke  lufe  he  may  hafe  pat  lyfes  and  dyes  in  pe 
lawette  degre  of  charite.  Also  I may  say  oh)  a-noper  wyse,  pat 
he  pat  cah)  noghte  lufe  pis  blessede  nam)  Ihe.su  wA7i  gastely  16 
myrthe,  ne  enjoj'e  in  it  wztA  heuenly  melodye  here,  he  sail  neuer 
hafe  ne  fele  in  pe  bl^^sse  of  Heueh)  pat  fulhede  of  soueruyne  loye, 
pe  whilke  he  pat  myghte  in  pis  lyfe,  by  habondance  of  perlite 
charite,  enjoye  in  Ihesu,  sat!  hafe  & fele,  t and  so  may  thaire  20 
saynge  be  vndirstandeh).  Neuer-f)e-les,  he  salt  be  safe,  and  hafe 
full  mede  in  pe  syghte  of  Godd,  all  if  he  be  in  pis  lyfe  in  the 
laweste  degre  of  charite,  by  kep^mg  of  Goddes  commandementes, 
For  Criste  sayse  in  the  Gospelle,  ‘ In  donio  Patris  mei  mansiones  24 
multe  suTit.’  ‘ In  my  fadir  house  erre  many  sere  dwellynges.’ 
Sim  are  for  perfite  saules,  pe  whilke  in  pis  lyfe  ware  fulfillede  of 
grace  of  pe  Haly  Gaste,  and  sang  loujmTigs  to  Godd  in  contem- 
placioh)  of  Hym  wzt/i  wondirfutl  swetnes  and  heuewnly  savoar.  28 
pise  saules,  for  pay  hade  maste  charite,  sail  haue  hegheste  mede 
in  pe  blyse  of  Heueh),  For  pise  ere  callid  Goddes  derlyngs. 
Othir  saules  pat  ere  in  pis  lyfe  inp^rfite,  and  eire  noghte  disposed 
to  contemplacjmh)  of  GodcT,  ne  had  noghte  pe  fullhede  of  charite,  32 
as  apostelts  or  martirs  had  in  pe  begynnyng  of  haly  Kirke,  pay 
sail  haue  pe  lawere  mede  in  pe  blyse  of  Heueh),  For  pise  er 
callede  Goddis  frendis.  pus  callis  oure  Lorde  choseh)  saules  in 
haly  writt,  sa}\and  thus,  ‘ Comedite  amici,  et  i?iebriamini  caris-  36 
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simi.’  ‘ Mi  frendes,  ete  5e;  and  my  derlynges,  be  56  drunkj^n).’  As 
if  cure  Lorde  said  one  J?is  wyse,  ‘ ^e  J>at  er  my  frendis,  for  50  keped 
my  co?wmandme7ite3,  and  sett  my  lufe  be-fore  J^e  lufe  of  ]?e  werlde, 
4 and  lufed  me  more  ]?an  any  6\:er  erthely  thynge,  ;e  salt  be  feedd 
wftA  gastely  fude  of  J>e  brede  of  lyfe.  Pot  5c  J:at  er  my  derly nges, 
and  ncghte  anely  kepid  my  cc wmandemenlis.  Pot  also  of  5our<? 
aweiD  fre  wilt  fulfillede  my  ccnsailles,  and  Qwer  J:at  30  luffed  me 
8 anely  enterely  w^t^  at!  )?e  mygbtes  of  50m  ^ saule,  and  brynnede 
in  my  lufe  v^dih  gastely  delyte,  as  did  pryncypally  )?e  apostilts 
& maitirs,  and  att  o\>er  J^at  myghte  com)  by  grace  to  f>e  gyfte 
of  perfeccion),  50  salt  be  made  drunken)  with  \>e  freeste  wyne 
12  in  my  celer,  J>at  es,  \)q  sou^reyne  ioye  of  lufe  in  J:e  blyse  of 
Heuen).’  To  the  whilke  blise  he  brynge  vs,  ]?at  boghte  vs  with 
his  pr^cyouse  passion),  Ihesu  Criste,  Goddis  sone  of  Heueii). 
AmefD ! 

16  [On  leaf  231  is  the  j^oem  Of  Sayne  John  J^e  ewaungelist/ 
printed  in  ‘Religious  Pieces,’  E.  E.  T.  Soc.  1867,  pp.  87-94.] 

P.  ic,  1.  9,  Wyckecrafte. — Thus  Rolerd  de  Brunne  on  the  first  Com- 
mandment : — 

3yf  pou  yn  swerde  other  yn  bacyn, 

Any  chylde  madest  loke  theryn, 

Or  yn  tlmmbe,  or  yn  cristal, 

Wycchecraft  men  clepen  hyt  alle. — Harullyvg  Synne,  351, 


XIII. 

[Tw’O  Veese-Pkatees  to  the  Viegin  Maey.] 

\^HavL  MS.  1002,  leaf  61,  back.] 

(I.  I.) 

U Quene  of  parage  : paradyse  repayred  I-wysse, 
lyth  of  linage  : lere  me  of  heuenly  blysse, 

20  For  )3at  es  wage  : j^at  lastet  & neu^r  may  misse. 
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(I.  2.) 

II  lady  joy[i]nge  : reioyce  vs,  joyles  abydynge, 
p>at  of  al  ]?ynge : comfort  ^ is  & refreshyngo, 


Pray  ]?ou  our  kyiige  : he  kep^ 

(II.) 

Mary  so  milde, 

For  luf  of  f)i  childe, 
here  po  wylde 

pai  prayen  pe  now  ! 


vs  \n  heue?i  a comynge. 

Amen,  oramws.  4 

Grace  to  vs  hylde; 
wit/i  blysse  pOM  vs  bylde ; 
Fro  synne  pOM  vs  schilde  ; 
Amen,  for  02tr  prowe  ! 8 


^ ‘ yng  ’ interlined  at  end  of  ‘ comfort.’ 


NOTES 


The  following  list  of  suggested  emendations,  See.,  has  been  compiled 
with  the  help  of  Dr.  Horstman’s  Richard  Rolle  of  Hampole,  Vol.  I,  1895, 
and  the  variant  MSS.  printed  there. 

1/5  Latin  (La  Bigne,  Magna  Bibliotheca  Patrum,  Cologne,  1622,  vol.  xv, 
p.  834,  Richardus  Pampolitanus  Eremita)  et  statim  adoratur 
oleum  effusum.’ 

1/7  Read  ‘ be  mene’. 

2/7  MS.  Harl.  1022  to  it  be.  Latin:  et  dum  inebriat  illam,  cadit 
caro  : non  potest  a sua  virtute  non  deficere. 

2/20  Read  ‘ tak  ande  ’,  i.  e.  take  breath  ; Latin  : respirat  animus. 

2/22  Read  ‘ and-es  ’ ; Latin  : anhelat  namque  mens  superno  dulcore, 
tacta  amore  conditoris  incalescit. 

2/27  Read  ‘ [m]a[n]e  ’ ; Latin  : hominem. 

4/4  Read  so  [J>ay  desyre  |>at]  |)ayre.  Latin : sic  satiantur,  vt  deside- 
rent  : et  sic  desiderant,  vt  desiderium  non  tollat  satietatem. 
4/19  Read  ‘ w[ye.]t  all  ’ ; Latin  : cognoscant  vtique  vniuersi. 

4/25  Read  ‘l[i]fe’;  Latin:  vitam. 

4/31  Latin  : terra  suauiter  viuentium. 

5/5  Read  ‘in  deserte  (Latin  : indefesse)  fastande,  in  |)e  monte  anely 
pray  ande  ’. 

8/1 1 Read  ‘ wR/i-takand ’.  8/13  Read  ‘ trauayle  here.  pay’. 

9/1  Read  ‘ for-[thy]  |)aire ’.  9/ii  Read ‘For’. 

9/20  Read  ‘ lyttill  hole.  Ten  ^ere  scho  ’.  Latin  : Et  neque  viros  neque 
mulieres  unquam  videns  per  annos  decern  (Migne,  Patrol.  74. 
256). 

10/26  ‘ dispyse  ’ may  be  correct ; cp.  ‘ vanysche  ’,  42/ 10,  ‘ rauesche  ’,  2/26. 
11/12  After  ‘vyces’,  Horstman  inserts  the  second  manner  from  MS. 

Arundel  507,  ‘ Sithen  special!,  )iat  we  cesse  of  alle  bodili 
werkis  ’. 

11/28  Read  ‘ barnes,  )>at  es,  lande  ’.  , 

13/25  Read  ‘gude  hope,  noghte’,  so  MS.  Camb.  Dd.  v.  64. 

14/6  Comma  after  ‘ wondyrfull  ’. 

14/8  Read  ‘ gastely.  [It  is  haly]  when  ’. 

14/n  Read  ‘wondirfull,  [when]  it’.  * 

15/1 1 Bead  ‘ this  [anehejde  ’ ; Pepwell’s  print  of  1521,  ‘ this  onehede  ’. 
15/17  Read  ‘ Imagy[na]cyones  ’. 

15/30  Read  ‘ so[the]fastenes ’. 

16/17  Comma  after  ‘ maners  ’. 

I6/19  Pull  stop  after  ‘ charyte’. 

17/19  Read  ‘ Bot  [for]  a ’ ; MS.  Camb.  ‘ bot  for  )?e  ’. 

17/21  Comma  after  ‘ vnclennes  ’. 

17/27  Read  ‘ es  ofte  ’ ; so  MS.  Camb. 

19/26  Read  ‘ kepis  [hym]  in  ’ ; so  MS.  Camb. 

19/35  Read  ‘ es  gude  ’ ; so  MS.  Camb. 
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20/15  Read  ‘he  [be  this  felynge]  and’ ; so  MS.  Camb. 

20/18  Read  ‘ ymagy[na]cion 

20/21  Read  ‘awen  [syghte]  mare’ ; so  MS.  Camb. 

22/3  Read  ‘ behouyth  to  ’ , so  Notary’s  print  of  1507. 

23/2  Read  ‘ o[f]  ’ ; so  Notary. 

23/26  Read  ‘se[t]te’  (?),  i.  e.  directed;  cp.  MS.  Vernon:  ‘for  hit  is 
charite,  speciali  set  in  to  him  ’. 

23/30  Read  ‘ for-[thi]  ’ ; MS.  Vernon  ‘ f)^’;-fore  ’. 

23/32  Read  ‘ [vn]discrec/on  ’ ; so  MS.  Vernon. 

23/33  hatith  ; cp.  26/19,  where  there  are  dots  under  ti. 

24/8  Read*‘ordire  [of]  charite’ ; so  MS.  Vernon. 

24/19-20  Read  ‘ teche  hem  [forto]  amende  ’ ; MS.  Vernon  ‘ to  ’. 

25/1  Read  ‘ le[w]ed  ’ ; so  MS.  Vernon. 

25/15  Read  ‘ f[len]  ’ ; so  MS.  Vernou,  Notary. 

26/9  Read  ‘ [nott  with]stondynge  ’. 

26/29  vn-couthe  and : MSS.  Vernon,  Harl.  2254  omit. 

27/12  Read  ‘ of[t]  ’ ; so  MS.^Harl. 

27/13  Read  ‘J)[gr]at’;  so  MSS.  Vernon,  Harl. 

27/27-8  Something  has  been  omitted.  Harl.  adds  after  ‘inwarde’, 
‘|)at  hit  was  not  lettid  bi  outward  dedes  for’;  so  Vernon. 
But  Notary  adds,  after  ‘ hym  ’,  ‘ to  shewe  it  outwarde’. 

30/7  luke  ]?am  : so  MS.  Harl. ; MSS.  Royal,  Vernon:  loke  to  hem. 
30/17  Read  ‘for  to  [thynke  lathe  for  to]  leue’  ; so  MS.  Vernon;  MS. 

Royal  omits  first  ‘ for  to  ’. 

31/8  Semicolon  after  ‘ lyfe  ’. 

32/10  Read  ‘ resto  [in]  deuocyon  ’ ; so  MSS.  Vernon,  Royal,  Harl. 

34/9  Dash  after  ‘ wastande ’. 

34/14  Read  ‘ whare-to  [bot]  ))at  ’ ; so  MSS.  Vernon,  Harl. 

35/3  Comma  after  ‘ bodily  ’. 

35/36  Read  ‘ qtwniam  ’. 

36/34  Read  ‘ all  o[ure]  ’ ; so  MS.  Vernon. 

37/7  Read  ‘ criande  [on]  Godd  ’ ; so  MSS.  Vernon,  Harl. 

38/15  Read  ‘and  compassion’. 

38/29  No  comma  after  ‘ ymagynacyon ’. 

•W33  „ ,,  M ‘ halde  it  ’. 

^8/35  ,,  „ ,,  ‘heuede’;  comma  after  ‘ body ’. 

39/4  Read  ‘ stryue’. 

39/13  MS.  Vernon  reads  ‘ si;t  of  J)e  f^reo  principal  virtues : of  trou))e, 
hope,  & charite.  Be  ]>e  si3t  & [e  disyre  ’,  &c. ; so  MS.  Harl. 
40/8  Comma  after  ‘ myghte  ’. 

41/4  Comma  after  ‘selfe  ’. 

41/32  Omit  ‘ of  ’ ; so  MS.  Vernon. 

42/3  Read  ‘ or  |)i  matyns  ’ ; so  MS.  Harl. ; Vernon  ‘ or  elles  ’. 

42/19  Read  ‘and  [it]  passes  away  by  [it]-selfe’ ; so  MSS.  Vernon,  Harl. 
42/23  Omit  comma  after  ‘ dayes  ’. 

42/25  Read  ‘ when  [tyme]  askis  ’ ; so  MSS.  Vernon,  Harl. 

42/35  Read  ‘ as  [it]  ware  ’ ; so  MS.  Vernon. 

45/27  Read  ‘ gastely  [hele]  may  ’. 

46/ 1 Read  ‘ [i]f  ))at ’. 

47/18  Read  ‘repaid  ’,  enclosed  ; cp.  Song  of  Sol.  iv.  12. 

48/3  Read  ‘ wonynge ’. 

48/4  Read  ‘ oremMs ’. 


GLOSSARY  AND  INDEX 


Accidie,  w.,  sloth,  23/8. 
Accordandly,  adv,^  accordingly, 
*8/32. 

Acostom,  n.,  habit,  20/ lo. 

Active  and  Contemplative  Life,  21- 
43. 

AfForces,  v.,  make  strong,  8/20. 
Aknowe,  v.,  be  a.,  confess,  33/8. 

All  if,  even  if,  46/22. 

Alsonne,  immediately,  I4/27. 
Althirhegeste,  adj.  supe^i.,  highest 
of  all,  1/15. 

And  . . . and,  both  . . . and, 

Ane,  anely,  anelynes — alone,  lone- 
liness : ‘ by  myn  ane,’  by  myself, 

5/4, 5, 11,20/1,5. 

Anede,  pp.^  united,  39/35,  40/4; 
anehede,  I6/1. 

Anehede,  n.,  oneness,  union,  15/io. 
Ankir  incluse,  enclosed  hermit, 

44/14. 

Anynge,  w.,  union,  39/36. 

Araysede,  a.,  raised,  high,  13/20. 
Arett,  V.,  ascribe,  33/9. 

Aristotle  on  bees,  8/18;  on  birds, 
8/32. 

Arraynge,  w.,  arraying,  decoration, 

29/36. 

Astronomy  enes,  n.,  astrologers, 

10/15. 

At,  prep.^  with,  3O/14,  21. 

At,  cowy.,  that,  35/7. 

Athe,  n.,  oath,  IO/31  ; g.s.  athes, 

11/4. 

Austyn,  St.,  13/i8,  34/25. 

Awe,  owe,  ought,  11/ 17. 

Bee,  Hampole  on  its  nature,  8-9. 
Begynnynge,  a.,  21 /7. 

Be-mene,  v.,  mean,  I/7. 

Besynes  chargis,  n.,  burdens  of 
business,  25/13. 

Beyng,  w.,  existence,  46/8. 

Bishops  and  the  mixed  life,  27. 


Bot,  conp,  except,  I/19;  hot  if, 
unless, 

Bouxomnes,  n..  obedience,  duty, 

11/25. 

Breke  of,  w.,  break  off,  stop,  42/24. 
Brennande,  a.,  burning,  15/21. 
By-houely,  a.,  befitting,  28/2. 
By-houys,i^.,  should,  oughtto,  6/15. 
Bylde,  v.,  defend,  48/6. 

Cesarius,  tales  by,  6/28,  7/14. 
Charge,  n.,  heaviness,  9/13. 
Chargede,  pp.,  loaded,  burdened, 

9/16. 

Charemynge,  n.,  working  by 
j charms,  IO/9. 

' Chese,  v.,  choose,  6/19. 
i Cheson,  n.,  reason,  good  cause, 

10/25. 

Christ’s  Passion,  Virtue  of,  44-7. 
Clerete,  n.,  clarity,  clearness,  I8/20. 
Coal,  how  to  light,  32/25-31. 

1 Commandments,  the  Ten,  10-12. 
Comonynge,  n.,  communion  with, 

17/25. 

Compleccionne,  n.,  embracing, 
fleshly  intercourse,  14/ 16. 
Contrition,  imperfect  and  perfect, 
6-7. 

Coryous,  a.,  over  inquisitive,  3/i  i. 
Couaytabill,  a.,  3/30. 

Couaytes,  n.,  covetousness,  I4/24. 
Cun  thanke,  give  thanks,  29/34. 
Cuppillynge,  w.,  joining,  35/24,  25. 

Bed,  dede,  n.,  death,  2/i,  I3/19. 
Defaile,  v.,  lack,  2/8. 

Delighting  in  God,  14. 

Delitabilite,  n.,  45/6. 

Delycyousely,  adv.,  luxuriously, 
6/30. 

Desederabill,  a.,  desirable,  2/28. 
Desyrand,  a.,  desiring,  longing, 
37/8. 
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Devil  in  shape  of  a woman,  6/9. 

Divining  by  stars,  &c„  10/ 14. 

Drawes,  v.y  pulls  up,  3/ 12. 

Drede,  n.,  fear;  “na  drede  )?at  ne 
|)ay  ere,”  ‘ no  fear  but  that  they 
are,’  4/ 18. 

Duse,  V.,  do,  Vlji^y  13. 

Dyscryuede,  described,  17/4. 

Eggyng,  n.y  egging,  temptation, 
13/29. 

Elde,  n.y  old  age,  11  ,'24. 

Enchesone,  n.,  reason,  cause,  7/4. 

Enforssede,  y.,  forst,  3/22. 

Enforthis,  y.,  enforces,  2/23. 

Enjoye,  y.,  rejoice,  46/17. 

Er,  v.y  are,  43/i8  ; erre,  ^hf2(). 

Even,  equally  with,  23/28;  MS. 
Vernon,  a^eynes. 

Eysede,  2^P-  = oysede,  used,  direc- 
ted, 14/32. 

Ezechiel  the  prophet,  11  j2(). 

Falles,  v.y  happens,  2/7. 

Famyliare till,  a.,  familiar  with,  7/3. 

Fand,  v.y  found,  4/29. 

Felide,  sowne  es,  sound  is  j>er- 
ceived,  I9/13. 

Fette,  n.y  feet,  8/6. 

Files,  v.y  defile,  foul,  4/ 18. 

Fillynge,  n.,  filling,  fullness,  4/3,  5. 

Fire,  how  to  make  a,  82/25-31. 

Flyghyng,  n.,  power  of  flight,  8/33, 
34,  9/3. 

Forbrekes,  v.,  utterly  breaks,  I8/26. 

Force,  n.,  care,  28/30. 

Forthe  dayes,  late  in  the  day,  9/27. 

For-thy,  adv.y  therefore,  9/23. 

Fremmede,  a.,  unconnected,  by 
blood,  strange,  8/23. 

Full,  adj.y  foul,  7/16. 

Full-hede,  n.y  fullness,  39/25. 

Fychede,  v.y  pierced  ; thurghe-fych- 
ede,  pierced  through,  2/4. 

Gastely,  a.,  ghostly,  spiritual,  45/6, 
7,  13- 

Ger,  V.  make,  cause,  32/26. 

Gernyng,  n.y  yearning,  14/5. 

Gillery,  n.,  trickery,  cheating, 
12/10.  (Still  in  use  in  Lincoln- 
shire.) 

Grauynge,  n.y  burial,  7/i. 

Gregory,  St.,  26/23. 


Gretynge,  n.,  crying,  grieving,  5/ 10. 
Greuesnes,  n.y  grievousness,  8/15. 
Gruchynge,  n.y  grudging,  grum- 
bling, 32/19. 

Habedyn,  pp.,  abided,  waited, 
32/29. 

Hampole’s  temptation,  5-6. 
Haunten,  y.,  deal  with,  handle, 2 1/5. 
Haver,  n.y  possession,  property, 
26/2. 

Hegheynge,  n.y  uplifting,  14/i8. 
Heldede,  v..  hylde. 

Hele,  n.y  salvation,  I/15. 

Heleful,  a.y  healthful,  4/20. 
Heraclides,  tale  by,  9/17. 

Holy  Ghost’s  gifts,  13. 

Hope,  v.y  think,  28/5,  88/9. 
Hungres  thaym,  they  hunger  (for 
more),  8/29. 

Hurtynge,  n.y  11/33- 
Hyghte,  v.,  promised,  7/4. 

Hylde,  v.y  pour  out,  bestow,  48/5  5 
2)t.y  heldede,  inclined,  7/9. 

Illumynede,  pp.,  I7/9. 

Images  to  be  honoured,  .IO/21. 

In,  prep.,  for,  9/34. 

In-calles,  v.,  invokes,  44/28. 
Indiscrecyon,  n.y  19/io. 

In-3ettis,  r.,  pours  in,  8/13. 
In-^ettynge,  n.,  inpouring,  4/9. 
Inglysce,  n.,  English,  1/4.* 
Inlastande.  pr.  p.,  lasting,  8/15. 
Inlawes  (Harl.  MS.,  insawes),  r., 
plants  or  sows  in,  8/13;  Lat., 
inserit. 

.Inly,  a.y  inward,  45/i3. 

Inryses,  t’.,  springs,  2/25. 
Intermettid,  r.,  mixt,  occupied, 

27/14. 

Israel  = a man  seeing  God,  32/i,  3. 
It,  itself,  19  '24. 

Jacob,  32/i,  2. 

Jacob  and  Laban,  Rachel  and 
Leah,  30-1. 

Jesus,  the  name,  1-5. 
loyeynge,  n.,  merriment,  5/io. 

Kelis,  v.y  cools,  20/6. 

Kennede,  v.,  made  to  know,  taught, 

17/28. 

Kyndely,  a.y  natural,  15/20. 
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Langes,  r.,  impers  , we  long,  8/26. 
Languessande,  languishing,  2/i8, 
19. 

Lappid,^^;.,  wrapped,  5/i.  (Still  in 
use  in  Lincolnshire.) 

Lare,  n.,  lore,  instruction,  14/22. 
Lathe,  v.,  loathe,  4I/24. 

Lathy  nge,  n.,  loathing,  84/30, 
85/5,  16. 

Laude,  = lande,  II/28. 

Lawand,  p.,  humbling,  sub- 
jecting, 44/i  8. 

Lawlyly,  adv.,  humbly,  II/27. 
Layery,  a.,  filthy,  I4/23. 

Leche,  v.,  heal,  2/4;  n.,  healer, 

2/18. 

Lelely,  adv.,  loyally,  truly,  heartily, 
8/7. 

Lere,  v.,  teach,  47/iq. 

Lessynge,  n.,  diminution,  4/8. 
Lettys,  V.,  hinder,  11/ 12. 

Leuefully,  with  permission,  21/6. 
Lichoure,  n.,  lecher,  12/i. 

Lofe,  V.,  praise,  9/31  ; loues,  2O/4. 
Loute,  r.,  worship,  IO/7,  20,  23. 
Louynge,  n.,  praise,  IO/2,  17/i8. 
Lowuabyll.  a.,  praiseworthy,  3 '8. 
Lufabyll,  a.,  lovable,  2/28. 

Luke,  V.,  look  after,  care  for, 
30/7. 

Lya,  Leah,  31/2,  7,  13,  28. 

Lyenges,  n.,  lies,  I2/17, 

Lyth,  light,  glorious,  47/19. 

Maria,  24/24. 

Martha,  24/ 16. 

Mary,  our  Lady  Saint,  39/2i. 
Mawmetryse,  w.,  idolatrous  prac- 
tices, 10/9. 

Maystry,  n.,  violence,  force,  88/35. 
Medfull,  a.,  rewardful,  28/6. 
Medefully,  adv.,  profitably,  24/28. 
Medle,  v.,  mix,  mingle,  24/i4 ; 
medled,  26/28,  27/6;  medlid, 
24/34,  26/35*.  niedelid,  25/23. 
Mekes,  v.,  humble,  44/i6. 

Mellynge,  n , meddling,  32/20. 
Menes,  n.,  things  interposed,  I8/3. 
Mengede,  v.,  mingled,  mixed,  I/20. 
Merghlyere,  adv.,  more  thoroughly, 
Lat.  medullitus,  2/5. 

Me  thynke,  it  appears  to  me,  29/28. 
Mett,  n.,  measure,  12/ii. 

Mirke,  a.,  dark,  22/8. 


Mobylls,  n , movables,  goods, 

: 12/24. 

Mowe,  V.,  may,  can,  22/8 ; be  able 
to,  38/35,  39/14. 

; Mynd,  remembrance,  39/ 2 1 ; mynde,  . 

■ 5/18. 

! Myrknes,  n.,  darkness,  4I/36. 
j Myssawe,  n.,  mis-saying,  want  of 
j respect,  II/26. 

, Myster,  n.,  need,  L3/8. 

j Nane,  a.,  no,  2/29.  ’ 
j Nakede  mynde,  simple  perception, 

20/12,  18. 

I Nedys,  adv.,  of  necessity,  6/15. 

|.  Nerehand,  adv.,  nearly,  2/6. 
j Nerre,  adv.,  nearer,  15/2 5. 

Neuennyd,  v.,  spoken,  named,  5/21. 

I Noghte  for-thi,  nevertheless,  I7/36. 

: Nourish  (feed)  the  fire  with  sticks, 

i 33/28. 

Noye,  n.,  sorrow,  dnnoyance,  dis- 
1 • gust,  3/16,  4/7 ; V.,  do  harm, 

12/18. 

Of,  2)rep  , with,  3/ 16. 

I Okyre,  n.,  extortion,  usury,  12/ii, 

I Onane,  Wt'.,  anon,  at  once,  82/30. 

I Oneness  of  God  with  Man’s  soul, 

|-  15-20.  ' 

; Oo,  a.,  one,  24/i6. 

; Ouerganger, ??.,overcomer, 31/5,  35. 

' Ouer-iieghede,!'.,  carried  too  high, 
8/7. 

; Ouer-hille,  v.,  cover  over,  82/27. 

■ Ouerlaide,  pp.,  covered  over,  22/5. 

i Ouer-passande,  a.,  exceeding,  40/7. 

I Ouertrauells,  v.,  overworks,  I8/25. 

Owt-^ettede,  pp.,  poured  out,  I/4. 
i Oys,  71.,  use,  I2/4. 

i Parage,  n.,  high  rank,  47/i8. 
j Paris,  a wicked  Canon  at,  6/30; 

! a forgiven  scholar  at,  7/16. 

I Payede,  pp.,  contented,  1-5/ 1. 
i Peraunter,  adv.,  peradventure, 

I 42/29. 

j Perre,  n.,  jewellery,  29/9. 

Plentivosly,  adv.,  plenteously, 

' 24/23. 

Poure,  a.,  pure,  8/21. 

' Prelaci,  n.,  office,  post  of  a bishop, 

I 27/24,  29  ; p/.,  27/18. 

■ Presumpsion,  n.,  43/27-8. 
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Priste,  priest,  33/19. 

Profette,  t\,  advanced,  6/14. 

Prow,  n.,  profit,  I3/27. 
Pryncypally,adi’.,  chiefly,  specially, 
47/9. 

Pure,  adv.,  poorly,  4 '32. 
Purede,^?^.,  purified,  18/ 1. 

Put,  V.,  ascribe,  33/i3. 

Pyne,  n.,  sorrow,  42/20. 

Quemfull,  a.,  pleasing,  34/31. 
Qwyent,  a.,  quaint,  curious,  43  12. 

Rachel,  3O/36,  3I/3,  8,  10,  28. 
Raunsaker,  n.,  investigator,  43/31. 
Rauyschynge,  n.,  ecstasy,  17/21. 
Redies,  t?.,  prepares!,  3/2. 
Refreynynge,  n.,  bridling,  restrain- 
ing, 22/20. 

Repressynge,  n , 14/ 17. 

Reue,  V.,  draw  away,  steal,  8/20. 
Rewarde,  n.,  regard,  care,  26/19. 
Rus3’nngs,  n.,  boastings,  19/4. 
Ruysand,  v.,  praising  (himself), 

13/25. 

Sadely,  adv.,  firmly,  I0/15. 

Saghes,  n.,  saws,  doctrines,  teach- 
ing, 45/4. 

Saint  Gregory,  26/23. 

St.  Paul  on  body  and  spirit  (1  Cor. 

xi.  8,  9 ; XV.  46),  2I/12-16. 

St.  Victor,  the  Abbey  of,  at  Paris, 

Sandes,  n.,  ordinances,  15/ 1. 

Sare,  n.,  disease,  40/31. 
Sare-eghede,  a.,  sore-eyed,  31/ 10. 
Sauoure,  n.,  relish,  delight,  3/14. 
Sauyre,r.,  experience, I/20  ; sauour, 

20/28.^ 

Schenchippe,  n.,  di'fegi-ace,  4O/32. 
Scholar  at  Paris,  forgiven  his  sins, 
7/16-34. 

Seke  to  be  dede,  sick  unto  death. 
. 6/31. 

Sekerly,  adv.,  securely,  5/ 18. 
Sensualite,  n.,  the  senses,  14/26, 
16/22,  23,  27,  29. 

Sentence  of  dampnacyone,  7/12. 
Sere,  a.,  several,  various,  9/7  ; 

separate,  46/25. 

Serely,  adv.,  separately,  13/ 10. 
Sese,  V.,  see,  4/2. 

Sesse  of,  cease  from,  11/ 12. 


Seven  Gifts  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  13. 
Sithen,  adv.,  afterwards,  22/2. 
Skilfully,  adv.,  according  to  reason, 
i 26/io. 

Skyll,  n.,  reason,  14,28,  32. 

' Slaers,  n.,  slayers,  H/34. 

Slokynns,  v.,  slackens,  quenches, 
3/10. 

Slyke,  a.,  such,  37/ 16. 

' Smites  his  sins.  Holy  Writ,  13/22. 

Sobbynge,  n.,  7/20. 

: Socerye,  «.,  sorcery,  IO/13. 

Softl}"  living,  the  land  of,  4/31. 
Somdele,  a.,  partial,  I8/20. 

Sothely,  adv.,  truly,  surely,  in 
sooth,  1/7. 

! Souple,  a.,  supple,  flexible,  21/ii. 
j So wnnande,  p. , sounding,  speak- 

I ing,  I/19. 

1 Specj’alle,  n.,  intimate  friend,  ob- 
ject of  love,  6/20. 

Spedfull,  a.,  profitable,  28/6. 
Spendide,  pp.,  spent,  28/29. 

I Speride,  pp.,  shut  up,  enclosed, 
40/15. 

I Spy  eery,  n.,  spices,  38/20. 
i Stallworthely,  adv.,  strongly,  vio- 
I lently,  6/6. 

I Stere,  v.,  guide,  26/23. 

! Sternys,  n.,  stars,  10/ 14. 

I Sticks  = good  works  of  active  life, 

32/36. 

I Stonyes,  v.,  astonish,  oveiwrlielm, 

I 45/10. 

; Stork  or  strucio,  that  can’t  fly, 

I 9/12. 

I Strenyde,  r.,  strained,  squeezed, 

: 6/6. 

I Strenghe,  v.,  strengthen,  34/i7. 
i Strength,  v.,  strengthen,  23/17. 

I Strobillynge,  n.,  trouble,  distrac- 
I tion,  23/23. 
i Strucyo,  n.,  stork,  9/i2. 

Stryne  = stryue,  strive,  39/4. 

; Styrrynges,  n.,  suggestions,  II/9. 
Swearing,  three  ways  of  sinning  in, 

; 10/26. 

I Swylke,  a.,  such,  II/28. 

I Sybbe,  a.,  near  in  blood,  8/22. 

' Syghynge,  ;i.,  sighing,  7/2o. 
Syngulere,  a.,  s.  purpos,  purpose  of 
living  alone,  5/24. 

; S\'thes,  n.,  times ; ofte-sythes,  often- 
times, 8/28. 
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Taa,  tan,  to}?er,  one,  other,  81/30, 
32- 

Tagillynge,  n.,  entangling,  14/'io. 
Tagyld,  jpp.,  entangled,  13/i2. 
Ta^nnynge,  n.,  token,  mark,  seal, 
1/23. 

Tane,  ):e,  and  toJ:er,  the  one 
and  the  other,  30/22. 

Terapede,  pp.,  tempted,  9/22. 
Temptid,  n.,  tempted  folk,  h/ij. 
Ten  Commandments,  10-12. 

Tene,  n.,  sorrow,  misery,  8/28. 
Tente  to,  p>P-^  attended  to,  cared 
for,  29/22. 

Ternynge,  n.,  turning,  14/26. 
par,  there,  45/30. 

That,  pron.,  whoever,  8/28  ; swyche 
that  = such  as,  25/ii-i2. 
pire,  these,  IO/17,  33/i  ; baire, 
I0j22. 

pofe,  cotij.,  though,  86/28;  thofife, 
23/21. 

Tholemodnes,  n.,  patience,  9/32. 
Thriste,  n.,  thirst,  6/3,  40/3 1. 
Thristis  thaym,  they  thirst  (for 
more),  8/29. 

Thristy,  a.,  thirsty,  84/32. 

Thythen,  adv.,  thence,  2/24. 
Tothire,  a.,  second,  IO/24. 

Traiste,  n.,  trust,  I9/25. 
Transfourmynge, '92^.,  I6/15. 
Trauellynge,  n.,  labour,  I8/26. 
Trauyliouse,  a.,  laborious,  active, 

31/7. 

Triacle,  n.,  salve,  unguent,  88/21, 
24. 

Tristely,  adv.,  trustfully,  44/i2. 
Trouthe,  n.,  troth,  faith,  86/7. 
Trubylyere,  a.,  more  troubled, 
82/21. 

Turment,  tormented,  5/2. 

Ymbethynke,  v.,  remember  ll/io. 
Vnauyssedly,  adv.,  foolishly,  II/26. 
Vnbuxomnes,  w.,’  insubordination, 
disobedience,  21/io. 
Vn-cessandly,  adv.,  unceasingly, 

3^3. 

Vn-chastely,  adv.,  6/30. 

Vn-couthe,  «.,  unknown,  26/29. 
Vndevocyone,  n.,  II/5. 

Vndiscrete,  a.,  I8/35. 

Vnhoneste,  n.,  impropriety,! I/26. 
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Vnkepide,  a , 29/22. 

Vnkonande,  a.,  ignorant,  37/6  ; 

vnkunnynge,  26/29. 

Vnletterede,  a.,  uneducated,  88/29. 
Vnmyghtty,  a.,  weak,  II/24. 
Vnnethes,  arZv., scarcely, hardly, 2/ 5. 
Vnordaynde,  a.,  unregulated, I4/30. 
Vn-perfitte,  a.,  incomplete,  6/27. 
Vnrewled,  a.,  unregulated,  28/29. 
Vnskillwyse,  a.,  unreasonable,  I6/7. 
Vn-to,  to,  34/15. 

Vnwysse,  a.,  unwise,  8/3. 

Vssynge,  n.,  use,  86/27. 

Vagacyone,  11.,  wandering,  I5/15. 
Vilte,  n.,  vileness,  I3/24. 

Virgin  Mary,  Two  Prayers  to,  47. 
Virtues  of  Jesus’  name,  1-5. 

Vis,  n,  sight,  85/31;  vys,  35/28. 
MSS.  Vern.,  Harl.,  vse. 

Wem,  n.,  spot,  blemish,  39/25. 
Wende,  v.,  thought,  31/ 1. 

Were,  n.,  doubt,  87/19. 

Werke,  v.,  ache,  pain,  42/32. 
Wiele,  adv.,  well,  19/21. 
Witchcraft,  47. 

With-takand,  v.,  reproving,  8/1 1. 
Witterly,  adv.,  utterly,  entirely, 
completely,  27/9. 

Woman,  Devil  as  a,  tempts  Ham- 
pole,  5-6. 

Wondyrde,  astonisht,  6/2. 
World  of  worlds,  6/17. 

Wrethe,  v.,  anger,  I8/30. 

Wyete,  v.,  know,  4/30. 

Wyn,  V.,  obtain,  win,  H/27. 
Wyseleere,  adv.,  more  wisely,  84/29. 
Wyssyng,  n.,  teaching, 

Yevynge,  v.,  giving,  23/31. 
Ymagy[na]cion,  n.,  imagining, 

20/18. 

Ympnes,  n.,  hymns,  I9/32. 
Ynesche,  prep.,  towards,  8/22. 

7a,  yea,  2/27. 

jarenande,  pr.  p.,  yearning  for, 
2/14. 

^ede,  V.,  went,  4/26. 
jernynge,  n.,  yearning,  desire, 
2/15. 

^itt,  adv.,  yet,  7/24. 
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42.  Guy  of  Warvrick:  2 texts  (Auchinleck  MS.  and  Caius  MS.),  ed.  J.  Zupitza.  Part  I.  {Out  of  print.)  „ 

O.S.  80.  The  Life  of  St.  Katherine,  B.M.  Royal  MS.  17  A.  xxvii,  &c.,  and  its  Latin  Original,  ed.  E.  Einenkel. 

{Out  of  print.)  1884 

81.  Piers  Plowman:  Glossary,  &c.,  ed.  W.  W.  Skeat.  Part  IV,  completing  the  work.  {Out  of  print.)  „ 

E.S.  43.  Charlemagne  Romances:  9.  Huon  of  Burdeux,  by  Lord  Berners,  ed.  S.  L.  Lee.  Part  III.  {Out  of  print.)  „ 

44.  Charlemagne  Romances:  10.  The  Four  Sons  of  Asunon,  ed.  Octavia  Richardson.  Part  1. 18s.  „ 

O.S.  82.  iElfric’s  Metrical  Lives  of  Saints,  MS.  Cott.  Jul.  E vn,  ed.  W.  W.  Skeat.  Part  II.  20s.  1885 

83.  The  Oldest  English  Texts,  Charters,  &c.,  ed.  H.  Sweet.  {Reprinted  1957.)  42s.  „ 

E.S.  45.  Charlemagne  Romances:  11.  The  Four  Sons  of  Aymon,  ed.  O.  Richardson.  Part  II.  {Out  of  print.)  „ 

46.  Sir  Beves  of  Hamtoun,  ed.  E.  Kblbing.  Parti.  {Out  of  print.)  „ 

O.S.  84.  Additional  Analogs  to  ‘The  Wright’s  Chaste  Wife’,  O.S.  12,  by  W.  A.  Clouston.  Is.  1886 

85.  The  Three  Kings  of  Cologne,  ed.  C.  Horstmann.  20s.  6d.  „ 

86.  Prose  Lives  of  Women  Saints,  ed.  C.  Horstmann.  14s.  „ 

E.S.  47.  The  Wars  of  Alexander,  ed.  W.  W.  Skeat.  {Out  of  print.)  „ 

48.  Sir  Beves  of  Hamtoun,  ed.  E.  Kolbing.  Part  II.  {Out  of  print.)  „ 

O.S.  87.  The  Early  South-English  Legendary,  Laud  MS.  108,  ed.  C.  Horstmann.  (OMio/pn;!<.)  1887 

88.  Hy.  Bradshaw’s  Life  of  St.  Werburghe  (Pynson,  1521),  ed.  C.  Hortsmann.  12s.  „ 

E.S.  49.  Guy  of  Warwick,  2 texts  (Auchinleck  and  Caius  MSS.),  ed.  J.  Zupitza.  Part  II.  {Out  of  print.)  „ 

50.  Charlemagne  Romances:  12.  Huon  of  Burdeux,  by  Lord  Berners,  ed.  S.  L.  Lee.  Part  IV.  {Out  of  print.)  „ 

51.  Torrent  of  Portyngale,  ed.  E.  Adam.  {Out  of  print.)  „ 

O.S.  89.  Vices  and  Virtues,  ed.  F.  Holthausen.  Parti.  15s.  1888 

90.  Anglo-Saxon  and  Latin  Rule  of  St.  Benet,  interlinear  Glosses,  ed.  H Logeman.  20s.  „ 

91.  Two  Fifteenth-Century  Cookery-Books,  ed.  T.  Austin.  {Out  of  print.)  „ 

E.S.  52.  Bullein’s  Dialogue  against  the  Feuer  Pestilence,  1578,  ed.  M.  and  A.  H.  BuUen.  12s.  „ 

53.  Vicary’s  Anatomie  of  the  Body  of  Man,  1548,  ed.  1577,  ed.  F.  J.  and  Percy  Fumivall.  Part  I.  18s.  „ 

54.  The  Curial  made  by  maystere  Alain  Charretier,  translated  by  William  Caxton,  1484,  ed.  F.  J. 

Fumivall  and  P.  Meyer.  6s.  „ 

O.S.  92.  Eadwine’s  Canterbury  Psalter,  from  the  Trin.  Cambr.  MS.,  ed.  F.  Harsley,  Part  II.  14s.  1889 

93.  Defensor’s  Liber  Scintillarum,  ed.  E.  Rhodes.  20s.  „ 

E.S.  55.  Barbour’s  Bruce,  ed.  W.  W.  Skeat.  Part  IV.  6s.  „ 

56.  Early  English  Pronunciation,  by  A.  J.  Ellis.  Part  V,  the  present  English  Dialects.  30s.  ,, 
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125. 


iElfric’s  Metrical  Lives  of  Saints,  MS.  Cott.  Jul.  E vrr,  ed.  W.  W.  Skeat.  Part  III.  30s. 

The  Old-English  version  of  Bede’s  Ecclesiastical  History,  re-ed.  T.  Miller.  Part  I,  \.[Out  of  print.) 
Caxton’s  Eneydos,  ed.  W.  T.  Gulley  and  F.  J.  Fumivall.  {Out  of  print.) 

Caxton’s  Blancbardyn  and  Eglantine,  c.  1489,  ed.  L.  Kellner.  {Out  of  print.) 

The  Old-English  Version  of  Bede’s  Ecclesiastical  History,  re-ed.  T.  Miller.  Part  I,  2.  {Out  of  print.) 
The  Earliest  English  Prose  Psalter,  ed.  K.  D.  Buelbring.  Part  I.  18s. 

Guy  of  Warwick,  2 texts  (Auchinleck  and  Caius  MSS.),  ed.  J.  Zupitza.  Part  III.  {Out  of  print.) 
Lydgate’s  Temple  of  Glas,  re-ed.  J.  Schick.  18s. 

Minor  Poems  of  the  Vernon  MS.,  ed.  C.  Ilorstmann.  Part  I.  24s. 

Cursor  Mundi.  Preface,  Notes,  and  Glossary,  Part  VI,  ed.  R.  Morris.  12s. 

Hoccleve’s  Minor  Poems,  I,  from  the  Phillipps  and  Durham  MSS.,  ed.  F.  J.  Fumivall.  18s. 

The  Chester  Plays,  re-ed.  H.  Deimling.  Part  I.  {Out  of  print.) 

Capgrave’s  Life  of  St.  Katharine,  ed.  C.  Horstmann,  with  Forewords  by  F.  J.  Fumivall.  24s. 
Cursor  Mundi.  Essay  on  the  MSS.,  their  Dialects,  &c.,  by  H.  Hupe.  Part  VII.  12s. 

Thomas  i Kempis’s  De  Imitatione  Christi,  ed.  J.  K.  Ingram.  18s. 

Caxton’s  Godeffroy  of  Boloyne,  or  The  Siege  and  Conqueste  of  Jerusalem,  1481,  ed.  Mary  N. 
Colvin.  18s. 

Lanfranc’s  Science  of  Cirurgie,  ed.  R.  von  Fleischhacker.  Part  I.  24s. 

The  Legend  of  the  Cross,  &c.,  ed.  A.  S.  Napier.  15s. 

Sir  Beves  of  Hamtoun,  ed.  E.  Kblbing.  Part  III.  {Out  of  print.) 

Lydgate’s  and  Burgh’s  Secrees  of  Philisoffres  (‘Governance  of  Kings  and  Princes’),  ed.  R.  Steele. 
{Out  of  print.) 

The  Exeter  Book  (Anglo-Saxon  Poems),  re-ed.  I.  Gollajicz.  Part  I.  {Out  of  print.) 

The  Prymer  or  Lay  Folks’  Prayer  Book,  Camb.  Univ.  MS.,  ed.  n.  Littlehales.  Part  I.  12s. 

The  Three  Kings’  Sons,  a Romance,  ed.  F.  J.  Fumivall.  Part  I,  the  Text.  {Out  of  print.) 

Melusine,  the  prose  Romance,  ed.  A.  K.  Donald.  Part  I,  the  Text.  {Out  of  print.) 

R.  Misyn’s  Fire  of  Love  and  Mending  of  Life  (Hampole),  ed.  R.  Harvey.  18s. 

The  English  Conquest  of  Ireland,  a.d.  1166-1185,  2 Texts,  ed.  F.  J.  Fumivall.  Part  I.  18s. 
Lydgate’s  Assembly  of  the  Gods,  ed.  0.  L.  Triggs.  {Reprinting.)  25s. 

The  Digby  Plays,  ed.  F.  J.  Fumivall.  {Out  of  print.) 

Child-Marriages  and -Divorces,  Trothplights,  &c.  Chester  Depositions,  1561-6,  ed.  F.  J.  Fumivall.  18s. 
The  Prymer  or  Lay  Folks’  Prayer  Book,  ed.  H.  Littlehales.  Part  II.  12s. 

The  Towneley  Plays,  ed.  G.  England  and  A.  W.  Pollard.  {Re-issued  1952.)  24s. 

Hoccleve’s  Regement  of  Princes,  and  14  Poems,  ed.  F.  J.  Fumivall.  {Out  of  print.) 

Hoccleve’s  Minor  Poems,  H,  from  the  Ashburnham  MS.,  ed.  I.  GoUancz.  {Out  of  print.) 

The  Old-English  Version  of  Bede’s  Ecclesiastical  History,  ed.  T.  Miller.  Part  II,  1.  18s. 

The  Old-English  Version  of  Bede’s  Ecclesiastical  History,  ed.  T.  Miller.  Part  II,  2.  18s. 

Secreta  Secretorum,  3 prose  Englishings,  one  by  Ja.s.  Yonge,  1428,  ed.  R.  Steele.  Part  I.  24s. 
Speculum  Guidonis  de  Warwyk,  ed.  G.  L.  Morrill.  12s. 

Merlin.  Part  IV.  Outlines  of  the  Legend  of  Merlin,  by  W.  E.  Mead.  I8s. 

Queen  Elizabeth’s  Englishings  of  Boethius,  Plutarch,  &c.,  ed.  C.  Pemberton.  18s. 

George  Ashby’s  Poems,  &c.,  ed.  Mary  Bateson.  18s. 

Lydgate’s  DeGuilleville’s  Pilgrimage  of  the  Life  of  Man,  ed.  F.  J.  Fumivall.  Part  I.  {Out  of  print.) 
The  Life  and  Death  of  Mary  Magdalene,  by  T.  Robinson,  c.  1620,  ed.  H.  0.  Sommer.  6s. 
iElfric’s  Metrical  Lives  of  Saints,  ed.  W.  W.  Skeat.  Part  IV  and  last.  30s. 

Jacob’s  Well,  ed.  A.  Brandeis.  Part  I.  12s. 

An  Old-English  Martyrology,  re-ed.  G.  Herzfeld.  20s. 

Caxton’s  Dialogues,  English  and  French,  ed.  H.  Bradley.  12s. 

Lydgate’s  Two  Nightingale  Poems,  ed.  0.  Glauning.  6s. 

Gower’s  Confessio  Amantis,  ed.  G.  C.  Macaulay.  Part  I.  {Reprinted  1957.)  40s. 

Minor  Poems  of  the  Vernon  MS.,  ed.  F.  J.  Fumivall.  Part  II.  18s. 

The  Lay  Folks’  Catechism,  ed.  T.  F.  Simmons  and  H.  E.  Nolloth.  6s. 

Robert  of  Brunne’s  Handlyng  Synne,  and  its  French  original,  re-ed.  F.  J.  Fumivall.  Part  I.  20s. 
Gower’s  Confessio  Amantis,  ed.  G.  C.  Macaulay.  Part  II.  {Reprinted  1957.)  40s. 

Lydgate’s  DeGuilleville’s  Pilgrimage  of  the  Life  of  Man,  ed.  F.  J.  Fumivall.  Part  II.  {Out  of  print. 
Lydgate’s  Reason  and  Sensuality,  ed.  E.  Sieper.  Part  I.  {Out  of  print.) 

The  Rule  of  St.  Benet  in  Northern  Prose  and  Verse,  and  Caxton’s  Summary,  ed.  E.  A.  Kock.  18s. 
The  Laud  MS.  Troy-Book,  ed.  J.  E.  WUlfing.  Part  I.  18s. 

Alexander  Scott’s  Poems,  1568,  ed.  A.  K.  Donald.  {Out  of  print.) 

William  of  Shoreham’s  Poems,  re-ed.  M.  Konrath.  Part  I.  {Out  of  print.) 

Two  Coventry  Corpus  Christi  Plays,  re-ed.  H.  Craig.  15s.  {See  under  1952.) 

The  Laud  MS.  Troy-Book,  ed.  by  J.  B.  Wulflng.  Part  II.  24s. 

Robert  of  Brunne’s  Handlyng  Synne,  and  its  French  original,  re-ed.  F.  J.  Fumivall.  Part  II.  20s. 
Le  Morte  Arthur,  re-ed.  J.  D.  Bmce,  {Out  of  print.) 

Lydgate’s  Reason  and  Sensuality,  ed.  E.  Sieper.  Part  II.  18s. 

English  Fragments  from  Latin  Medieval  Service-Books,  ed.  H.  Littlehales.  6s. 

Twenty-six  Political  and  other  Poems  from  Digby  MS.  102,  &c.,  ed.  J.  Kail.  Part  I.  12s. 

Medieval  Records  of  a London  City  Church,  ed.  H.  Littlehales.  Part  I.  12s. 
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O.S.  126.  An  Alphabet  of  Tales,  in  Northern  English,  from  the  Latin,  ed.  M.  M.  Banks.  Part  I.  12«.  1904 

E.S.  91.  The  Macro  Plays,  ed.  F.  J.  Fumivall  and  A.  W.  Pollard.  {Reprinted  1924).  25s. 

92.  Lydgate’s  DeGuileville’s  Pilgrimage  of  the  Life  of  Man,  ed.Katherine  B.  Locock.  Part  III.  {Out  of  print.) 

93.  Lovehch’s  Romance  of  Merlin,  from  the  unique  MS.,  ed.  E.  A.  Kock.  Part  I.  12s. 

O.S.  127.  An  Alphabet  of  Tales,  in  Northern  English,  from  the  Latin,  ed.  M.  M.  Banks.  Part  II.  12s.  1905 

128.  Medieval  Records  of  a London  City  Church,  ed.  II.  Littlehales.  Part  II.  12s. 

129.  The  English  Register  of  Godstow  Nunnery,  ed.  A.  Clark.  Part  I.  12s. 

E.S.  94.  Respublica,  a Play  on  a Social  England,  ed.  L.  A.  Magnus.  {Out  of  print.  See  under  1946.) 

95.  Lovelich’s  History  of  the  Holy  Grail.  Part  Y.  The  Legend  of  the  Holy  Grail,  ed.  Dorothy  Kempe. 

7s.  6d. 

96.  Mirk’s  Festial,  ed.  T.  Erbe.  Part  I.  14s. 

O.S.  130.  The  English  Register  of  Godstow  Nunnery,  ed.  A.  Clark.  Part  II.  ISs.  1906 

131.  The  Brut,  or  The  Chronicle  of  England,  ed.  F.  Brie.  Part  I.  {Out  of  print.) 

132.  John  Metham’s  Works,  ed.  H.  Craig.  18s. 

E.S.  97.  Lydgate’s  Troy  Book,  ed.  H.  Bergen.  Part  I,  Books  I and  II.  {Out  of  print.) 

98.  Skelton’s  Magnyfycence,  ed.  B.  L.  Piamsay.  {Reprinting.) 

99.  The  Romance  of  Emare,  re-ed.  Edith  Bickert.  {Out  of  print.) 

O.S.  133.  The  English  Register  of  Oseney  Abbey,  by  Oxford,  ed.  A.  Clark.  Part  I.  18s.  1907 

134.  The  Coventry  Leet  Book,  ed.  M.  Dormer  Harris.  Part  I.  18s. 

E.S.  100.  The  Harrowing  of  Hell,  and  The  Gospel  of  Nicodemus,  re-ed.  W.  H.  Hulme.  {Out  of  print.) 

101.  Songs,  Carols,  &c.,  from  Richard  Hill's  Balliol  MS.,  ed.  R.  Dyboski.  18s. 

O.S.  135.  The  Coventry  Leet  Book,  ed.  M.  Dormer  Harris.  Part  II.  18s.  1908 

135  b.  Extra  Issue.  Prof.  Manly’s  Piers  Plowman  and  its  Sequence,  urging  the  fivefold  authorship  of  the 
Vision.  6s. 

136.  The  Brut,  or  The  Chronicle  of  England,  ed.  F.  Brie.  Part  II.  18s. 

E.S.  102.  Promptorium  Parvulorum,  the  1st  English-Latin  Dictionary,  ed.  A.  L.  Mayhew.  25s.  Od. 

103.  Lydgate’s  Troy  Book,  ed.  H.  Bergen.  Part  II,  Book  III.  {Out  of  print.) 

O.S.  137.  Twelfth-Century  Homilies  in  MS.  Bodley  343,  ed.  A.  O.  Belfour.  Part  I,  the  Text.  {Out  of  print.)  15 
138.  The  Coventry  Leet  Book,  ed.  M.  Dormer  Harris.  Part  III.  I8s. 

E.S.  104.  The  Non-Cycle  Mystery  Plays,  re-cd.  0.  Waterhouse.  {Out  of  print.) 

105.  The  Tale  of  Beryn,  with  the  Pardoner  and  Tapster,  ed.  F.  J.  Fumivall  and  W.  G.  Stone.  {Out  of 
print.) 

O.S.  139.  John  Ardeme’s  Treatises  on  Fistula  in  Ano,  &c.,  ed.  D’Arcy  Power.  18s.  1910 

139  b,  c,  d,  e,f,  Extra  Issue.  The  Piers  Plowman  Controversy:  b.  Dr.  Jusserand’s  1st  Reply  to  Prof.  Manly; 
c.  Prof.  Manly’s  Answer  to  Dr.  Jusserand;  d.  Dr.  Jusserand’s  2nd  Reply  to  Prof.  Manly ; e.  Mr.  R.  W. 
Chambers’s  Article ; {b-e  out  of  print.) ; /.  Dr.  Henry  Bradley’s  Rejoinder  to  Mr.  R.  W.  Chambers 
(issued  separately)  2s.  6d.  „ 

140.  Capgrave’s  Lives  of  St.  Augustine  and  St.  Gilbert  of  Sempringham,  ed.  J.  Munro.  {Out  of  print.)  „ 

E.S.  106.  Lydgate’s  Troy  Book,  ed.  H.  Bergen.  Part  III.  {Out  of  print.)  „ 

107.  Lydgate’s  Minor  Poems,  ed.  H.  N.  MacCracken.  Parti.  Religious  Poems.  {Out  of  print.)  „ 

O.S.  141.  Earth  upon  Earth,  all  the  known  texts,  ed.,  with  an  Introduction,  by  Hilda  Murray.  {Out  of  print.)  1911 

142.  The  English  Register  of  Godstow  Nunnery,  ed.  A.  Clark.  Part  III.  12j.  „ 

143.  The  Wars  of  Alexander  the  Great,  Thornton  MS.,  ed.  J.  S.  Westlake.  125.  „ 

E.S.  108.  Lydgate’s  Siege  of  Thebes,  re-ed.  A.  Erdmann.  Part  I,  the  Text.  {Out  of  print.)  „ 

109.  Partonope,  re-ed.  A.  T.  Bodtker.  The  Texts.  {0 ut  of  print.)  ,, 

O.S.  144.  The  English  Register  of  Oseney  Abbey,  by  Oxford,  ed.  A.  Clark.  Part  LT.  12a.  1912 

145.  The  Northern  Passion,  ed.  F.  A.  Foster.  Part  I,  the  four  parallel  texts.  18a.  „ 

E.S.  110.  Caxton’s  Mirrour  of  the  World,  with  all  the  woodcuts,  ed.  O.  H.  Prior.  {Out  of  print.)  „ 

111.  Caxton’s  History  of  Jason,  the  Text,  Part  I,  ed.  J.  Munro.  18a.  „ 

O.S.  146.  The  Coventry  Leet  Book,  ed.  M.  Dormer  Harris.  Introduction,  Indexes,  Ac.  Part  IT.  12a.  1913 

147.  The  Northern  Passion,  ed.  F.  A.  Foster,  Introduction,  French  Text,  Variants  and  Fragments,  Glossary. 

Part  II.  18a.  „ 

[An  enlarged  reprint  of  O.S.  26,  Religious  Pieces  in  Prose  and  Verse,  from  the  Thornton  ilS.,  ed. 

G.  G.  Perry.  6a.]  „ 

E.S.  112.  Lovelich’s  Romance  of  Merlin,  ed.  E.  A.  Kock.  Part  II.  {Out  of  print.)  „ 

113.  Poems  by  Sir  John  Salusbury,  Robert  Chester,  and  others,  from  Christ  Church  MS.  184,  Ac.,  ed. 

Carleton  Browm.  18a.  „ 

O.S.  148.  A Fifteenth-Century  Courtesy  Book  and  Two  Franciscan  Rules,  ed.  R.  W.  Chambers  and  W.  W.  Seton. 

9a.  1914 

149.  Sixty-three  Lincoln  Diocese  Documents,  ed.  Andrew  Clark.  ISa.  „ 

150.  The  Old-Elnglish  Rule  of  Bp.  Chrodegang,  and  the  Capitula  of  Bp.  Theodulf,  ed.  A.  S.  Napier.  15a.  „ 

E.S.  114.  The  GUd  of  St.  Mary,  Lichfield,  ed.  F.  J.  Fumivall.  18a. 

115.  The  Chester  Plays,  re-ed.  J.  Matthews.  Part  II.  {Out  of  print.)  „ 

O.S.  151.  The  Lanteme  of  Light,  ed.  Lilian  M.  Swinbum.  {Out  of  print.)  1915 

152.  Early  English  Homilies,  from  Cott.  Yesp.  D.  xrv,  ed.  Rubie  Warner.  Part  I,  Text.  {Out  of  print.)  „ 
E.S.  116.  The  Pauline  Epistles,  ed.  M.  J.  Powell.  ISa.  „ 

117.  Bp.  Fisher’s  English  Works,  ed.  R.  Bayne.  Part  II.  18a.  „ 

O.S.  163.  Mandeville’s  Travels,  ed.  P.  Hamelius.  Part  I,  Text.  18a.  1916 
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O.S.  154.  Mandeville’s  Travels,  ed.  P.  Hamelius.  Part  II,  Notes  aud  Introduction.  18«.  19IG 

E.S.  118.  The  Earliest  Arithmetics  in  English,  ed.  R.  Steele.  18s.  „ 

119.  The  Owl  and  Nightingale,  2 Texts  parallel,  ed.  G.  F.  n.  Sykes  and  J.  n.  G.  Grattan.  {Out  of 'print.)  ,, 
O.S.  155.  The  Wheatley  MS.,  ed.  Mabel  Day.  3Gs.  1917 

E.S.  120.  Ludus  Coventriae,  ed.  K.  S.  Block.  (Out  of  print.)  „ 

O.S.  156.  Reginald  Pecock’s  Donet,  from  Bodl.  MS.  916,  ed.  Elsie  V.  Hitchcock.  42s.  1918 

E.S.  121.  Lydgate’s  Fall  of  Princes,  ed.  H.  Bergen.  Part  I.  (Out  of  print.)  „ 

122.  Lydgate’s  Fall  of  Princes,  ed.  H.  Bergen.  Part  II.  (Out  of  print.)  „ 

O.S.  157.  Harmony  of  the  Life  of  Christ,  from  MS.  Pepys  2498,  ed.  Margery  Goates.  18s.  191 9 

158.  Meditations  on  the  Life  and  Passion  of  Christ,  from  MS.  Add.,  11307,  ed.  Charlotte  D’Evelyn.  24s.  „ 

E.S.  123.  Lydgate’s  Fall  of  Princes,  ed.  H.  Bergen.  Part  HI.  (Out  of  print.)  ,, 

124.  Lydgate’s  Fall  of  Princes,  ed.  H.  Bergen.  Part  IV.  (Out  of  print.)  „ 

O.S.  159.  Vices  and  Virtues,  ed.  F.  Holthausen.  Part  II.  14s.  1920 


[A  re-edition  of  O.S.  18,  Hali  Meidenhad,  ed.  O.  Cockayne,  with  a variant  MS.,  Bodl.  34,  hitherto 
unprinted,  ed.  F.  J.  Fumivall.  (Out  of  print.)] 

E.S.  125.  Lydgate’s  Siege  of  Thebes,  ed.  A.  Erdmann  and  E,  Ekwall.  Part  H.  24s. 

12G.  Lydgate’s  Troy  Book,  ed.  H.  Bergen.  Part  IV.  ISs. 


160.  The  Old  English  Heptateuch,  MS.  Cott.  Claud.  B.  IV,  ed.  S.  J.  Craw'ford.  (Out  of  print.)  1921 

161.  Three  O.E.  Prose  Texts,  MS.  Cott.  Vit.  A.  xv,  ed.  S.  Rypins.  30s.  „ 

162.  Facsimile  of  MS.  Cotton  Nero  A.  x (Pearl,  Cleanness,  Patience  and  Sir  Gawain),  Introduction  by 

I.  Gollancz.  (Reprinted  1955.)  100s.  1922 

163.  Book  of  the  Foundation  of  St.  Bartholomew’s  Church  in  London,  ed.  N.  Moore.  12s.  1923 

164.  Pecock’s  Folewer  to  the  Donet,  ed.  Elsie  V.  Hitchcock.  (Out  of  print.)  „ 

165.  Middleton’s  Chinon  of  England,  with  Leland’s  Assertio  Arturii  and  Robinson’s  translation,  ed.  W.  E. 

Mead.  (Out  of  print.)  „ 

166.  Stanzaic  Life  of  Christ,  ed.  Frances  A.  Foster.  42s.  , 1924 

167.  Trevisa’s  Dialogus  inter  MUitem  et  Clericum,  Sermon  by  FitzRalph,  and  Bygynnyng  of  the  World, 

ed.  A.  J.  Perry.  (OrU  of  print.)  „ 

168.  Caxton’s  Ordre  of  Chyualry,  ed.  A.  T.  P.  Byles.  (Out  of  print.)  1925 

169.  The  Southern  Passion,  ed.  Beatrice  Brown.  (Out  of  print.)  „ 

170.  Walton’s  Boethius,  ed.  M.  Science.  (Out  of  print.)  „ 

171.  Pecock’s  Reule  of  Cristen  Religioun,  ed.  W.  C.  Greet.  (Out  of  print.)  1926 

172.  The  Seege  or  Batayle  of  Troye,  ed.  M.  E.  Bamicle.  3Us.  „ 

173.  Hawes’  Pastime  of  Pleasure,  ed.  W.  E.  Mead.  18s.  1927 

174.  The  Life  of  St.  Anne,  ed.  R.  E.  Parker.  (Out  of  print.)  „ 

175.  Barclay’s  Eclogues,  ed.  Beatrice  White.  (Out  of  print.)  „ 

176.  Caxton’s  Prologues  and  Epilogues,  ed.  W.  J.  B.  Crotch.  (Reprinted  1956.)  30s.  „ 

177.  Byrhtferth’s  Manual,  ed.  S.  J.  Crawford.  (Out  of  print.)  1928 

178.  The  Revelations  of  St.  Birgitta,  ed.  W.  P.  Cumming.  (Out  of  print.)  „ 

179.  The  Castell  of  Pleasure,  ed.  R.  Cornelius.  15s.  ,, 

180.  The  Apologye  of  Syr  Thomas  More,  ed.  A.  I.  Taft.  36s.  1929 

181.  The  Dance  of  Death,  ed.  F.  Warren.  12s.  „ 

182.  Speculum  Christiani,  ed.  G.  Hohnstedt.  30s.  „ 

183.  The  Northern  Passion  (Supplement),  ed.  W.  Heuser  and  Frances  Foster.  9s.  1930 

184.  The  Poems  of  John  Audelay,  ed.  EUa  K.  Whiting.  33s.  6d.  „ 

185.  Lovelich’s  Merhn,  ed.  E.  A.  Kock.  Part  III.  30s.  „ 

186.  Harpsfleld’s  Life  of  More,  ed.  Elsie  V.  Hitchcock  and  R.  W.  Chambers.  (Out  of  print.)  1931 

187.  Whittinton  and  Stanbridge’s  Vulgaria,  ed.  B.  White.  14s.  „ 

188.  The  Siege  of  Jerusalem,  ed.  E.  Kolbing  and  Mabel  Day.  18s.  ., 

189.  Caxton’s  Fayttes  of  Armes  and  of  Chyualrye,  ed.  A.  T.  Byles.  25s.  6d.  1932 

190.  English  Mediaeval  Lapidaries,  ed.  Joan  Evans  and  Mary  Serjeantson.  20s.  „ 

191.  The  Seven  Sages,  ed.  K.  Brunner.  28s.  Gd.  „ 

Extra  Issue.  On  the  Continuity  of  English  Prose,  by  R.  W.  Chambers.  (Reprinted  Viol .)  14s.  „ 

192.  Lydgate’s  Minor  Poems,  ed.  H.  N.  MacCracken.  Part  II,  Secular  Poems.  (Out  of  print.)  1933 

193.  Seinte  Marherete,  re-ed.  Frances  Mack.  (Reprinting.)  „ 

194.  The  Exeter  Book,  Part  II,  ed.  W.  S.  Mackie.  (Reprinting.)  „ 

195.  The  Quatrefoil  of  Love,  ed.  I.  Gollancz  and  M.  Weale.  6s.  1934 


196.  A Short  English  Metrical  Chronicle,  ed.  E.  Zettl.  24s.  „ 

197.  Roper’s  Life  of  More,  ed.  Elsie  V.  Hitchcock.  (Reprinting.)  „ 

198.  Firumbras  and  Otuel  and  Roland,  ed.  Mary  O’Sullivan.  (Out  of  print.)  „ 

199.  Mum  and  the  Sothsegger,  ed.  Mabel  Day  and  R.  Steele.  14s.  „ 

200.  Speculum  Sacerdotale,  ed.  E.  H.  Weatherly.  20s.  193  5 

201.  Knyghthode  and  Bataile,  ed.  R.  Dyboski  and  Z.  M.  Arend.  20s.  „ 

202.  Palsgrave’s  Acolastus,  ed.  P.  L.  Carver.  24s.  „ 
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203.  Amis  and  Amiioun,  ed.  MacEdward  Leach.  14s.  1935 

204.  Valentine  and  Orson,  ed.  Arthur  Dickson.  24s.  1936 

205.  Tales  from  the  Decameron,  ed.  H.  G.  Wright.  20s.  „ 

206.  Bokenhara's  Lives  of  Holy  Women  (Lives  of  the  Saints),  ed.  Mary  S.  Serjeantson.  21s.  6d.  „ 

207.  Liber  de  Diversis  Medicinis,  ed.  Margaret  S.  Ogden.  12s.  „ 

208.  The  Parker  Chronicle  and  Laws  (facsimile),  ed.  B,.  Flower  and  A.  H.  Smith.  84s.  1937 

209.  Middle  English  Sermons  from  MS.  Roy.  18  B.  xxiii,  ed.  W.  0.  Ross.  30s.  1938 

210.  Sir  Gawain  and  the  Green  Knight,  ed.  I.  Gollancz.  With  Introductory  essays  by  Mabel  Day  fcrd 

M.  S.  Serjeantson.  10s.  „ 

211.  Dictes  and  Sayings  of  the  Philosophers,  ed.  C.  F.  BUhler.  30s.  1939 

212.  The  Book  of  Margery  Kempe,  Part  I,  ed.  S.  B.  Meech  and  Hope  Emily  Allen.  30s.  „ 

213.  iElfric’s  De  Temporibus  Anni,  ed.  H.  Henel.  30s.  1940 

214.  Morley’s  Translation  of  Boccaccio’s  De  Claris  Mulieribus,  ed.  H.  G.  Wright.  31s.  6d.  „ 

215.  English  Poems  of  Charles  of  Orleans,  Part  I,  ed.  R.  Steele.  31s.  6d.  1941 

216.  The  Latin  Text  of  the  Ancrene  Riwle.  ed.  Charlotte  D’Evelyn.  31s.  6d.  „ 

217.  Book  of  Vices  and  Virtues,  ed.  W.  Nelson  Francis.  52s.  6d.  1942 

218.  The  Cloud  of  Unknovping  and  the  Book  of  Privy  Counselling,  ed.  Phyllis  Hodgson.  {Reprinting.)  40  1943 

219.  The  French  Text  of  the  Ancrene  Riwle,  B.M.  Cotton  MS.  Vitellius.  F.  vii,  ed.  J.  A.  Herbert.  28;  „ 

220.  English  Poems  of  Charles  of  Orleans,  Part  II,  ed.  R.  Steele  and  Mabel  Day.  10s.  6d.  1944 

221.  Sir  Degrevant,  ed.  L.  F.  Casson.  52s.  6d.  „ 

222.  Ro.  Ba.’s  Life  of  Sir  Thomas  More,  ed.  Elsie  V.  Hitchcock  and  Mgr.  P.  E.  Hallett.  {Reprinted  1957., 

35s.  1945 

223.  Tretyse  of  Loue,  ed.  J.  H.  Fisher.  28s.  ,, 

224.  Athelston,  ed.  A.  McI.  Trounce.  {Reprinting.)  15s.  1946 

225.  The  English  Text  of  the  Ancrene  Riwle,  B.M.  Cotton  MS.  Nero  A.  xiv,ed.  Mabel  Day.  {Reprinted  195".) 

25s.  „ 

226.  Respublica,  re-ed.  W.  W.  Greg.  18s.  6d.  „ 

227.  Kyng  Alisaunder,  ed.  G.  Y.  Smithers.  Tol.  I,  Text.  3.5s.  1947 

228.  The  Metrical  Life  of  St.  Robert  of  Knaresborough,  ed.  J.  Bazire.  25s.  „ 

229.  The  English  Text  of  the  Ancrene  Riwle,  Gonville  and  Caius  College  MS.  234/120,  ed.  R.  M.  WilsoL. 

With  an  introduction  by  N.  R.  Ker.  {Reprinting.)  2-5s.  1948 

230.  The  Life  of  St.  George  by  Alexander  Barclay,  ed.  W.  Nelson.  28s.  „ 

231.  Deonise  Hid  Diuinite,  and  other  treatises  related  to  The  Cloud  of  Unknowing,  ed.  Phyllis  Hodgson. 

30s.  1949 

232.  The  English  Text  of  the  Ancrene  Riwle,  B.M.  Royal  MS.  8 C.  1,  ed.  A.  C.  Baugh.  20s.  „ 

233.  The  Bibliotheca  Historica  of  Diodorus  Siculus  translated  by  John  Skelton,  ed.  F.  M.  Salter  and 

H.  L.  R.  Edwards.  Yol.  I,  Text.  42s.  1950 

234.  Caxton:  Paris  and  Vienne,  ed.  MacEdward  Leach.  30s.  1951 

235.  The  South  English  Legendary,  Corpus  Christi  College  Cambridge  MS.  145  and  B.M.  M.S.  Harley 

2277,  &c.,  ed.  Charlotte  D’Evelyn  and  Anna  J.  Mill.  Text,  Vol.  I.  35s.  „ 

236.  The  South  English  Legendary.  Text,  Yol.  II.  35s.  1952 

[E.S.  87.  Two  Coventry  Corpus  Christi  Plays,  re-ed.  H.  Craig.  Second  Edition.  15s.]  „ 

237.  Kyng  Alisaunder,  ed.  G.  Smithers.  Yol.  II,  Introduction,  Commentary,  and  Glossary.  37s.  6d. 

(Ji  press.)  1953 

238.  The  Phonetic  Writings  of  Robert  Robinson,  cil.  E.  J.  Dobson.  28s.  (.1/  press.)  „ 

239.  The  Bibliotheca  Historica  of  Diodorus  Siculus  translated  by  John  Skelton,  cd.  F.  M.  Salter  and 

II.  L.  R.  Edwards.  \ ol.  II.  Inttoduction,  Notes,  and  Glossary.  15s.  (Ai  press.)  1954 

240.  The  French  Text  of  the  Ancrene  Riwle,  Trinity  College,  Cambridge,  MS.  R.  14.  7,  ed.  W.  II. 

Trethewe^'.  45s.  (A/  press.)  „ 


The  followinj  is  a select  list  of  forthcoming  volumes.  Other  texts  are  under  consideration: 

The  Salisbury  Psalter,  ed.  K.  Sisam  and  Celia  Sisam.  (At  press.) 

\>e  Wohimge  of  ure  Lauerd,  and  other  pieces,  ed.  W.  Meredith  Thompson.  (At  press.) 
iElfric:  Catholic  Homilies,  First  tferies,  ed.  P.  Clemocs. 

The  Paston  Letters,  ed.  N.  Davis. 

The  South  English  Legendary,  ed.  Charlotte  D’Evelyn  and  Anna  J.  Mill.  Yol.  Ill,  Introduction  and  Glossary. 
The  English  Text  of  the  Ancrene  Riwle,  edited  from  all  the  extant  manuscripts: 

Bodleian  MS.  Yernon,  ed.  G.  Y.  Smithers. 

Corpus  Christi  College,  Cambridge,  MS.  402,  ed.  J.  R.  R.  Tolkien. 

B.M.  Cotton  MS.  Titus  D.  XtTIl,  ed.  Frances  M.  Mack. 

B.M.  Cotton  MS.  Cleopatra  C.  VI,  ed.  A.  H.  Smith. 

{It  is  also  hoped  to  issue  a revised  edition  of  Magdalene  College,  Cambridge,  MS.  Pepys  2498.) 

George  Cavendish:  Life  of  Cardinal  Wolsey,  ed.  Richard  S.  Sylvester. 

Selected  Homilies  of  3Jfric,  ed.  J.  C.  Pope  and  Edna  R.  Williams. 

Nnn-TElfrician  Homilies,  ed.  R.  Willard. 

La5amon’s  Brut,  ed.  G.  L.  Brook  and  R.  F.  Leslie. 
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